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Our Purpose 

 The MCGS was formed in 1983 for the 
purpose of promoting the general study of genealogy 
through workshops, seminars, and monthly programs; 
and to discover and preserve any material that may 
establish or illustrate the history of Indian Territory and 
Muskogee County and its families. 
 

Meetings  

 MCGS meetings are held on the fourth 
Thursday of each month (except July and August) at 
6:00 PM at the Muskogee Public Library, 801 West 
Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK. The Board of Directors 
meetings are held the third Tuesday at 5:30 PM at the 
library.  All members are invited to attend the Board 
meetings. 

Membership 

Membership in MCGS is open to anyone promoting the 
purpose of the Society.  Individual or family member-
ship is $21 per year and includes the Quarterly publica-
tion.  An $11 per year membership is available for those 
that do not wish to receive the Quarterly.   

To defray the cost of postage, we ask that members 
pick up their Quarterly at the March, June, September 
and December meetings whenever possible.   

Members may also choose to have an electronic ver-
sion (.pdf) sent to them via email. 

Publications & Research  
Our Research Policy 

 
is outlined on our website or you may write to us for a 
Research Request Form at: 
 
Muskogee County Genealogical  Society  

c/o Muskogee Public Library,  

801 West Okmulgee,  

Muskogee, OK 74401  

Or visit our website at: 

http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/ 

Manuscript Submission 
 

Persons wishing to submit manuscripts or material for 
publication in the MCGS Quarterlies are requested to 
send their electronic files in Rich Text format to the 
following email address:  mucogeso@yahoo.com
  
All other material may be mailed to the address listed 
above.  Material that has been previously published 
must be noted. 

MCGS Quarterly  
Publication Information 

 Editorial Policy:  The Editors invite contributions of 
public records, articles, Bible records, and transcripts 
from members and non-members.  Contributions should 
be those focused on the history of Indian Territory and 
Muskogee County and its families.  Neither the Editors 
nor the Board of Directors of the Muskogee County 
Genealogical & Historical Society take responsibility for 
errors of fact/data submitted.  The views expressed in 
articles and reviews are those of the authors concerned 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editors, 
the Board of Directors, nor the Members of the MCGS.  
The Editors retain the right not to publish material that is 
inconsistent with the policies of the MCGS. 
 
Quarterly Copies:  The MCGS Quarterly is published 

four times a year: Mar, Jun, Sep and Dec.  Back 

issues of the Quarterly are available for $5 each plus 

$1.50 for postage. 

 
Books 

MCGS publishes books of genealogical interest focused 
on Muskogee County and Muskogee Indian Territory.  A 
current price list of our publications is provided on our 
website at:  http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/  
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Nancy Calhoun, President 
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Linda Stout, Secretary 
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Members at Large 
 
Tim & Jere Harris, Publications 
Mary Downing, Library & Research 
Randy Painter, Publicity 
Stacy Blundell, Workshops, Education 
Nancy Lasater, Editor 
Nancy Calhoun, Library Liaison 
Sue Tolbert, Three Rivers Liaison 
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About the Muskogee County Genealogical & Historical 

Check out the website for Lots of New Things Going On 

Muskogee County Genealogical Society 

http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/ 

Society Blog:  http://

muskogeecountygenealogicalsociety.blogspot.com/ 

Please visit these Muskogee County Websites 

Muskogee County-UsGenWeb 

Muskogee County History and Genealogy 

Three Rivers Museum 

Five Civilized Tribes Museum 

USS Batfish 

Boynton Historical Society 

 

Webmaster: Sue Tolbert 
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Submitted by Nancy Calhoun 
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From various newspaper clippings.  

Submitted by Sue Tolbert 
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Honor Guard at the Arbor Day Ceremony 

Lulu’s Tree is a “Hearts of Gold” Redbud, located behind the tennis courts at Honor Heights Park. 
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Lulu Morris Boggs 

 

Each year the Muskogee County Genealogical Society chooses one of their members to be 
honored on Arbor Day by dedicating a tree in the Honor Heights Arboretum.  This year the 
recipient is Mrs. Lulu Boggs who is a charter member of our organization, which began in 
1983.   

Lulu Morris was born and raised in Sequoyah County and was one of seven children born to 
parents Joseph and Rosa Ann Morris.  All seven siblings are still living.  Her three brothers 
are:  Taylor, Joseph and David Morris.  The three sisters are Ruth (Mrs. Goodlow Young), Ada 
(Mrs. Cleo Leaf) and Monta (Mrs. Fred Drew).  Lulu married Earl Boggs and they had one 
child, Linda who married Bill Perry.  Her own immediate family includes her daughter Linda, 
four grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren and seven great-great-grandchildren.   

 

Lulu Boggs taught art in the Muskogee School system from 1948 to 1980.  She taught at Se-
quoyah Elementary School 1948-1953, Houston 1 year and Franklin School until she retired in 
1980.  As a self-proclaimed “Jack of all trades,” in addition to her career as an art teacher, Lu-
lu’s talents include activities as a seamstress (sewing most of her own and her daughter, 
Linda’s clothing); photography, having at one time owned several cameras with which she 
took many picture during her travels; reading and gardening; genealogy research; travel and 
hand-written correspondence with those she has met through the years.  Being a member of 
the First Baptist Church has been an important part of Lulu’s life and this correspondence 
includes letters and cards to many of her Sunday School members and those who are in re-
tirement homes or have become shut-ins.   

 

During their gravels, Lula and Earl have visited all the “lower” forty-eight United States, parts 
of Canada and Mexico.  Earl was always ready to take any trip as long as he could drive to 
get there.  He wasn’t interested in flying.  One of their granddaughters, Kelli, has been with 
them and seen all the states.  Later, after Earl passed on, Lulu visited Alaska on a cruise and 
has been to the Hawaiian Islands at least five times, twice each to Maui and  Oahu and one 
trip to the island of Molokai.  Each time she visited the stay lasted for three weeks.   

 

The trips were not as a tourist, but to assist with the local people, her brother Taylor Morris, 
who was a minister for the Seventh Day Adventists.  One island, Molokai, once had a refuge 
established on a section of the Kalaupapa Penisula as a leprosy colony.  [With the advent of sul-

fone drugs in the 1940s, the disease was put in remission and the sufferers are no longer contagious.  The fewer than 
100 former patiends remaining on the peninsula are free to travel or relocate elsewhere, but most have chosen to re-

main where they have lived for so long.]  These people now serve as guides for visitors. 

 

One of the projects Lulu and Earl embarked on during their travels around the states was to 
gather as much information on the men detained with Earl at a Prisoner of War Camp in Prus-
sia.  As they contacted each person or family member they soon organized a reunion of the 
survivors.  The first reunion was held in Muskogee and every two years afterward.  At this 
time, other than the widows of the POW’s, there are only about three of the original camp still  

 



 

48 

living.  Lulu has dedicated herself to corresponding with as many of the members and wid-
ows as she can, at least once every three or four months and usually totals at least forty-five 
to fifty letters or cards. 

 

Lulu has participated or is still active in and supports several local and national organiza-
tions which include.  Among these are Alpha Delta Kappa - Honor Society; lifetime member of 
the N.E.A.; Oklahoma Retired Teachers; President of the Association of American University 
Women; American Business Women’s Association (sponsoring three new chapters in Mus-
kogee, holding the office of President of the original chapter and the two new ones.  She has 
been nationally recognized for the large numbers of new members she personally spon-
sored); The Trail of Tears Assn.;  Cherokee National Historical Group; Muskogee Historical 
Society; American Indian Museum in Washington, D. C.; Oklahoma Historical Society; Mus-
kogee Public Library; Muskogee County Genealogical Society and the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR).  She has proved connections to seven ancestors and has fin-
ished most of the paper work for seven more.  At least two of the lines connect back to Poca-
hontas and John Rolfe.   

 

Of all the activities she has enjoyed, Lulu says she has enjoyed genealogy most.  Nothing 
else has given her the same level of satisfaction.  During her research she has visited most of 
the national repositories, such as those at Evansville and Salt Lake City. 

 

During her research at the Muskogee Public Library, at one point most of the Dawes records 
had to be restored at the library and Lulu was one of those who helped the staff start rebuild-
ing the collection by giving them paper copies of as many records as she could.  She credits 
Wally Waits and the Muskogee County Genealogical Society with restoring the Dawes rec-
ords to its current status. 

 

As a part of her genealogy research, through the years she has written many stories about 

My name is Jacqueline Scott Bateman, and I live in Oklahoma City. My hometown is Muskogee. I graduated 
from MHS in 1972. My mother, Jackie Richey Scott, graduated from Central in 1940.   I'm just getting started in 
my research, and while searching for information about Muskogee, I found your website, which led to your arti-
cle on Lulu Boggs.   Mrs. Boggs was my 5th grade teacher at Franklin (1964-65) and my art teacher there, as 
well. I was delighted to read about her, and wanted to tell you that. She probably won't remember me, but 
when you talk to her again, please give her my very best and tell her I said, "Thank you" for her excellent 
teaching those many years ago.   Sincerely, Jacqueline Scott Bateman 

To: mucogeso@yahoo. com 
Sent: Sat, May 1, 2010 7:10:44 PM 

Subject: Lulu Boggs 
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Lulu Boggs and her daughter, Linda Perry  
Lulu Boggs and her family on Arbor Day  

Lulu Boggs and Virginia Perry 
Virginia Perry and Mary Downing 

Photos provided by Linda Stout, 

Jere Harris and Nancy Lasater 
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Pete Hagan, Lulu Boggs, Virginia Perry, Mickey Hagan 

Nancy Lasater and Linda Perry 

Jere Harris 

Jean Vann and Nancy Lasater 

Nancy Calhoun and Mary Downing 

Above:  Barbara Downs; Right: Sue 

Tolbert, Virginia Perry, Jean Vann 

and Mickey Hagan 
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Submitted by Virginia Perry 

Muskogee Non-profit Volunteers   

Honored in April, 2010. Ceremony 

Congratulations to Karen Wagner and Barbara Downs 
(left to right) who were nominated by Sue Tolbert, Direc-
tor of the Three Rivers Museum as volunteers of the year  
for their work at the museum.  They were chosen as win-
ners of an award Outstanding Volunteer.   

Both Karen and Barbara have contributed to the publica-
tion of various issues of the Muskogee County Genealog-
ical Society Quarterly and the members would like to 
congratulate them on this accomplishment. 
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100 YEARS AGO 

Submitted By Barbara Downs  

NEWSPAPER ITEMS FROM THE 

MUSKOGEE DAILY PHOENIX 

WELL APPOINTED BASEBALL PARK 

Home of the Muskogee Club One of the Best 

in the Southwest. 

   The new home of the Muskogee base ball club, 

Athletic park, is now about completed and is one of 

the best appointed in the Southwest. 

   The park is not a hurried up affair because it was 

started at a late date and the site was a matter 

hard to select. 

   It is substantially built and will last for the term 

that the owners have leased the grounds. 

   Not only this, but the appointments are all that 

could be desired to accommodate the best and larg-

est crowds of fans who ever go to a bas game in a 

city twice as large as Muskogee. 

Grand Stand and Bleachers. 

First comes the grand stand a model of comfort 

erected to accommodate a thousand spectators.  Se-

cond, the bleachers staunchly built and with a 

splendid view of the field.  Then there is a press box 

which is a dream.  President Tull has indeed been 

considerate of the lads who report the games and 

has at some expense built them a cozy little nest 

just behind the home plate under the grand stand 

where they can observe every movement of the 

players and be free from the noise of the crowds.  

(To read the rest of this article See Muskogee Daily 

Phoenix, 2 April 1910, page 8) 

 

MUSKOGEE UNDERTAKING COMPANY HAS 

BEAUTIFUL CHAPEL 

   Muskogee has long bee in need of an up-to-date 

mortuary chapel and this need has been amply sup-

plied by the Muskogee Undertaking Company, at 

their establishment on North Cherokee.  To have 

such a complete and finely furnished chapel is 

something new, not only to Muskogee, but this sec-

tion of the country. 

   This chapel has between provided at considerable 

expense to the company but no charge, whatever is 

made for its use.  The Muskogee Undertaking Com-

pany, realizing the need of such a chapel has 

spared no pains or expense to give Muskogee the 

best to be had. (excerpt of article Muskogee Daily 

Phoenix 3 April 1910 page2) 

BRIDGES SOON TO BE BUILT TWO MORE 

One on Spaulding Road and the Other Over 

Spaniard Creek Near Warner 

   County Commissioner Palmer yesterday selected 

the location for an additional bridge on the Spauld-

ing bridge road.  A few weeks ago a contract was let 

for a concrete bridge on the road, but to make it 

possible for all seasons, and to open to Muskogee 

trade the big Cheoka neighborhood it was found 

that this additional bridge must necessarily be 

built. 

   The commissioners have also decided to build a 

bridge over Spainard creek southeast of Warner 

and will open bids for its construction (Muskogee 

Daily Phoenix 7 April 1910 page 2) 

 

 

 

19
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Muskogee Indian Territory Chapter  

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 

  

Organized in Muskogee, Oklahoma 5 December 1904 with Carolyn Smith Reeves as Organizing Regent and 
Chartered 15 January 1907. Mrs. Reeves served as Chapter Regent at chartering and as Oklahoma’s first 

State Regent in 1908. 

  

Charter Members were:  

Carolyn Smith Reeves-Regent, Alice M. Robertson-Vice Regent,  Marion Brasee Sawyer-Recording Secre-
tary, Minnie Elizabeth Rector Fitts-Treasurer, Catherine Rector Patterson-Historian, Mary Newland Old-
ham-Registrar, Kathryn Blake Gulick, Frances Wainright Middleton,  Bessie Shelby West, Flora Strick-

land Bucher, Dora Bucher Hughes, and Augusta RobertsonMoore. 

  

 

Our History 

By Olivelle Graves and Olivia Cole 

  

 In 1904, in the little Indian Territory town of Muskogee, nine women gathered in the home of Mrs. 

T.L. Smith, 315 North 6th St. and considered organizing a local Daughters of the American Revolution 

Chapter.  Unable to be organized by the Oklahoma Territory Regent, they appealed to the National Board. 

 Three years later, on January 15, 1907, a chapter was organized in the apartment of Miss Alice 

Robertson in the McKibban Building at 3rd and Broadway.  Twelve members signed the chapter charter that 

day.  This was the first chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution orga-

nized in the eastern part of what is now Oklahoma.  Mrs. Ira L. Reeves served as the first Regent and the 

State Regent of Indian Territory. 

 When Convention Hall in Muskogee was destroyed by fire in 1956, the cornerstone was found to con-

tain a copper box laid in the Labor Day Dedication program of September 7, 1907. Among its contents was a 

United States flag with Oklahoma’s star (the 46th) added.  The flag had been donated by the Muskogee  

Chapter. 

 Oklahoma was admitted to the Union only a little over two months after that 1907 Labor Day Cele-

bration.  Not only was the newly organized Muskogee Chapter a pioneer one in Oklahoma, and even in the 

United States, but this chapter organized the first Daughters of the American Revolution Conference in the 

state.  The Conference was held in Muskogee in March 1909, in the home of Mrs. D.H. Middleton as 

‘Convener’ of the meeting. 
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Business meetings were held at the Elks Club and the dinner par 

ties were held at the Torson Hotel. Rain prevented the planned drive over the city to be followed by a tea at the 

home of Mrs. T.F. Smith.  In the evening the guests were entertained at the Hinton Theater (later the Ritz) by 

a performance of “Pinafore”. 

 The first cornerstone of the “Old Union Agency Building” was laid in 1875.  On August 11, 1955, a 

second cornerstone laying ceremony was held at the building scheduled to become a museum housing the lore 

and history of the Five Civilized Tribes.  In preparation for the ceremony the local Chapter had the flag pole 

refurbished and purchased a large gold leaf ball for the top. 

The Chapter conducted the ceremony which included the Knights Templar, resplendent in full uniform con-

ducting the Masonic speaker to the platform.  The Chapter presented the flag of the United States to the Veter-

ans who accepted and who in turn gave it to the Curator of the Museum. The pageant closed with the raising 

of the flag by the Veteran Honor Guard. 

 On June 9, 1982, a “Diamond Jubilee Event” written by Mrs. R.V.Johnson, was celebrated at the Five 

Tribes Museum west of the city. The pageant described the following events at this place: The Construction of 

the Union Agency in 1875 and Statehood in 1907.  In 1920, a forty foot flag pole and flag, measuring twelve 

by eighteen feet was placed at the Indian Agency Building, donated to the City of Muskogee by the Muskogee 

Chapter. 
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Regents of the Muskogee Indian Territory Chapter 
NSDAR 

 

Mrs. Ira Reeves  1907 

Miss Alice Robertson   1908 

Mrs. W.M. Patterson  1909 

Mrs. J.D. Benedict  1909-1910 

Mrs. P.C. West  1911-1913 

Mrs. George Butcher  1913-1915 

Mrs. Jane Livingston  1915-1917 

Mrs. W.L. Linhard  1917-1919 

Mrs. W.L. Mayes  1919-1921 

Mrs. C.W. Owens  1921-1923 

Mrs. H.C. Rogers  1923-1925 

Mrs. J.F. Johnston  1925-1927 

Mrs. H.A. Fitts  1927-1929 

Mrs. Ceylon S. Lewis  1929-1931 

Mrs. Earl Smith  1931-1935 

Mrs. William J. Cook  1935-1937 

Mrs. W. P. Braswell  1937-1939 

Mrs. C.E. Kerns  1939-1941 

Mrs. Howard Search  1941-1943 

Mrs. F.S. Crowe  1943-1944 

Mrs. L.F. Rooney  1944-1945 

Mrs. S.J. McCoy  1945-1947 

Mrs. Curt Buddrus  1947-1949 

Mrs. Paul Agent  1949-1951 

Mrs. Granville Norris  1951-1953 

Mrs. Charles Moon  1953-1955 

Miss Beatrice Freeman 1955-1957 

Mrs. O.V. Holmes  1957-1959 

Mrs. Tony Pratt  1959-1961 

Mrs. J.D. garrison  1961-1963 

Mrs. L.F. Rooney  1963-1965 

Mrs. J.S. McCoy  1965-1967 

Mrs. Edwin Hairston  1967-1969 

Mrs. Kenneth Reid  1969-1971 

Mrs. R.V. Johnson  1971-1973 

Miss Mary White  1973-1975 

Mrs. J.F. Perkins  1975-1977 

Mrs. Carl W. Taylor  1977-1980 

Mrs. R.V. Johnson  1980-1982 

Mrs. Earl Graves  1982-1984 

Mrs. Paul G. Molloy  1984-1986 

Mrs. M.G. Lindsey  1986-1988 

Mrs. E.L. Stewart  1988-1990 

Mrs. R.S. Embody  1990-1992 

Mrs. E.H. Fite, Jr.  1992-1994 

Mrs. Judson C. Jones  1994-1996 

Mrs. Earl H. Graves  1996-1998 

Mrs. Thomas E. Tobin,Jr.   1998-2000 

Mrs. T.B. Fullbright  2000-2002 

Mrs. M.G. Lindsey  2002-2004 

Lynn Ann Campbell  2004-2006 

Mrs. Thomas E. Tobin, Jr. 2006-2010 

Submitted by Sue Tolbert 
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Wanda has been a member of the Muskogee County Genea-
logical Society for many years.  She was unable to attend regu-
larly until recently, due to the health and care of her mother 
and a dear friend.   

This picture is typical of Wanda’s enjoyment our Society meet-
ings, particularly the Christmas Party held 17 December 2009.  
She was presenting her “stocking stuffer” research item along 
with the story behind it.  Wanda had just agreed to accept the 
position of hostess coordinator for the monthly meetings.   

The members of our society extend our warmest sympathies to 
her family and friends.  There were many. 

   Muskogee County Genealogical Society 
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Left:  Mark J. Lowrey 

Right:  L-R,  

Mark J. Lowrey,  

Milton Treadwell Lowrey  

Imogene Lowrey. 
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The Dead Whisper… 

 

Dear Sleuths, 

 

O.K. Here's the information on an orphan tombstone. We are try-
ing to find info about who these people were and perhaps from 
whence the tombstone came originally. 

H. M. Wife of 
 

D. H. McCRADY 
 

BORN Aug. 7, 1855 
 

DIED Nov. 20, 1886 
 
 
On the back is what I discovered (from Googling it) is a fairly 
common verse used on tombstones, although I never found the 
original source: 

Kind angels watch her sleeping dust, 
 

Till Jesus comes to raise the just, 
 

Then may she wake with sweet surprise 
 

And in her Saviour's image rise. 
 
I found McCradys in 1900 in O.T., but none matched these initials. Of course, the husband could 
have died previously. Didn't have any luck on the Dawes. But he was attending OU when he res-
cued it, but who knows where they got it originally? 
 
He put McCrady, but I wondered it it could be McGrady and the G could have lost its G-ishness. But 
there are also people named McCrady. 

Maybe I should warn the original inquirer that I'm turning lose the "Big Guns" on it. 

 
Nancy Calhoun 

Local History and Genealogy 

Muskogee Public Library 
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INDIAN PIONEER PAPER 

Vol. 91 pages 43-50 

An Interview with Mary Eddleman 

506 Market Street, Muskogee 

Ella Robinson, Investigator, Oct. 16, 1937 

LIFE AND EXPERIENCES OF AN INDIAN PIONEER WOMAN 

About the year 1760 two brothers, Robert and William Daugherty, left Ireland supposedly for political 
and religious reasons and emigrated to the United States; landing in New York they separated, one going to 
Virginia and the other to Georgia.  The brother in Virginia started West when he fell in with a band of roving 
Indians by whom he was taken prisoner.  He was rescued by a Cherokee girl who begged for his life.  He 
was adopted into the tribe and married the girl who had been successful in securing his release.  These 
events took place in the Cherokee Nation but just where is not known.  They had one son, William, who also 
married a Cherokee girl, Sallie Bunch.  They were my grandparents.  They with their family, left the Chero-
kee Nation in the East coming West between the years of 1817-19 with a party of Cherokees who settle in 
the northern part of what is now the state of Arkansas where there was a settlement of Cherokees.  They 
had a son, James Madison Daugherty, who married Eleanor McGeehee, and James Madison Daugherty 
and Eleanor Daugherty were my parents.  After my parents were married, they moved across the line into 
Missouri where they then established a comfortable home in which I was born.  As much trouble with the 
Indians had been experienced and conditions were unsettle in the new Indian Territory they at first decided 
to stay in Missouri, although they were of Indian blood. 

 
However, in the Fall of 1850 my parents decided to face all obstacles and move to the Territory.  I 

was three and a half years old at this time, having been born in April, 1848.  So selling their home and land, 
they started, taking their horses with them.  Mother and the small children traveled in a three-seated con-
veyance.  The covered wagon held the household goods and camping equipment.  Some of the men rode 
horseback and drove the horses.  Although I was only three and a half years old I always remembered the 
tall grass along the Texas road.  We crossed the Arkansas River near the present location of Okay.  We 
passed east of the present site of Muskogee, traveling on the old Texas trail.  On reaching the Territory eve-
rything looked so wild and unsettle that my father decided not to stop for, as he had been living in a settle 
community, he did not like the idea of moving into an entirely undeveloped country with a family of small 
children, so we traveled on into Texas, locating in Denton County.  My father died in 1853, leaving my moth-
er with six sons and one daughter.  After the death of my mother in 1880 and about the time the Civil War 
came on, my brothers placed me in school in the McKinzie College at Clarksville, Texas.  My five brothers 
who were old enough, enlisted in the Confederate Army under General Cooper.  Three were sent to the In-
dian Territory and served some time under General Stand Waitie.  Two of my brothers were in the battle of 
Honey Springs but were not injured.  They were in all the skirmishes in and around what are the towns of 
Muskogee and Frozen Rock.  My brother, Mack, was advanced to the rank of Captain.  Two of my brother 
stood on picket duty for days on top of Chimney Mountain, south of Muskogee.  Just before the battle of 
Honey Springs, the General and his staff had taken refuge in a negro cabin to plan an attack when a runner 
came, saying that the Federals were coming.  As they hurriedly left the cabin, the General forgot his false 
teeth that he had placed in a glass of water.  His orderly volunteered to go back and get them.  Just as the 
orderly left the cabin, after rescuing the teeth, a cannon ball fired by the Federals, tore a log out of the cabin 
wall.  The cabin stood for many years and after I came to the Territory I went to see it as I had heard my 
brother relate the story. 
 

At the close of the Civil War in 1866, I was married to D. J. Eddleman, who owned and operated a 
large horse ranch near Denton, Texas.  It was not for some time after my brothers had re-established their 
homes in Texas from which they had been absent during the war that they seriously thought of claiming 
their rights as Cherokee citizens in the Indian Territory and they took no definite action in the matter until the 
final enrollment of the Five Civilized Tribes was to be made by the Commissioners. 



 

63 

  
 
 A short time previously we had moved to Houston, Texas, where my husband was en-
gaged in business.  In the month of April, 1894, bringing my youngest child with my, I came to 
Muskogee to look for a location for myself and other members of the family and also for the pur-
pose of making application before the authorized tribunal for enrollment under the laws and trea-
ties of the United States, in which undertaking I was joined by my brother, James Daugherty, who 
had spent a number of years in the Cherokee Nation as a ranchman.  We secured our evidence in 
support of our claim and accordingly presented out application to Henry L. Dawes, Chairman of 
the commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, who had jurisdiction over such claims.  This claim was 
rejected by that body, as were other claims in wholesale fashion as appears on record in the files 
of the office of the Dawes  
 

Commission which are at the present time, 1937, in the United States Post Office Building, 
Muskogee.  By right the case was appealed to the United States Court in Muskogee and final de-
termination was to be made by Judge William M. Springer, Judge of said court for the Indian Terri-
tory.  From various sources the applicants were led to believe they would receive very favorable 
action by the judge as they had good cases and were justly entitled to be enrolled.  However, in 
this they were to be disappointed, as the judge called court at eight one night and without previ-
ously advising that these cases would be called for consideration, rejected the claimants, denying 
them the right to citizenship in the Cherokee Tribe to which they rightfully belonged according to all 
the evidence. 

 
The cause of this change of mind on the part of the judge, so the claimants have been reli-

ably informed by those in a position to know, was occasioned by the fact that an article of news 
appeared in the home town paper of Judge Springer, which was not favorable to him as a citizen 
of that town and which, as a news item only, reappeared in the Muskogee Evening Times, of 
which my husband, D. J. Eddleman, one of the applicants, was the editor.  This aroused the 
judge’s ire, and he expressed himself to the extent that he ruled against the applicants in their 
claim for citizenship in the Cherokee Tribe.  This item was printed as news only and was not di-
rected at the Judge; but it had this effect unfortunately for the applicants.  This fact is well known to 
several lawyers who heard the Judge express himself as being favorable to their claim, and later 
heard him express himself in anger over the appearance over the item in the paper. 

 
In 1885 my brother, James, came to the Indian Territory and established a cattle ranch 

which became one of the largest in the Territory.  It was located near Catoosa and embraced 
some ten thousand acres or more.  It extended to about the center of Tulsa now.  He also, as a 
young man, helped survey the noted Chisholm Trail through the Territory that was named in honor 
of Jess Chisholm, an Indian, who had driven cattle from west Texas to Kansas.  The trail started at 
San Antonio, Texas, and ended at Caldwell, Kansas. 

 
At moving to Muskogee in 1894, my husband bought a newspaper plant from Theodore 

Gulick and Mr. Bishop who had started the newspaper.  It was a morning paper, called the 
“Muskogee Morning Times” and was later changed to an evening paper, the “Muskogee Evening 
Times”.  After numerous changes, it is now the “Muskogee Times Democrat”, owned and Pub-
lished by the Phoenix Company.  We sold the paper in 1899 to Mr. Kessler, and experienced 
newspaper man from Kansas.  My husband then retired from business and died in Muskogee, No-
vember 26, 1922.  We were the parents of nine children, five of whom are living. 

  
(Transcribed by Barbara Downs) 
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New Titles in the Grant Foreman Collection 
 

1st Quarter 2010 
 

Nancy Calhoun, Muskogee Public Library 
 

Heraldry Foreign 
Map Guide to German Parrish Registers: 
Vol. 24-Thuringia 
Vol. 25-Saxony I 
Vol. 26-Saxony II 
Vol. 27-Sachsen I  
Vol. 28-Sachsen II 
Vol. 29-Sachsen III 
Vol. 30-Hanover I 
Clans and Families of Ireland - The Heritage and Heraldry of Irish Clans and Families—John Grenham 
 
United States: General 
The Life and Times of Rev. Stephen Foreman—Cooleela Faulkner 
The Real Wild West—Michael Wallis 
Jesse Chisholm—Ralph B. Cushman 
The Prairie Was On Fire: Eyewitness Accts. Of the Civil War in I.T.—Whit Edwards 
 
United States: Regional 
Understanding Colonial Handwriting-Harriet Stryker-Rodda 
Miz Lucy’s Cookies and other Links –Eddie Faye Gates 
The Gentle Tamers: Women of the Old Wild West—Dee Brown 
 
Family Histories— 
Family Story of Bonnie and Clyde—Phillip W. Steele 
 
Georgia- 
Georgia A State History – Buddy Sullivan 
 
Missouri- 
Divorce Records 1900-1910 Greene County 
Divorce Records 1911-1920 Greene County 
Abstract of Birth and Death Records- 1883-1890 
Index to Greene Co. Stray Records 1833-1913 
Index to Hunter’s Licenses 1905-1919 
 
Native American- 
The Mystic Warriors of the Plains – Thomas E. Mails 
Eyes of the King—Barbara Louise Clouse 
 
North Carolina— 
Formation of North Carolina Counties—1663-1943—David Leroy Corbitt 
 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma Rough Rider-Billy McGinty’s Own Story—Jim Fullbright 
Ghost Towns of Oklahoma – John W. Morris 
1970 Manual Training High School- 6th Mammoth Reunion 
History of Bethany-96 Years-Bethany Presbyterian Church 
Bulletin of the Oklahoma Anthropological Society V.XLII 1993 
Tulsa! Biography of the American City – Danney Goble, Ph.D. 
Ft. Gibson Middle and High School 2003 
Marriage Records of Okmulgee Co. OK 1907-1922 
WPA Guide to 1930’s OK 
 
Texas— 
Where the Rainbows Wait: the Remarkable Lessons Taught and Learned …--Trent Jones 
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31 May 1918 pg 10 Muskogee Daily Phoenix Submitted by Jere Harris 
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Muskogee County Genealogical  
& Historical Society 

801 W. Okmulgee 
Muskogee, OK 74401 

 

Return Service Requested 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

Ronald Smith, South Holland, IL 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

 
Wisconsin Historical Society 

Linda Stout  

 

PEDIGREE\CHARTS 

 

Milton Martin Lowrey 
 

The Muskogee County Genealogical Socie-

ty would like to extend our warmest wel-

come to our new members and apprecia-

tion to all of those who have renewed their 

memberships.   

 

Each new member and renewal member is 

encouraged to submit an ancestry chart. 

 

Quarterly Publication 
April—June, 2010 

 


