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On Sunday, December 7th, 1941 

the Japanese launched a sur-

prise attack against the U.S. 

forces stationed at Pearl Har-

bor , Hawaii . By planning his 

attack on a Sunday, the Japa-

nese commander Admiral 

Nagumo, hoped to catch the en-

tire fleet in port. As luck would 

have it, the Aircraft Carriers 

and one of the Battleships were 

not in port. (The USS Enter-

prise was returning from Wake 

Island, where it had just deliv-

ered some aircraft. The USS 

Lexington was ferrying aircraft 

to Midway, and the USS Sarato-

ga and USS Colorado were un-

dergoing repairs in the United 

States.)    

 In spite of the latest in-

telligence reports about the 

missing aircraft carriers (his 

most important targets), Admi-

ral Nagumo decided to contin-

ue the attack with his force of 

six carriers and 423 aircraft. At 

a range of 230 miles north of 

Oahu, he launched the first 

wave of a two-wave attack. Be-

ginning at 0600 hours his first 

wave consisted of 183 fighters 

and torpedo bombers which 

struck at the fleet in Pearl Har-

bor and the airfields in Hickam, 

Kaneohe and Ewa. The second 

strike, launched at 0715 hours, 

consisted of 167 aircraft, which 

again struck at the same tar-

gets.    

 At 0753 hours the first 

wave consisting of 40 Nakajima 

B5N2 "Kate" torpedo bombers, 

51 Aichi D3A1 "Val" dive bomb-

ers, 50 high altitude bombers 

and 43 Zeros struck airfields 

and Pearl Harbor. Within the 

next hour, the second wave ar-

rived and continued the attack.  

  

 When it was over, the 

U.S. losses were:  

   

 

 

Pearl 

Harbor  

WWII 

Cont’d on page 90 
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Manuscript Submission 

Persons wishing to submit manuscripts or 
material for publication in the MCGS Quar-
terlies are requested to send their electron-
ic files in Rich Text format to the following 
email address:  

mucogeso@yahoo.com  

All other material may be mailed to the 
address listed above.  Material that has 
been previously published must be noted. 

 

2008 MCGS Board 

 
Wally Waits—President 

Stacy Blundell—Vice President 

Linda Stout—Secretary 

Barbara Downs—Treasurer 

Randy Painter—Past President 

 

Members at Large: 

 

Sherry Jackson—Publications 

Joyce Street—Library 

Carol Payne — Publicity 

Alissa Hill —Workshops  

 & Education 

Nancy Lasater—Editor 

Nancy Calhoun—Library Liaison 

Sue Tolbert— Museum Liaison 

OUR RESEARCH POLICY 
 
is outlined on our website or you may write 
to us for a Research Request Form at: 
 
Muskogee County Genealogical  Society  

c/o Muskogee Public Library,  

801 West Okmulgee,  

Muskogee, OK 74401  

Or visit our website at:  

http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/ 

Our Purpose 

 The MCGS was formed in 1983 
for the purpose of promoting the general 
study of genealogy through workshops, 
seminars, and monthly programs; and to 
discover and preserve any material that may 
establish or illustrate the history of Indian 
Territory and Muskogee County and its 
families. 

Meetings  

 MCGS meetings are held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month (except July 
and August) at 6:00 PM at the Muskogee 
Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Mus-
kogee, OK. The Board of Directors meetings 
are held the third Tuesday at 5:30 PM at the 
library.  All members are invited to attend 
the Board meetings. 

Membership 

Membership in MCGS is open to anyone 
promoting the purpose of the Society.  Indi-
vidual or family membership is $21 per year 
and includes the Quarterly publication.  An 
$11 per year membership is available for 
those that do not wish to receive the Quar-
terly.   

To defray the cost of postage, we ask that 
members pick up their Quarterly at the 
March, June, September and December 
meetings whenever possible.   

Members may also choose to have an elec-

Publications & Research Requests 

About the Muskogee County Genealogical & Historical 

1-Dec-15 

Dear Members, 

 

This issue is dedicated to the 
many men and women who 
have served in the various 
armed services for our Unit-
ed States of America.   Some 
of our members have graciously agreed to let us 
use their pictures and stories to be included in 
this simple tribute.   

You will note some were not involved in actual 
combat in an official conflict, however their 
contribution to the pursuit of security and 
peace is also an asset to our homeland.   

I know for certain there are many others who 
have not been included here by name, rank or 
face, but our pride should be extended to each 
and everyone who ever served. 

    Enjoy the read, 

    Nancy Lasater, Editor 

http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/
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MCGS Member Information 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

Wisconsin Historical Society 

Madison, Wisconsin 

June, 2008 

 

******** 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

 

Cornelia Jane Davis 

Jack & Anna Keys 

Polly Hatcher 

July, 2008 

 

******** 

 

“PEARL HARBOR”  

 

The contributor of the won-

derful pictures and article is 

unknown at this printing.  

We wish to give the proper 

credit, so be sure to tell us if 

you submitted this infor-

mation so we can 

acknowledge your effort in 

The Muskogee County Genealogical Society would like to welcome our new members and thank those of 

you who have chosen to renew your membership.  The next step?  Please submit a copy of your ancestor 

chart.  You never know when someone might read the information and help you move another “brick 

wall”. 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR MUSKOGEE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

September 16 5:30 p.m.  MCGS Board Meeting at the library in the Local History and Genealogy Dept.   

    All members are welcome to attend. 

 

September 25 6:00 p.m.  How-to” will be presented by Nancy Calhoun - Study of a Map Database 

  7:00 p.m.   Program will be Marjorie Barton about the WPA in Oklahoma.  She will also be telling us 

    about her new book. 

 

 October 4 9:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m. Saturday from 9-3:30 will be the Fall Workshop [pre-registration form page 107] .   

            Classes offered:  9:00-9:30 Registration 

       9:30  Advancing Your Research Skills - Jere Harris 

     10:30  Tracing Female Ancestors - Stacy Blundell 

     11:30  Pre Civil War Arkansas Research - Wally Waits 

     12:15  Lunch - Brown Bag or Reserve a Catered Box Lunch 

       1:30  Federal Land Records - Sue Tolbert & Stacy Blundell 

       2:30  Researching Common Surnames - Nancy Calhoun 

 

October 21 5:30 p.m. MCGS Board Meeting  

October 23 6:00 p.m.  Wally will present the How To Session, subject to be announced at the September Mtg. 

  7:00 p.m.  Speakers will be Melisa Fouch - Director of Program Gifts @ Bacone College and  

    Francis Donaldson - Librarian of Bacone College.  Their program : Bacone's Story - 

    Past, Present, & The Future. 

 Also, we are asking that members bring pictures [preferably digitized] or old home video clips of your or your 

 ancestors' Christmas Memories for a slide show to present at the annual Christmas Mtg.  All material must have 

 the people identified and an accurate name and address for return of material. 

November 13 3:00-5:00 p.m. Jim Fullbright will be at the Three Rivers Museum for a book signing. 

  6:00 p.m. Mr. Fullbright will give a review of his book.  This event is being co-sponsored by the 

    Muskogee County Genealogical Society and the Three Rivers Museum. 

 

November 18   5:30 p.m. MCGS Board Meeting at the Library in the Local History and Genealogy Room. 

November 20 6:00 p.m.  25 Things You Can Learn From Enlistment & Draft Papers - Stacy Blundell 

  7:00 p.m.  Keith Myers presents : Remembering Our Veterans through Patriotic Military Pro 

    grams.  All branches of the service are covered in his display and discussion. 

 

December 16 5;30 p.m.  MCGS Board Meeting 

December 18 6:00 p.m.  Annual Christmas Party -"Christmas Memories", Bring a friend, a covered dish, a good 

    caroling voice, a story or show & tell item from your family’s Christmases.   

    Come join the fun ! 

And to keep everyone in suspense, we will announce the Spring & Summer Calendar of 2009 at the Christmas Party! 
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The Vann House Goes Hollywood! 

 

“We Shall Remain” is a five-part, primetime PBS television series for 

broadcast in April, 2009.  The series will present a multifaceted look at 

Native ingenuity and perseverance over the course of more than three cen-

turies.  Each of the episodes focuses on important historical events with 

the third episode focusing on the Cherokee and the infamous Trail of 

Tears.  It will be told through the eyes of Vann family friend Major Ridge 

and his family but will feature the Van House as a stand-in for the Ridge 

home.  For more information on the film, please go to”  

 www.pbs.org/weshallremain.   

 

This article is transcribed directly from the Spring-Summer 2008 Whit-

field-Murray Historical Society, Friends of the Vann House, with permis-

sion of Virginia Vann Perry. Thank you, Virginia for sharing this wonder-

ful information with us.  What an honor for the Vann Family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Vann House 

State Historic Site, Chatsworth, Georgia, USA 

Called the “showplace of the Cherokee Nation”, this two-story classic brick mansion was built by Chief 

James Vann in 1804.  Decorated with beautiful Cherokee hand carvings done in natural colors of blue, 

red, green and yellow, the home features a cantilevered stairway and many fine antiques.  

  

Although Van was “Feared by many and loved by few,” he contributed more to the education of the lead-

ers of the Cherokee Nation than anyone else.  He was responsible for bringing the Moravian missionair-

ies to his people to teach the children and he supported the Christian civilization as a means of progress 

for the Cherokee.  Still an Indian, Vann was a polygamist who had three wifes and five children.  He was 

killed in 1908 for having shot his  brother-in-law during a duel the previous year.  Vann’s young son, Jo-

seph, inherited the house and his father’s various businesses.   

 

The Vann House passed out of the hands of the family when “Rich Joe” Vann unknowingly violated state 

law by hiring a white man to work for him.  The government seized his properties and the house was 

awarded to a white land lottery winner in 1834.  This information and photo courtesy of the Chief Van 

House website: www.morthga.net/murray/vann.html 

http://www.pbs.org/weshallremain
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The Widows’ Pension Law was passed by the Tennessee Legislature to provide for widows of soldiers of the Civil 

War.  An eligible widow must have married the soldier before 1900 and have been a resident of Tennessee for at 

least three years. 

Susan Orr had lived in Tennessee all of her life but she married John Rufus Orr in December 1906.  Therefore, 

her application for pension was rejected.   

John Rufus Orr (pictured above) is my great-grandfather.  He served as an officer in Company F., 23rd Regi-

ment, Tennessee Infantry, CSA.  He enlisted July 13, 1861 and was released June 19, 1865. 

Marlene Leahey 
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The Skinny on the Status of the Indexing of Obituaries at the Library 

There has been some discussion as to why the indexing of the obituaries from the Muskogee newspa-

pers have not been made available for research.  Good Question!  The shortest answer is “not enough 

volunteers or time in the day.”  Right now, Sherry Jackson is nearly complete with the huge project of 

indexing the obits from the Library card file.  Other volunteers from MCGS are working on the index-

ing and that is along with helping library patrons with their family research.    

The indexing is not an easy task.  It takes a lot of tedious researching of sometimes hard-to-read film 

to get all the information ready for the public.. Once the indexing is complete, it then needs to be edit-

ed and formatted to be added to the data on the website of the Muskogee County Genealogy Society.  

Then, thanks to Sue Tolbert’s effort, using the information for research has been made much easier.   

These efforts have not gone unrewarded as the Society has had multiple requests for information about 

the name (s)  of a relative found on our indexes.  With the efforts of Sherry Jackson, Barbara Downs 

and Joyce Street, most of the requests are handled in a timely manner.  That usually results in more 

follow-up requests because they know the turn-around time is reasonable. 

What is really needed at this point are more of the members to be involved in this volunteer effort.  

Even a few hours a week would be a great deal of help and it isn’t hard to learn.   If you have time, 

please contact any of the volunteers, or personnel at the library and they can get you started.  You 

need to be careful though.  It can be addictive and there is always the danger of wanting to read all the 

other news of the past.  On the other hand, many of those interesting articles can be transcribed into 

more items for future quarterlies. 
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Company M, First Oklahoma Infantry:  

Capt. Harold Lee—1st Lieut. R. L. Carle 

On March 31, 1917, the First Oklahoma In-

fantry, Army National Guard, was mobilized 

for World War I service.  Company M was 

originally mustered at Kingfisher, OK. 

The First Oklahoma joined the Seventh Tex-

as Infantry at Camp Bowie, Texas to form 

the 142nd Regiment, Thirty-Sixth Infantry 

Division.  These guardsmen arrived in 

France on July 31, 1918.  They participated 

in the all-American offensive—St. Mihiel 

Drive and the Meuse-Argonne Offensive.  In 

October 1918 they saw combat near the 

town of St. Etienne, only 100 yards from 

German fortifications. 

Three of my great uncles are pictured here: 

The Henry brothers, Charles and Noah and 

First Sgt. Johnny Elmer New. [Names no-

tated on the appropriate photo. 

Sgt. New died in combat on 9 Oct 1918.  He 

was awarded the Croix de Guerre for ex-

traordinary heroism displayed under fire.  

He is buried at the Mustang Cemetery, Mus-

tang, OK.  One of my favorite mementos is 

his water canteen.  He inscribed his initials 

into it and carried it with him into France. 

ID First Oklahoma Infantry Pictures. (3 

parts increase to improve recognition)  Page 

80, left:  Left portion of three-part panorama 

photo of Company M. 

  ————- 

Page 80, left: Left portion of three-part pan-

orama photo of Company M. 

Page 81, left:  Middle portion of three-part 

panorama photo of Company M. 

Page 82, left:  Right portion of three-part 

panorama photo of Company M. 

  

Photo by Hale & Hiatt—Oklahoma City. 
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Page 81, right:  Thanksgiving Day 

menu from Camp Perry, Williams-

burg, VA where the 146th Construc-

tion Battalion (Seabees) trained.  

[shown here in 4 parts] 

Page 82, left:  Right portion of three-

part panorama photo of Company M. 

Page 83, upper left:  First Sgt. John-

ny Elmer New. 

Page 83, lower left:  Chief Russell 

Henry (on the left).   

Article and Pictures for Pages 78– 84 

Provided by Marlene Leahey. 
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First Sergeant Johnny Elmer New, trained at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma and Camp Pike, 

Texas, before shipping to France with the First Oklahoma Infantry, in 1918.  Sgt. 

New was my great Uncle. 

Chief Russell Henry (on the left) served in the Seabees with the 146th Construction 

Battalion, U. S. Navy, in France during World War II.  Seabees were sent into battle 

zones first to build bridges, runway strips and roads.  They were both fighting men 

and construction specialists.  Chief Henry, my uncle, served in France and on Oki-

nawa before being discharged at the end of the war to return 

to his family in Chickasha, Oklahoma. 
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LEAHEY PICTURE ID. 

Mrs. Philip Leahey of Leominster, MA, displayed five blue stars in her window during World War II.  Five of her children 

served in the military service.  (Left to right, standing) Francis Leahey served in the U. S. Army; William Leahey served 

in the US Navy.  He was a radio operator on a Martin Mars Flying Boat; Arthur Leahey served in the US Army.  Mary 

Leahey and Gladys Leahey (seated) served in the US Army Air Corps as control tower operators.  All five brothers and 

sisters survived the war and returned to the Leominster area. 

After World War II, Stg. Gladys Leahey, reinlisted and served as secretary to both Generals Lauris Norstad and Lyman 

Lemnitzer, supreme Headquarters, Allied Powers , Europe.  The Gladys V. Leahey papers concerning those commands 

are archived at both the National Archives and the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library.  When she retired from 

the US Air Forde she returned to her hometown of Leominster. 

These Leahey Brothers and sisters are the aunts and uncles of Robert Leahey of Muskogee who served in the US Army 

for 20 years. 
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IVEY ESTEP 

CIVIL WAR—UNION 

The Civil War discharge document says:   

To all whom it may concern, know you that Ivy Estep a 

Private of Captain Pat Cosgrove Company L, Batt. 2nd 

Regiment of Kansas Cavalry Volunteers who was en-

rolled on the first day of December one thousand eight 

hundred and sixty three to serve three years or during 

the war, is hereby discharged from the service of the 

United States this twenty-second day of June, 1864, at 

Fort Gibson, Cherokee Nation.  

Ivy Estep was born in Independence in the State of Ar-

kansas, is forty five years of age.  Five feet, eleven inches 

high, light complexion, blue eyes, blond hair and by oc-

cupation, when enrolled, a farmer.   

Ivey Estep is the Great-Great-Grandfather of Nancy 

Stanton Lasater. 

STEPHEN DAVIS GAY 

WORLD WAR I—Draft Registration Card 

DOB: June 27, 1891, Chandler, Indiana 

Completed his registration June 5, 1917 at Indianola, Pittsburg Coun-

ty, Oklahoma 

He is described as single, Caucasian, of medium build with blue eyes 

and black hair.  I have no further information as to whether/where he 

served in the military.  

Stephen Gay (lower right) is the youngest brother of Jennie Helen Gay 

Wallen, the maternal Grandmother of Nancy Lasater. 

VON L. STOUT 

U. S. ARMY 
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WORLD WAR II: 

Arthur Clifton Stanton, Jr., US Navy. 

Picture is dated August 31, 1943.  While I 

have several pictures of his service years, I 

do not have the information as to where he 

was in combat. 

“J R” (right) is the brother of Edward Lay-

men Stanton and Uncle of Nancy Lasater 

 

WORLD WAR II 
 

EDWARD LAYMEN STANTON 

 

Is the father of Nancy Stanton Lasater and Virginia Stanton Greer.  He attempted to register for the draft n Muskogee 

but because of his age and  occupation, he was urged to served as a civilian in Norfolk, Virginia.  This is part of the 

letter of recommendation he received when he decided to return with his family to Oklahoma.  He is just one of so 

many who helped the war effort from the homeland. 
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Frank Greer is the late e husband of Virginia Stan-

ton Greer and the brother-in-law of Nancy Lasater.  

His legacy lives on in his son and wife, Bill and wife 

Barbie Greer and his beloved grandchildren, Jake 

and Maddy Greer. 

William Frank Greer 

U. S. Army 

 

OUR FAMILY OF SERVICE PERSONNEL 

Jere Harris: Matthew Mark Hale - Civil War - GA Peter R. Cox - Civil War - AR Joshua T. Pennington - 

  Civil War - KY Peter Leininger - Civil War - Sgt.  - PA J. Word Pennington - WWII - Pay

  roll clerk - OK   Tim's are:   John Thomas Everman - KY - Civil War William W. McGinnis 

  - PA - War of 1812 Francis McGinnis - PA - Revolutionary War Clarence E. Harris - KY - 

  WWII - Navy - submarine crew David Harris - KY - WWII - killed in action over England - 

  Army-Air Force - gunner David R. Harris - OH - Viet Nam. 

Marlene Leahey: John Rufus Orr an officer in Company F., 23rd Regiment, Tennessee Infantry, 

   CSA.  - First Sgt. Johnny Elmer New; Charles Henry and Noah Henry, First Okla

   homa Infantry, Army National Guard, mobilized for World War I service; Chief 

   Russell Henry, First Oklahoma Infantry, Seabees, U. S. Navy;  Francis Leahey,  

   U. S. Army; William Leahey, U. S. Navy; Arthur Leahey, U. S. Army; Mary Leahey, 

   U. S. Army Air Corps; Gladys Leahey, U. S. Army Air Corps. 

 

Nancy Lasater: Peter Gay, Militiaman, American Revolution; Ivey Estep, Civil War;  Stephen 

   Davis Gay, WWI; Arthur Clifton Stanton, Jr., U. S. Navy, WWII; Edward Laymen 

   Stanton, Civilian Construction work for U. S. Navy, WWII; William Frank Greer, 

   Sgt., U. S. Army. 

Linda Stout:  Von L. Stout, U. S. Army, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Stout. 

 

If you have military personnel that you would like to acknowledge, please leave the information with the 

library or a board member and we will try to include their name(s) in the next issue. 
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THESE NAMES OF OURS, A Book of Surnames 

by Augustus Wilfrid Dellquest 

Pages 177-179 

Copyright 1938 by Thomas Y. Crowell Company 

 

JOHNSON 

John might be termed the "father of surnames."  In its various forms and derivatives John has passed into the 

nomenclature of over twenty languages and has provided names for millions of people. The name John, popularly 

interpreted:  "God's grace," becomes Jan in Spanish; Ivan in Russian; Gomez in Portuguese; Shane (Seain) in 

Irish; Jank in Polish; Giovanni in Italian; and Yohannan in Persian.  The several nicknames of John, such as 

Jack, Jan, Jen, Han, have in themselves originated a host of surnames.  In the Welsh, John is represented by 

Evan  and Johan is a popular form in the Scandinavian counties.  The following are a few of the many surnames 

meaning "son of John" all cognate with the common name Johnson:  Jansen, Johanson, McShane, 

(MacSeain), MacGeoch, MacKean, Hanson, Ivanovitch, Fitzjohn, Bevan, Bowen, Jennings, Jankowitz, 

Jackson, Owens, Evans, Jones.  This list could be enlarged considerably by the inclusion of the many variants of 

the Johnson-names.  The Celtic languages rendered John as Ain, Oin, forms represented by the surnamed Ow-

en.  There also are many feminine forms of John, including such well-known names as: Jane, Johanna, Jean, 

Janet, Jenny, and Hannah.  The spread of the John names can be ascribed principally to the fame of Saint 

John, disciple of Jesus, but there are definite indications that John is of yet remoter origin.  Some writers explain 

the formation of John by supposing a coalescence of Jehovah (name of God) with Hannah (grace, mercy).  Cer-

tain Gaelic scholars identify John with Angus; while other researchers look for some association of the name 

John with the Old English word jonna (the womb) and its derivative jong, signifying “youth.”  In truth, John is a 

marvel among names! 

 

JOHNSTON 

“The town of John,” formerly written Johnstoun, Johnstown, Johnstone.  A famous Scottish Highland name, 

the clan Johnston was one of the Boarder clans, founded in the thirteenth century by Sir Gilbert de Johnstoun. 

 

JONES 

Jones is preponderantly Welsh surname that has spread into every corner of the English-speaking world, and has 

become one of the commonest of family names.  Jones is one of the Welsh ways of saying: “Johnson.”  The oft-

quoted rhyme by the Bishop of Lichfield, although written about the year 1540, still gives a fairly good general idea 

of Welsh family names: 

  “Take ten,” he said, “and call them Rice; 

  Take another ten, and call them Price; 

  A hndred more, and dub them Hughes; 

  Take fifty others, call them Pughes; 

  Now Roberts name some hundred score; 

  And Williams name a legion more; 

  And call,” he moaned in languid tones, 

  “Call all the other thousands—JONES!” 
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Jun 13 Dec 1918  page 3, Muskogee Daily Phoenix.  Submitted by Joyce Street 
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Cont’d from Page 73  

 

Casualties 

USA: 218 KIA, 364 WIA.  

USN: 2,008 KIA, 710 WIA.  

USMC: 109 KIA, 69 WIA.  

Civilians: 68 KIA, 35 WIA.  

TOTAL: 2,403 KIA, 1,178 WIA. 

 

Battleships  

USS Arizona (BB-39) - total loss when a bomb 

hit her magazine.  

USS Oklahoma (BB-37) - Total loss when she capsized and sunk in the harbor.  

USS California (BB-44) - Sunk at her berth. Later raised and repaired.  

USS West Virginia (BB-48) - Sunk at her berth. Later raised and repaired.  

USS Nevada - (BB-36) Beached to prevent sinking. Later repaired.  

USS Pennsylvania (BB-38) - Light damage.  

USS Maryland (BB-46) - Light damage.  

USS Tennessee (BB-43) Light damage.  

USS Utah (AG-16) - (former battleship used as a target) - 

Sunk.  

 

Cruisers  

USS New Orleans (CA-32) - Light Damage.  

USS San Francisco (CA38) - Light Damage.  

USS Detroit (CL-8) - Light Damage.  

USS Raleigh (CL-7) - Heavily damaged but repaired.  

USS Helena (CL-50) - Light Damage.  

USS Honolulu (CL-48) - Light Damage. 

 

Destroyers  

USS Downes (DD-375) - Destroyed. Parts salvaged.  

USS Cassin - (DD-37 2) Destroyed. Parts salvaged.  

USS Shaw (DD-373) - Very heavy damage.  

USS Helm (DD-388) - Light Damage. 

  

Minelayer  

USS Ogala (CM-4) - Sunk but later raised and repaired. 

 

Seaplane Tender 

USS Curtiss (AV-4) - Severely damaged but later repaired.  

 

Repair Ship 

USS Vestal (AR-4) - Severely damaged but later repaired. 

 

Harbor Tug 

USS Sotoyomo (YT-9) - Sunk but later raised and repaired. 

  

Aircraft 

188 Aircraft destroyed (92 USN and 92 U.S. Army Air Corps.)  
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WE 

SHALL 

NOT 

FORGET 

WORLD WAR II 
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INDIAN PIONEER PAPERS 

Andrew Jackson (Jake) Berryhill 

Interview # 6646 Page 484 

Jas. S. Buchanan, Interviewer 

July 9, 1937 

  
            I was born September 15, 1856 near Fishertown, Creek Nation. 

 

            My father was Jeff Berryhill. The son of Pleasant Berryhill, a native of Ireland and a Creek woman. 

 

            My mother was Nancy (Sizemore) Berryhill, a white woman. 

 

            My parents separated at the beginning of the Civil War when I was only five years of age.  My father took my only brother, 

Pleasant Berryhill, who was three years older than I, and I remained with my mother.  We lived with the Cherokees near where the 

little town of Texana is located and I was taught the Cherokee language and spoke no other language until after I was twelve years of 

age. 
            My most vivid recollection of the Civil War is of the battle of Honey Springs.  My mother, with a great number of other 

women, their children and what few personal belongings they could carry, fled south ahead of the retreat of the Confederate Ar-

my.  They waded and swam across the Canadian River at Standing Rock and continued the long weary march south which terminat-

ed at the Colbert Ferry on the Red River.  The hardships of that long march of many days are indescribable.  We camped on the bank 

of Red River and each day brought more refugees until it grew into quite a large camp.  We remained in this camp in the Choctaw 

Nation about one year, or until after the close of the Civil War. 
            We would draw our rations from the military supply headquarters at Bonham and Paris, Texas.  I can remember riding horse-

back behind my mother to Bonham to draw supplies.  It would take us a day to ride from the camp to Bonham where we would camp 

for the night and draw our rations.  The next morning Mother and I with our sack of rations on the old disabled army horse that the 

military headquarters had given us would start on the twenty-mile trip back to the camp.  During the time in this camp my mother 

was married to a Cherokee by the name of Wilson Cordrey who came from Georgia to the Indian Territory in 1835. 
            In 1866, the refugees in this camp all returned to the Cherokee Nation, using conveyances of every description and on 

foot.  Several disabled military horses had been given us’ some had acquired ox teams and cows which were used to pull the wagons 

and two-wheeled carts.  I remember we used cowhides for wagon sheets or covers to protect s and our meager belongings from the 

weather. 
            On our return to the Cherokee Nation, my mother and step-father stopped at Standing Rock in the spring of 1866, made a 

crop and remained there until November of that year.  Leaving there we moved to a place known as the Dave Rider place near Ft. 

Gibson. 
            The conditions in the Cherokee Nation after the were serious, in fact beyond description.   Everything that was left behind in 

their flight from the nation was gone.  The houses and barns were burned, fences destroyed and stock killed or driven away. 
            My step-father and mother spent the remainder of their lives in the Cherokee Nation.   My mother died near Braggs in 1894 

and was buried in the old Cordrey burial ground at Ft. Gibson.  My step-father died at the home of his son, Cooper Cordrey, near 

Park Hill in l893. 
            In 1880 I was married to Jane Yarborough, the daughter of Edward and Rachel (Brakbill) Yarborough.  She was born in 

Georgia in l855.  Six children were born to us, five of which are now living. 
            The land on which I am now living at the time of this writing is the original claim I staked out in l884 and on which I have 

reared my family. 
            When I first staked the claim, an Indian by the name of Harjo jumped the claim but I later acquired the claim through A. P. 

McKellop and in later years when allotments were made, I filed on the land as my allotment. 
            In l885, I went to work for C. W. Turner on the old Three Bar Ranch which was located south of where the little town of 

Yahola now stands.  I worked for Mr. Turner, riding range about two years.  C. W. Turner and Pleasant Porter were partners in that 

ranch.  Leaving the employment of c. W. Turner, I formed a partnership with J. E. and W. S.  Harsha and established a cattle ranch 

on the land that consisted of my family allotments two miles southeast of Summit.  We operated this ranch about nineteen 

years.  There was good money made in the cattle business in those days.  The range was much better than it was in later years.  I 

have seen the blue stem prairie grass here in the Indian Territory in the early days as high as a horse’s back, but over-pasturing de-

stroyed it to a great extent. 
            My first attempt at the cattle business was back in l883 when I was living at Ft. Gibson.  My wife’s uncle, Bill Essex, loaned 

me $500.00 to start me out.  With the $500.00 and a little bay mule for a saddle horse, I started out buying cattle.  I bought up about 

thirty head of cattle in the vicinity of Ft. Gibson and Tahlequah. 
            Under the Cherokee tribal laws no citizen was allowed to have in his possession stock that was the property of a non-citizen 

and graze them in the Cherokee Nation.  Therefore, George Redbird, sheriff of the Illinois district, finding me with the herd of cattle 

I had bought, thinking that they were the property of some non-citizen, not believing me when I informed him that they were my 

cattle and that I had bought them, seized the cattle and drove the herd to Chief Bill Ross’ place and put them in his pasture to be sold 

as the Cherokee law provided.  I was more than two months proving ownership of the cattle and repossessing the herd.  It was due to 
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this case of discrimination that I denounced my citizenship in the Cherokee Nation in 1884 and moved to the Creek Nation and have 

been with the Creeks ever since. 
            In the early days there was quite a bit of trouble experienced by the settlers from horse thieves.  In 1893, I had a horse stolen 

from my pasture and the earth being soft, I was able to trail the horse and the horse of the rider that took him.  I trailed them to the 

home of Jack Evans three miles south of my place.  There I was informed that my horse was found near their place, shot.  I examined 

the horse and found that it had been shot three times with a Winchester.  I continued on the trail of the rider’s horse and learned the 
identity of the man I was seeking through settlers that had seen him, to be Joe Pierce, a half-breed Choctaw Negro.  I trailed Joe 

Pierce to Skullyville, Choctaw Nation, but I lost his trail there and returned home.  At this same time I learned that a horse had been 

stolen from Dr. Smith at Eufaula and we suspicioned Pierce of this theft. 
            About two weeks after we chased Joe Pierce out of these parts, a man by the name of Rule of Oktaha had a horse stolen from 

the hitch rack at Captain Sever’s store in Muskogee.  On investigation we learned that a Negro by the name of Pete Spade was the 

man who stole Rule’s horse.  While looking around the country for his horse, Rule rode up to a place where some relatives of Spade 

lived and when he approached the house, he saw a man mount a horse and dash away and disappear in the timber of the nearby creek 

bottom.  Rule came to my house a short distance from the place and asked me if I saw the fellow ride into the brush and if I know 

who he was, and I told him I saw him and it was  Gabe Moore, a negro who had been picking cotton for me.  Rule said “I believe he 

was riding my horse”.   I told Rule, “Butler Creek bottom won’t hold him very long.”   I saddled my horse and with Rule, some other 

men we called together, we started for Moore’s hiding place.  I took position at the edge of the timber where I thought he would be 

liable to come out and the men scattered out and came in from the other side in search of him.  I didn’t have long to wait.  He dashed 

out of the brush near me in a dead run across the prairie and I took in after him.  The horse he was riding was a good horse and a fast 

one’ therefore, he made it to the Katy Railroad quite a distance ahead of me, and at the crossing, turned his horse north along the 

track inside of the right-of –way fence.  I cut across in an effort to head him off and just as I was about even with him, his horse fell 

over a little bank, he left his horse, ran under a small trestle and disappeared on the other side of the railroad fill.  By the time I got 

my horse through the fences he had made it to the draw and was out of sight, but on seeing some cattle that were grazing on the slope 

scatter and run I could tell which way he was going, and I knew he was trying to make his way to Chimney Mountain as it afforded 

many safe hiding places.  By that time the other fellows had overtaken me, I told them to follow him and I would go around and 

come into the draw where I was sure he would pass, dismounted and stood in wait for him.  I was not there more than a minute when 

I saw him running towards me.  I called to him to throw up his hands.  He was the worst scared man I ever saw, I thought I was go-

ing to be compelled to shoot him to quiet him down.  He acted more like a wild man than anything else.  I asked him what was the 

matter with him and he said he was afraid they were going to hang him,  I then assured him I didn’t think they would, as I thought 

they had decided that hanging was too good for such people as him.  I held my gun on him and placed my lariat around his neck, 

mounted my horse and led him back to where he left his horse and by that time the other men had joined us. 
            We brought him back to the timber about one half mile of my place and stopped under some trees to question him as we had 

learned after capturing him that the horse he was riding was not Rule’s horse, but a strange horse in the community.  He would not 

give us satisfactory answers to any of our questions in regard to the horse he was riding or anything else we asked him.  I became 

disgusted with him and threw the end of my lariat over a limb of the tree under which we were standing, looped it around my saddle 

horn, spurred by horse and he lunged forward and jerked Gabe Moore from the horse and up to the limb of the tree.  He tried to hold 

to the rope with his hands to relieve the torture and after hanging there for several minutes, I let him down and as soon as he was able 

to talk, we questioned him again and he refused to talk.  I told him I would fix him so he would wish he had talked, and I took a 

shawl that one of the fellows had and tied his hands behind him, got on my horse and drew Moore up to the limb again and held him 

there until he was about to quit kicking, then let him down.  When he came to I asked him if he was ready to talk and he said he 

would talk it I would take the rope off my saddle horn because he was afraid my horse would get scared.  I told him the horse was 

already scared and was anxious to get scared again and I was going to scare him right if he didn’t go to talking.  He then related the 

activities of the horse stealing ring that had been giving us so much trouble.  The story as he related it and which proved to be truth-

ful, was that Joe Pierce had stolen the horse from my pasture and the horse became frightened and he could not lead it, Pierce got 

mad and shot the horse.  Pete Spade had stolen Rule’s horse in Muskogee and the horse that Gibe Moore was riding when we cap-

tured him was stolen from Dr. Smith at Eufaula by Joe Pierce.  He also told us that Joe Pierce was to meet Pete Spade at a certain 

time in Paris, Texas.  In the meantime Joe Pierce was shot and skilled in Seminole and we wired the officers in Paris, Texas, giving a 

description of Pete Spade and the time he was supposed to be there.  True to the story told by Gabe Moore, Spade arrived at Paris 

and was arrested by the officers there.  He was tried in Texas and sentenced to seven ears for horse stealing.  Rule went to Paris and 

recovered his horse.  We released Gabe Moore after he gave us the information we wanted and as soon as he recovered, able to eat 

and get around, he went to Ft. Smith and swore out a warrant for Tom Wilson, Henry carter and myself for violation of the mob 

law.  Friends immediately notified us of the action taken by Moore, so Wilson, Carter and I started for Ft. Smith, driving near the 

Missouri Pacific track, we saw the U. S. Marshals on a passing train, on their way to the Creek Nation to arrest us.  On our arrival at 

Ft. Smith we surrendered to the Federal Authorities.  I was released on a $3000. cash bond.  Wilson and Carter on stock bonds. 
            Col. Cravens and Rutherford, attorneys of Ft. Smith represented us and we were later tried before Judge Parker of the Federal 

Court at Ft. Smith. 
            In those days, according to the treaties between the United States Government and the Creek Nation, any case where all par-

ties involved were citizens of the Creek Nation, the case would be tried in and by the Creek courts.  But in case either party involved 

was not a citizen of the Creek Nation and a citizen of the United States, the case would be tried in the Federal courts.  Therefore, 

Gabe Moore not being a citizen of the Creek Nation, had the right to prosecute us in the Federal Court, taking advantage of the mob 

low, where the Creek Nation didn’t bother anyone for killing a horse thief. 
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            The trial before Judge Parker resulted in Wilson, carter and I being acquitted.  In the course of the trial it was discovered that 

one of the Negro witnesses that appeared against us was a bigamist.  His wife of a previous marriage appeared in court and identified 

him.  He was arrested, tried and sentenced to seven years in prison.  Another Negro witness against us was tried for perjury resulting 

from a bigamy case and he was also given a prison sentence. 
            Some people gave Judge Parker the reputation of being a severe judge, but I thought he was a rather fair judge, at least in that 

case. 
            After the trial, Gabe Moore came back home with the intention of living among us after all that had transpired.  His house 

burned down shortly thereafter and he then moved out of the country   

Submitted by Barbara Downs 
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HEIRLOOMS  FROM  OUR  FAMILY 

 Do you like to cook?  Do you know some who does and 

would love to receive a new cookbook as a gift?  Well, the  

Muskogee County Genealogical Society has just the thing for 

you, or your friend.  

 

 We have arranged for the publication of the  “Heirlooms 

From Our Family” cookbook of  recipes that have been submit-

ted by our members.  It is a total of 164 pages with an index for 

easily locating a particular type of recipe you might need. 

 The cost of each cookbook is a mere $11.00 and you may 

purchase it at any of the MCGS monthly meetings, *mail order 

or from the Muskogee County Genealogical Society, 801 W. Ok-

mulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401.   

 

*Please add $3.00 per book for shipping and handling   
 

 

In an effort to preserve the history of our town, the Muskogee County Genealogical Society 

has created the first in a line of note cards depicting early Muskogee.  There will be other 

offers, but this premier set depicts some the city’s earliest scenes and buildings. You may 

purchase the note cards for $10.00 per box by mail*, at any of the MCGS monthly meetings 

or the Muskogee Public Library, 801 W. Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401. 

*Please add $3.00 per box for shipping and handling   
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Muskogee County Genealogical Society 

801 W. Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401 

Application for Membership 

 

Name _______________________________________________   Date ____________________ 

Address ________________________________________________ City ________________   State_____ Zip ________ 

Telephone (_____)_________________ Email Address: ________________________________________________ 

 

__________ 1 Year Membership with a Quarterly Subscription $21.00 

__________ 1 Year Membership without a Quarterly Subscription $11.00 

 

Membership shall begin with payment of dues and shall continue for the calendar year thereafter. 

 

Make check payable to:  MUSKOGEE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY or MCGS. 

 

Quarterly back issues are available at $5.00 each.  Queries are free to members and $1.00 for non-members. 

Articles and contributions for the quarterly should be sent to the above mailing address. 

 

MCGS meetings are held on the 4th Thursday of each month at 7:00 p. m.  There is also a “How-to” session at 6:00 p. m. 

which focuses on instructions for genealogy research. 

SURNAMES YOU ARE RESEARCHING: ________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I hereby release this information for a surname exchange or publication by the MCGS. 

 

Signature ____________________________________________        Date_____________________________ 

 

Please submit an ancestor chart with your application. 

 

 

“Atta Girl” from Kathryn 

Nancy, I just received the Apr-Jun Quarterly. GREAT JOB!!!! Thank you for being the Editor. 

It's not an easy job. I know, I've been there and doen that for many years. Keep up the good 

work. 

 

Kathryn Holloway Swearingen 

"An Original Okie from Muskogee" 

This compliment was received 30 Jul 2008 in response to an email requesting information for 

our “Military Issue.”  Thank you for the kind remarks Kathryn.  As you well know it cannot be a 

success without all the help we get from our members with their contributions of articles, pic-

tures and “stuff”.  I would encourage any of the members to become a part of the next issue.   

Nancy Lasater, Editor 
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New Titles in the  

Grant Foreman Collection 

Third Quarter  2008 

By Jere Harris 

   

United States: General- 

 

 A Letter To America – David Boren 

 American Marriage Reocords Before 1699 – William M. Clemens 

 Pierce’s Register – National Society of the DAR 

 Genealogical Computing Index, vols. 1-13, 1981-93 

 Who’s Who Among American High School Students, 1969-70 

 American Ancestry, Americans whose Ancestors Settled in the U.S. Previous to the Declaration of  

  Independence  Vol. 1 – Thomas P. Hughes 

 Census Substitutes & State Records – William Dollarhide 

. 

United States: Regional 

 

  Family Histories 

 Native American- 

    Seminoles – Edwin C. McReynolds 

     Kiowa A Woman Missionary in I.T. – Isabel Crawford 

    1896 Index to Payment Roll For Old Settler Cherokee – Marybelle W. Chase 

    Indian Home Guards Civil War Service Records – Marybelle W. Chase 

   1842 Cherokee Claims-Delaware District, vol. 3 – Marybelle W. Chase 

    1842 Cherokee Claims-Delaware District, vol. 4 – Marybelle W. Chase 

  

Arkansas   
 Arkansas Family Historian, vols. 43-44, 2005-06 

 Greene County Historical & Genealogical Society Quarterly, vs. 1-14, 1965-2001 

    Sevier County and Its People 1803-1936 – Betty McCommas   

. 

Florida 

  Heritage, vs. 28-31, 2002-2005 

  

Idaho 
 Idaho Genealogical Society Quarterly, vs. 42-44, 2001 

Indiana 
    Indiana Genealogist, vols. 5-6, 1994-95 

     Traces, vs. 1-7, 1989-95 

Kansas 
    Treesearcher, v. 48, 2006 

 

Kentucky 

        Kentucky Genealogy and Biography, vol. 1 – Thomas W. Westerfield 

 

Massachusetts 

       Berkshire Genealogist, vols. 24-25, 2003-04 

  

Michigan 
      Michigan’s Habitant Heritage, vs. 22-23, 2001-02 

  

Minnesota 
   Minnesota Genealogist, vs. 21, 22, 1990-91 
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Missouri 

       Death Records of Missouri Men From Newspapers 1808-1854 – George F. Wilson 

      Prairie Gleaner, vs. 19, 21, 1987-1990 

  

New Jersey 

       New Jersey Genesis, vs. 4-13, 1956-66 

                                                                                                                                                             

North Carolina 

       Eswau Huppeday, vs. 19, 20, 1999-2000 

  

Oklahoma 

 Oklahoma Music Guide – George O. Carney 

 Oklahoma State Almanac 1991-92 

 Forest Trees of Oklahoma 

 Lincoln County Inventory of County Archives, 1940 

 B.P.W. Oklahoma Federation, 1919-1949 

 Chaney’s funeral Home Records McAlester, OK, vol. 1 

 One-Room School Teaching in 1930’s Western Oklahoma – Donna M Stephens 

 He Made It Safe to Murder – Howard K. Berry 

 Look At Oklahoma – Ferdie J. Deering 

 Breach of Trust – Tom A. Coburn 

 Funny Money – Mark Singer 

 Oklahoma Almanac 1995-96 

 Washington Co., OK Index of Marriage Records, 1907-1920 – Bartlesville Gen. Soc. 

 Probate Records, Northern District, Cherokee Nation, 1904-1908 – Orpha Jewell Wever 

 Oklahoma Is OK – C.W. “Dub” West 

 Stillwater A Cradle of Oklahoma History – D. Earl Newsom 

 Sapulpa and Tulsa Trolley Connection – Charles J. Devilbiss 

 U.S. District Court Records Muskogee, Indian Territory, Vol. 1 – Oklahoma Roots Research 

 Willie of the Valley The Life of Bill Paul – Bob Burke & Eric Dabney 

 Early Years of Milburn A Chronicle 1901-1920 – Ed Gill 

 History of Rush Springs  - Hobert D. Ragland 

 Bob Funk Doctor of Hope – Bob Burke & Dave Gillogly 

  

Pennsylvania 
 Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society Quarterly, v. 15, 1988 

  

Tennessee- 
 Twenty-Four Hundred Tennessee Pensioners Revolution War of 1812 – Zella Armstron 

 Smoky Mt. Historical Soc. Newsletter, vs. 13-15, 1987-1992 

 Tennessee Land Grants surnames E-FZ – Barbara Byron 

 Hancock County Tennessee and Its People, Vols. 1,2& 3 – Hancock Co. Historical & Gen. Soc. 

  

Vermont 
 Vermont History Index, vols. 21-45, 1953-1977 

  

 Virginia 

 Some Virginia Marriages 1700-1799 – Cecil D. McDonald, Jr. 

        Virginia In Maps Four Centuries of Settlement, Growth and Development – Richard W. Stephenson 

  

 Wisconsin 

        M.C.G.S. Reporter, vols. 6, 13, 14, 18, 19, 21, 23 & 24, 1974-1993 
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Muskogee Daily Phoenix 

20 April 1943 

Page 9 

Transcribed by Joyce Street 

 

NEW NAMES FOR OLD STATIONS ON KATY HONOR MUSKOGEEANS 

Ten Muskogeeans have recently been honored by the Missouri-Kansas-

Texas Railroad by having stations named after them. 

The names of more than 100 "time card stations" (those without post 

offices) have been changed to those of "Katy" employes (sic) in token 

of appreciation of their service. 

Reams have been changed to Schaller in honor of Frank H. Schaller, su-

perintendent of the railroad at Muskogee;  

Bond is now Wheeler, after L. M. Wheeler, road master;  

Leliaetta is Horner, for W. P. Horner, road master;  

Wirth is Henley, for J. H. Henley, retired road foreman of engines;  

Frink is Crumley, for J. M. Crumley, road master;  

Brewer is Underwood, for A. B. Underwood, district engineer;  

Russell is Garrison, for J. D. Garrison, trainmaster;  

Olive is Morris, for H. A. Morris, chief dispatcher;  

Mekke is Hanks, for E. L. Hanks, road foreman of engines;  

Deaver is now Grace, for E. J. Grace, assistant superintendent. 

The first nine stations are in the southern district of the railroad 

(which includes Oklahoma) and the tenth is the North Texas district.  

Matthew S. Sloan, chairman of the board and president of the Katy, in-

viting these men to select the station which they would like to have 

bear their names, wrote "I am anxious to have stations on the railroad 

named after you men who are now actively operating the property." 

 

Among the old stations, familiar to many Muskogeeans, which have been 

changed are Wybark, now Chase; Summit, now Meyer;  

Gibson, oldest station on the line in Oklahoma, which is now called 

Kuhn. 

Dawes is now Green, in honor of L. D. "Katy" Green, general attorney 

for the railroad in Oklahoma City, who was a resident of Muskogee for 

many years. 
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Indian Journal, “Local News,” 17 Jan 1884, p. 5, c. 1-2 

 

Bill Fryer went to Okmulgee Friday morning last. 

 

Dave Andre is building an addition to his lunch stand near his shop and soon it will loom up as large an 

any in town. 

 

Six thousand pounds of corrugated iron roofing has been received by Turner & Byrne for the addition to 

their store. 

 

Campbell Leflore, one of the Choctaw delegates, has reached Washington and is watching the interests 

of the Choctaws. 

 

A. A. Engart & Co. return thanks to their patrons for their kind patronage in the past and trust to merit 

the same in the future.  A. A. Engart & Co. paid $9,620 during the year of 1883 and assure their friends 

that they will continue to meet their losses promptly. 

 

The Inspector General is creating a considerable stir among the white citizens around town and fifteen 

or twenty have been notified to leave. 

 

W. A. Lewis, from J. C. Ayer & Son, Lowell, Mass., called on Friday last and gave both the Journal and 

our new paper at Atoka a liberal advertising contract. 

 

Paterson & Foley, at Eufaula, are still on deck with a splendid line of general merchandise.  Everything 

in that line you can think of, and they sell at prices way down. 

 

Joe Hardwick, the well known sheriff of the Chickasaw Nation, died suddenly at his home.  Joe has been 

through many a hard fought battle and many a criminal has received his just deserts through him. 

 

All hands at the Journal office have been so busy putting up our new press and engine that the paper 

has been neglected and is not quite as good as usual.  But we hope to be fully organized by next week. 

 

A first class restaurant and oyster house—something we long have needed—has been opened in Mus-

kogee next door to the Journal office and we hope Mr. Kendall, the proprietor, may be successful enough 

to make it a permanent affair. 

 

A letter from Mrs. A. W. Robb, at Stubenville, O., reports the good news that Miss Jessie’s eyesight is 

considerably improved and that the doctor in attendance expressed his opinion that she will soon have 

the full use of her eyes. 

 

Teams crossed the Arkansas on the [ic]e during the recent cold spell, a state [of] affairs that rarely oc-

curs.  The mail [b]etween here and Fort Gibson for a number of days was taken to the river and [tr]

ansferred across on foot to the other [si]de, where it was taken by hack to Gib[so]n. 

 

Mr. R. Polk Burhans, of Dennison, [ha]s been in the Territory for some days [ge]tting signers to a peti-

tion to establish [a] United States Court at Denison instead [of] Fort Smith.  At McAlester he got over [?]

0 names, and we are sorry to same over [se]venty at Muskogee.  While the Court [at] Fort Smith is un-

doubtedly a hardship  [?]e at Denison would be very little bet[ter], and we think the U. S. government 

[would fulfill its treaty obligations and [?] the court in the Territory. 
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{Last Thursday’s Locals} 

 

Tom French was a St. Louis visitor last week. 

 

C. W. Turner took a run to St. Louis on Thursday last. 

 

Frank Manahan shipped two carloads of hogs to St. Louis last week. 

 

Joe L. Springston, of Tahlequah, was reported in Washington last week. 

 

Bruce Cass left on Sunday evening last for Deming, New Mexico, on a short business trip of about ten days. 

 

Eight prisoners made their escape from the Tahlequah jail last week by cutting their way out with a Barlow knife. 

 

Miss Emma Shortess, of Joplin, Mo., returned to her home on Tuesday last after a five days’ visit with Mrs. Clar-

ence Turner. 

 

Major F. L. Cramer was in from Okmulgee on Monday.  Mr. Cramer is one of the live merchants of that place and 

deserves to do a good business. 

 

The oldest inhabitant is in his glory and cannot remember such a cold time.  The thermometer last Friday marked 

12° below zero and everything frozen solid. 

 

L. E. Gore returned from Hot Springs last week for a few days’ stay.  He reports himself somewhat improved but he 

will try more of the water in a short time. 

 

The Cherokee delegation, Messrs. Bell and Schrimsher, left for Washington on Sunday evening last and Chief 

Bushyhead followed on Tuesday evening.  The affairs of the Cherokees are in good hands there and everything will 

be done that can be done to protects the rights of the Cherokees. 

 

Last week a colored man attempted to ride across the Arkansas on the ice near Fern Mountain.  The ice was not 

sufficiently strong and his horse went through.  After trying for some time to get him out he started for the nearest 

house to get an axe, and when he returned he found the horse dead—frozen still in the ice.  He is sticking there yet. 

 

Mrs. Emma Maloy, the apostle of temperance who succeeded in getting over 300 signers to the pledge at 

Tahlequah, spoke both morning and evening on Sunday last at the Methodist church.  We are glad to announce 

that Mrs. Maloy will be in Muskogee in the near future for the purpose of holding a series of meetings and we hope 

much good for the temperance cause may result. 

 

The Gazetteer reports a daring robbery at Colberts Station on Saturday last about 12:15 o’clock in the morning.  

Three masked men entered the telegraph operator’s office heavily armed and forced the operator to give up all his 

cash, about $9.00, and they also took $5.00 from a negro who happened to be in the room.  There were several of 

them as voices were heard on the platform.  It is supposed they intended robbing the south bound passenger train 

but it being late frustrated the design. 

 

A grand party was given on last Thursday evening to Mr. L. T. Newcomb by the Muskogee Social Club at Mr. and 

Mrs. Harsha’s residence, where the invited guests had an enjoyable evening in taking part in singing and dancing.  

Among those who were present were Mr. and Mrs. Harsha, Mrs. Baird, Miss Lottie Edwards, Miss Effie Turner, 

Miss Mamie Edwards, Miss Baird, Mrs. Sondheimer, Mr. L. T. Newcomb, Wm. Roberts, J. Lynch, J. T. Lipscomb, 

J. D. Parkingson, R. Roberts and many others. 

Shot in the Head. 

 

 On Christmas night near Monroe, Choctaw Nation, Johnny Griffith, son of the late Monroe Griffith, show a 

young man named Williams in the head.  The ball ranged round between the scalp and the skull, doing no fatal 

injury.  The young men became involved in a difficulty about some trivial matter—a girl, we understood.  --

Elevator. 

 

Transcribed by Wally Waits 
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List of Taxable Lots and Blocks 

In the City of Muskogee, 

County of Muskogee, 

Oklahoma 

 The following example is taken from a page of early Muskogee tax assess-

ment records found on roll OKM 38 in the Grant Foreman Collection of the Mus-

kogee Public Library.  There are a total of 278 pages describing the property 

listed.  With about twenty-four pieces listed on each page, there are over 6,000 de-

scriptions. 

 The first 233 pages are for the City of Muskogee.  Then comes the descrip-

tions for the following additions.  The page number in parenthesis is the first page 

for the addition.  The order of arrangement is 

 City of Muskogee (p. 1) 

 Martin-Miller-Reid Addition (p. 234) 

 Ceasar’s Addition (p. 239) 

 McKellop Addition (p. 245) 

 Robison Addition (p. 263) 

 Corrections (p. 275) 

 Each property description may have information in the following columns. 

 Owner’s Name 

 Subdivision 

 Lot No. 

 Block No. 

 No. School District 

 Value [of] Lot 

 Value of Buildings and Improvements 

 Total Assessed Value 

 Value as Equalized by Municipal Board 

 Value as Equalized by County Board 

 Value as Equalized by State Board 
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Remarks:    

These records are written in the same hand, obviously copied from another source.  

The descriptions are arranged within the city and each addition by block number 

and then by lot number.  There is no index. 

Submitted by Wally Waits 
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Chapbooks: Literature  

Or A Way of Life   Stacy Goff Blundell 

        

                                            
 

were popular.  There was a pattern of high born heroes overcoming reduced circumstances by valor, 
such as St. George, Guy of Warick, and Robin Hood. From 1597 works appeared aimed at specific 
trades, such as clothiers, weavers and shoemakers. 

 Chapbooks followed broadsides as early print products for people of lesser means and learn-
ing than the wealthy.  Broadsides represented print for the semi-literate: two of the main forms were 
ballads and pictures neither of which depended 
heavily on reading.  Chapbooks were an important 
medium for the dissemination of popular culture to 
the common people, especially in rural areas.  They 
were a medium of entertainment, information and 
history.  They were sold for a halfpenny or a few 
pence.  They were even contributed to the develop-
ment of literacy.  Francis Kirkman, author and pub-
lisher, wrote about how chapbooks fired his imagi-
nation and his love for books.  There are records 
from Cambridgeshire as early as in 1553 of a man 
offering a scandalous ballad “Maistres Mas” at an 
ale house, and a peddler selling ‘lytle books’ to peo-
ple, including a patcher of old clothes in 1578. 

 The numbers of chapbooks that were print-

Chapbooks were popular, inexpensive booklets of the 

Colonial era and the later part of the nineteenth centu-

ry.  They were the comic books of their time. Chap-

books were timeless books of jest and tales that often 

sprang out of folklore.  Romantic tales of chivalry, reli-

gious and moral instruction, cookbooks, guides to for-

tune telling and magic, bawdy stories full of innuendo, 

anything that could be printed cheaply with crude or 

basic illustrations producing a book that would literally 

fit into one’s pocket. 

The stories in many of the popular chapbooks can be 

traced back to much earlier origins.  Bevis of Hampton 

was an Anglo-Norman romance of thirteenth century, 

which probably drew on earlier themes.  The structure 

of The Seven Stages of Rome was from the orient, and 

was used by Chauser.  Historical stories set in a mythi-

cal and fantastical past 



 

105 

ed are astonishing.  In the 1660s as many as 400,000 almanacs were printed annually in England.  A 
conservative estimate of their sales in Scotland alone in the second half of the eighteenth century was 
over 200,000 per year.  The center of chapbook production was London, and until the Great Fire of 
London, the printers were based around London Bridge. Their, often anonymous, printers produced 
what they thought would sell, even if that meant “borrowing” from other sources.  These printers 
provided chapbooks to chapmen or peddlers, on credit, who carried them around the country, selling 
from door to door, at markets and fairs, and returning to pay for the stock they sold.  This made it 
possible for wide distribution and large sales with minimum expenditures, and also provided the 
printers with feedback about what titles were most popular.  These chapmen, who hawked all man-
ner of small goods for their livelihood, were often roguish figures who lived on the margins of socie-
ty.  

 Rather than using relatively expensive etchings, chapbook printers illustrated their wares with 
crude woodcuts.  Many of these woodcuts were reused in multiple chapbooks, a single image serving 
to depict several different persons, places, or events.  They were usually sold without covers, though 
many are today found bound in volumes, the legacy of generations of collectors.  This combination of 
low-quality paper, crude illustrations, and no cover made for a very ‘cheap book’ that was affordable 
for the ever-increasing number of working-class readers.  Books became cheaper to print as they 
aged, which is one of the factors that allowed a text to pass from an expensive edition only affordable 
to the wealthy to a chapbook version.  As the process and machinery of printing was refined, it be-
came generally cheaper for production of the written word. 

 One of the most popular and influential chapbooks was Richard Johnson’s Seven Champions 
of Christendom (1596), believed  to be the source for the introduction of the character of St. George 
into English folk plays.  Johnson was also said to be a teacher of Shakespeare. The most popular 
American chapbook, Mary Rowlandson’s Captivity (1682) was an account of a woman captured by 
the Indians, sold over 5 million copies.     

                             

   Because of chapbooks flimsy nature few copies survived as individual items.  
They were aimed at buyers without formal libraries, and, in an era when paper was expensive, were 
used or recycled for anything from wrapping to baking.  Paper has also always had hygienic uses and 
there are contemporary references to the use of chapbooks as bum fodder or toilet paper. 

 Many of the surviving chapbooks come from the collections of Samuel Pepys (1633-1703), an 
England Naval Administrator and Member of Parliament.  The chapbooks from 1661-1688 are in a 
collection now held at Magdalene College, Cambridge.   Anthony Wood (1632-1695), an English An-
tiquary also collected chapbooks and his collection is housed at The Bodleian Library.  The Robert 
White (1802-1874) collection of chapbooks from the University Library, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, con-
tains copies of Robin Hood and Jack the Giant Killer. 

 These remarkable archives of rare street literature give a unique insight into the reading mat-

Isaiah Thomas (1749-1831) was the most prolific and prosperous American 

printer and publisher of his day. Isaiah believed that the answers too many 

problems were to be found in the actions and thoughts of ordinary men and 

championed his belief by producing chapbooks that portrayed that belief.  

Thomas was also a pioneer archivist and the first chronicler of American Pub-

lished History.  He established the American Antiquarian Society, founded in 

1812, and located in Worchester, Massachusetts.  It is recognized as a National 

Library for research in American History. 
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ter of the poor in the 18th and 19th centuries, and form the basis for understanding the literature and 
culture of the period.  They are now valued as a record of popular culture, preserving cultural arti-
facts that may not survive in any other form.  These books sell now from a few dollars to 5.1 million 
which was a copy of Shakespeare’s First Folio, a collection of the Bard’s plays.  The book was first 
published in 1623, seven years after Shakespeare’s death and contains a dozen plays that have never 
been printed as well as many that are classics today. 

 Chapbooks currently are low-cost, hard copy productions, particularly of poetry.  Chapbooks 
have come full circle through time proving the power of the love of the printed word.  It can take you 
anywhere in the world, teach you anything you would want to know, slay dragons and demons, save 
damsels in distress, conquer foreign lands or keep one content simply by patting one’s pocket - but , 
it can never be forgotten. 

References 

Chapbooks: Definition & Origins , MIT Education, Dictionary. Online at <http:/www.web.mit.edu/21h.418/www/nhausman/
chap/.html> Data printed 28-March-2008. 

Chapbook, Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Online at  

< http:/www. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/chapbook > Data printed on 26-March-2008. 

Family Encyclopedia Of American History. Readers Digest Association, Inc. . Pleasantville, NY, 1975, pgs 34, 119, 196. 

Gale, Catalog, Primary Source Media, Item Detail.  Online at <http:/www.gale group.com/servlet/ItemDetailServlet> Data printed on 
26-March-2008. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Muskogee Daily Phoenix 

20 April 1943, Page 9 

Transcribed by Joyce Street 

 

NEW NAMES FOR OLD STATIONS ON KATY HONOR MUSKOGEEANS 

  

Ten Muskogeeans have recently been honored by the Missouri-Kansas-Texas railroad by having stations 

named after them.  The names of more than 100 "time card stations" 

(those without post offices) have been changed to those of "Katy" employes (sic) in token of appreciation 

of their service.   

Reams have been changed to Schaller in honor of Frank H. Schaller, superintendent of the railroad at 

Muskogee; Bond is now Wheeler, after L. M. Wheeler, roadmaster;  

Leliaetta is Horner, for W. P. Horner, roadmaster; Wirth is Henley, for J. H. Henley, retired road fore-

man of engines; Frink is Crumley, for J. M., Crumley, roadmaster;  

Brewer is Underwood, for A. B. Underwood, district engineer; Russell is Garrison, for J. D. Garrison, 

trainmaster; Olive is Morris, for H. A. Morris, chief dispatcher; Mekke is Hanks, for E. L. Hanks, road 

foreman of engines; and Deaver is now Grace, for E. J. Grace, assistant superintendent.   

The first nine stations are in the southern district of the railroad (which includes Oklahoma) and the 

tenth is the North Texas district.  Matthew S. Sloan, chairman of the board and president of the Katy, 

inviting these men to select the station which they would like to have bear their names, wrote "I am anx-

ious to have stations on the railroad named after you men who are now actively operating the property." 

Among the old stations, familiar to many Muskogeeans, which have been changed are Wybark, now 

Chase; Summit, now Meyer; and Gibson, oldest station on the line in Oklahoma, which is now called 

Kuhn.  Dawes is now Green, in honor of L. D. "Katy" Green, general attorney for the railroad in Oklaho-

ma City, who was a resident of Muskogee for many years. 
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Genealogy 

Workshop 

Classes: 
 

Advancing Your Research Skills 
 

Tracing Female Ancestors 
 

Pre-Civil War Arkansas Research 
 

Lunch:  Brown bag or call for catered sandwich 
 

SATURDAY 

Oct. 4, 2008 -- 9:00 to 3:00 

Muskogee Co. Genealogical Soc. 

Muskogee Public Library 

801 W. Okmulgee 

Name:______________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________ 

City:_________________________Zip Code________ 

Telephone: (____) ______________Cell: (_____) _______________ 

Box lunches will be catered by the Club Lunch in Muskogee for a fee of $6.95 per person.  (Please check one to give us an 

accurate count of the lunches to order) 

 

 I do not want to order lunch.     Yes, I would like to order the box lunch.        

  

Yes, I would like to pre-register for the Fall MCGS 

Workshop, October 4, 2008.  I understand there is no 

registration fee for the workshop but I will need to 

notify you if I will be taking advantage of the catered 

lunch box. 

PRE-REGISTRATION FOR THE October 4, 2008 MCGS WORKSHOP 



 

108 

Muskogee County Genealogical  
& Historical Society 

801 W. Okmulgee 
Muskogee, OK 74401 

 

Return Service Requested 

Quarterly Publication 
JULY — SEPTEMBER 2008 

MCGS Quarterly  

Publication Information 

 Editorial Policy:  The Editors invite contributions of public records, articles, Bible records, and transcripts from members and non-
members.  Contributions should be those focused on the history of Indian Territory and Muskogee County and its families.  Neither 
the Editors nor the Board of Directors of the Muskogee County Genealogical & Historical Society take responsibility for errors of 
fact/data submitted.  The views expressed in articles and reviews are those of the authors concerned and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Editors, the Board of Directors, nor the Members of the MCGS.  The Editors retain the right not to publish material 
that is inconsistent with the policies of the MCGS. 

Quarterly Copies:  The MCGS Quarterly is published four times a year: Mar, Jun, Sep and Dec.  Back issues of the Quarterly 

are available for $5 each plus $1.50 for postage. 

 

BOOKS 

MCGS publishes books of genealogical 
interest focused on Muskogee County and 
Muskogee Indian Territory.  A current price 
list of our publications is provided on our 
website at:  
 http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/  
or write or email us for a list. 

Thanks to all the Contributors in this Issue: 

Stacy Blundell ●Nancy Calhoun●Barbara Downs 

●Jere Harris●Marlene Leahey●Linda Stout 

●Joyce Street●Wally Waits● 

 

Do you have a history, family tree, story or picture to share?  See 

page 74 for instructions to submit your articles. 

http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/

