Muskogee County Genealogical
and Historical Society Quarterly
Volume 26

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

MCGS Members

39

Wagon Train to Texas

40

Pete and Mickey Hagan

44

Gasoline Stations

46

Mystery Photo

50

Porum Range War

51

Frederick W. Scherubel

54

Vintage Postcard

56

Gaunt-Slagle Photos

57

Remembering WW II

58

Flag Day Remembered

59

Indian Bodies Removed

60

A Deadly October

62

Blackberry Winter

63

A Great Emergency

64

Trivia

69

Schedule of Events

72

Issue 2

Summer, April—June 2009

Do you remember the GASOLINE SERVICE STATIONS?
This is what they were called early on, consisting of a polite,
friendly owner, usually from the neighborhood and employees
who would check the oil, tire pressure and clean the windshield, all at no extra cost to the consumer.
In today’s hectic life style we have 24-hour, self-service, payat-the-pump stations with very little of the personal attention
we once enjoyed.
In this issue we have included photos and brief histories of a
few of the service stations of the past. If you have additional
photos you would like to share of some of these establishments, particularly from your neighborhood, please feel free
to share them with us for
future publications.
One of the most familiar
remnants of the original
service stations is the
small, domed building on
the corner of Seventh
Street and Emporia. Easily recognized by its dark
red building topped by a
brighter red roof and
dome make it one of our
special local landmarks.
More of its history in our “Filling Stations”
section, Page 46.

About the Muskogee County Genealogical & Historical
Our Purpose
The MCGS was formed in
1983 for the purpose of promoting the
general study of genealogy through
workshops, seminars, and monthly
programs; and to discover and preserve any material that may establish
or illustrate the history of Indian Territory and Muskogee County and its
families.

Meetings
MCGS meetings are held on
the fourth Thursday of each month
(except July and August) at 6:00 PM at
the Muskogee Public Library, 801
West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK. The
Board of Directors meetings are held
the third Tuesday at 5:30 PM at the
library. All members are invited to attend the Board meetings.

Membership
Membership in MCGS is open to anyone promoting the purpose of the Society. Individual or family membership is
$21 per year and includes the Quarterly publication. An $11 per year membership is available for those that do
not wish to receive the Quarterly.
To defray the cost of postage, we ask
that members pick up their Quarterly at
the March, June, September and December meetings whenever possible.
Members may also choose to have an
electronic version (.pdf) sent to them
via email.

Publications & Research
Our Research Policy
is outlined on our website or you may write to us
for a Research Request Form at:
Muskogee County Genealogical Society
c/o Muskogee Public Library,
801 West Okmulgee,
Muskogee, OK 74401
Or visit our website at:
http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/

Manuscript Submission
Persons wishing to submit manuscripts or material for publication in
the MCGS Quarterlies are requested to send their electronic files in
Rich Text format to the following
email address:
mucogeso@yahoo.com
All other material may be mailed to
the address listed above. Material
that has been previously published
must be noted.
MCGS Quarterly
Publication Information
Editorial Policy: The Editors invite contributions of public records,
articles, Bible records, and transcripts from members and nonmembers. Contributions should be
those focused on the history of Indian Territory and Muskogee County and its families. Neither the Editors nor the Board of Directors of
the Muskogee County Genealogical & Historical Society take responsibility for errors of fact/data
submitted. The views expressed in
articles and reviews are those of
the authors concerned and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
Editors, the Board of Directors, nor
the Members of the MCGS. The
Editors retain the right not to publish material that is inconsistent
with the policies of the MCGS.
Quarterly Copies: The MCGS
Quarterly is published four times
a year: Mar, Jun, Sep and Dec.
Back issues of the Quarterly are
available for $5 each plus $1.50
for postage.
Books
MCGS publishes books of genealogical interest focused on Muskogee County and Muskogee Indian Territory. A current price list of
our publications is provided on our
website at:
http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/
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2009 MCGS Board
Officers
President
Stacy Blundell
Vice President
Nancy Calhoun
Secretary
Linda Stout
Treasurer
Barbara Downs

Members at Large
Publications
Sherry Jackson
Library & Research
Mary Downing
Publicity
Randy Painter
Workshops & Education
Stacy Blundell
Editor
Nancy Lasater
Library Liaison
Nancy Calhoun
Three Rivers Museum Liaison
Sue Tolbert

Contributors this Issue
Nancy Calhoun
Barbara Downs
Ann Gardner
Mickey Hagan
Nancy Lasater
Virginia Perry
Linda Stout
Sue Tolbert
Karen Wagner

MCGS Member Information
NEW MEMBERS
Patsy A. Miracle-Pickens
Wisconsin Historical Society
Sharon Murphy
Doris Cooper
Bryan County Genealogical Society
Les and Jonnell Clark
********
ANCESTRAL CHARTS
********
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
Elizabeth Griffin
Melba Ranks
Richard and Karen Hobbs
Dona Clark
Rosa Lee James
Rosanne Nunley
Mary Ruth Six
John and Polly Hatcher
********
ARBOR DAY HONOREES
Pete and Mickey Hagan
(See follow-up on Page 47)
********
We would like to extend our warmest Welcome to our new members and Thank You to all
who have renewed their memberships. All new members and renewals are encouraged to
submit one chart a year, as it may help someone else researching your surnames.
!!!!SPRING WORKSHOP WINNERS!!!!
During our latest workshop, several door prizes were given throughout the proceedings.
The winners were:
Vickie Lang, Mary Downing, Randy Painter,
Donna Thornton, Mary Rouse, Lavona Shoemaker,
Elizabeth Griffin, Rita Milam and Lulu Boggs.
Congratulations to all the winners and see you at the Fall workshop, October 3, 2009.
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WAGON TRAIN TO TEXAS
Second of Three Installments

Submitted by Ann Gardner, With Permission of Helen Hallmark● Copyright © 2008 Helen
Hallmark●3914 Silverwood Drive. Tyler, Texas 75701-9335●All Rights Reserved
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Pete and Mickey Hagan
2009 Arbor Day Honorees
The Muskogee County Genealogical Society have
chosen Pete and Mickey to be honored at this year’s
Arbor Day ceremony at Honor Heights Park.
Evert (Pete) Hagan and Mildred (Mickey) Hooper
were married 26 Aug 1955 and have been married
for 53 years. They met at Purity Drugstore #5, located at Third and Broadway in Muskogee. She was a
soda jerk and he had just finished two years in the
Army. Pete and Mickey now have two children, Terry and Kevin Hagan, six grandchildren and six greatgrandchildren.
Pete was part owner in Hagan Excavating in Muskogee for about thirty years. He worked in Asphalt Paving about eight years and twenty-two
years with Hagan Tractor Parts. Mickey has worked with Hagan Tractor Parts for twenty-two
years. Pete retired from the Oklahoma National Guard after twenty-five years of service. They
are currently in partnership with their two sons as half owners of Hagan Tractor Parts located
in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.
Pete and Mickey were charter members of the Muskogee County Genealogical Society from
1983 and served in various offices of the organization in its beginning years.
1983 Hagan
1984 Hagan
1984 Hagan
1985 Hagan
1986 Hagan
1987 Hagan
1988 Hagan
1989 Hagan
1990 Hagan
1991 Hagan
1992 Hagan
1993 Hagan

Pete
Mickey
Mickey
Mickey
Mickey
Mickey
Mickey
Mickey
Mickey
Mickey Hooper
Mickey Hooper
Mickey Hooper

Treasurer
Secretary
Treasurer
Treasurer
Member at Large
Treasurer
Treasurer
Vice-President
Vice-President
President
Prior President
Treasurer

The Muskogee County Genealogical Society would like to thank them for their contribution in
creating such a great foundation for the rest of us to build on as the society continues to grow
and develop. What an example they have set.
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Left: Kevin Hagan, Pete and Mickey’s son,
with Bob Van Brunt.
Photo by Karen Wagner

Right: Sarah Hagan, June Hagan
and Rebecca Hagan. Sarah and
Rebecca are the granddaughters of
Pete and Mickey. June Hagan is
their daughter-in-law and Kevin’s
wife.
Photo by Karen Wagner

Left: Mickey and Pete Hagan with the

“Emerald Green”, planted in their honor
for Arbor Day.
Photo by Karen Wagner

Right: The plaque placed at the base of the “Emerald
Green”, honoring Pete and Mickey Hagan.
Photo by Linda Stout
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GASOLINE SERVICE STATIONS……..
Filling stations, full-service, self-serve…...whatever
the terminology, the “service” has changed greatly
through the years. These are some of the photos and
brief histories of a few of the “oldies” that have been
tracked through the Polk’s City Directories and what

No longer in use as a service station,
this lovely building sits on the corner of
North 7th and Emporia Streets.
Through the years its address has varied from 501 N. 7th, to 703 Emporia
and back again. The earliest listing
found in the city directories is 1930, Barnsdall Refining Co.,
filling station, 700 Emporia; 1940 Vandle T. Smith filling
station; 1950 Towns Service Station, 703 Emporia; 1960
Highee Service Station, 501 N. 7th, MU2-3737; 1970 Calhoun Service Station, 501 N. 7th and the same location,
1980 Teague Garage and in 1990 Teague Garage, auto repair. The last date of service is not known. Sadly, no
“before” pictures could be found at press time.
Photo by Nancy Lasater, May 2009.

In researching this wonderful
photo from Sue Tolbert from a
collection at the Three Rivers
Museum, no reference could be
found showing a service station listed as Price Skelly, particularly on that corner. However, the only Skelly Station
found in that area first appeared in the Polk’s City Directory for 1963 as Phelps
Skelly Service Station at 112
North 32nd. Through the
years the station was: 1965,
Phelps Skelly Service Station,
MU2-4090; 1966-1968, Pence
Skelly Service Station; and in
1969 it became Ker-McGee
Service Station No. 6, one of
several established in the Muskogee area. The name Pence leads one to believe that may have been the
intended name on the photo. In any case, it was too nice a picture of what service stations used to be, to
be omitted from this article.
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Bill Hall, 321 E. Okmulgee, then and now: This service station began as
Southland Refining Company filling station, first listed in the 1940 Polk’s
City Directory. In the 1950 City Directory, it was listed as Hall Oil Company. Finally in 1960 it was listed as W. H.
“Bill” Hall Oil Co. MU7-6491. More recently it has become a truck rental office.

This picture of President Harry
S. Truman in a motorcade on
the way to Spaulding Park was
possibly taken from the location
of the Bill Hall station across
the street from this location,
which would have been taken in
the 1940’s and at that time it
appears to be a Phillips 66 station. The location, 322-324 E.
Okmulgee has been listed in the
city directories as: 1950 Joe
Ray Garage; 1960-1970 Shepherd Garage; 1980 Neal’s Tire
& Auto Repair. The insert is a
picture taken May 2009. It is
nice to see the integrity of the
building has been kept.

Photos:
Above left and lower right, courtesy of Sue
Tolbert at the Three Rivers Museum. Insert
photos taken by Barbara Downs.
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There is some question as to
what part of the station, pictured here as Jack’s Service
Station remains at the corner
of W. Okmulgee and S. 24th
Street. The actual address of
the property is listed through
the years as 2323 W. Okmulgee. City directories
identify it through the years
as: 1930 J. E. Anthis filling
station; 1940 Anthis Conoco

Station;

1945 newspaper article, Jack’s Super Service Station;
1950 Fred H. Finical Conoco Station; 1960 Clem’s
Conoco Service; 1970 Muskogee General Service Station; 1980 James Dause MFA Insurance Agency. Part
of the confusion is that the current building, located
left in the insert, is set on an angle of 24th and W. Okmulgee corner, while the above picture appears to be
on a straight part of the street (24th). In either case,
it is again nice to see the original buildings have not
been torn down to make room for a parking lot.
Article and top photo originally published in the Muskogee Daily
Phoenix 24 Oct 1943, Pages 2-5. Picture of the items referred to in
the article omitted here. Available on microfilm at the Muskogee
Public Library.
Submitted by Nancy Lasater
Insert Photo taken May 2009 by Nancy Lasater
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Filling Station,
Eisenhower Era.

Filling Station
Poster

Copies of postcards submitted
by Carol Payne
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Loral Munson is attempting to identify the school pictured above, probably located in
southern Muskogee County. The back of the photograph has the name “Ralph Richey: and
a date which appears to be 1906. Ralph Richey, age 20, and his mother, Mrs. Edd Richey,
and paternal grandmother, Mary Richey, are listed on the 1920 U. S. Census in Vann
Township. Ralph Richey is not found on the 1912 School Census for Vann School, but may
have attended another in the area.
If you recognize the school, please contact the Genealogy and Local History Department at
the Muskogee Public Library, 918-682-6657. The photograph background doesn’t appear to
be a town scene, but it could be located at the edge of a town. Many rural schools were located in rural Oklahoma at this time, however, few were the large two story structure pictured.
Submitted by Nancy Calhoun, Muskogee Public Library
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PORUM RANGE WAR
By Virginia Vann Perry
Trouble between T. L. Hester and the Davis brothers had been brewing
about 20 years before the final battle at Pony Starr’s ranch. Hester had charged
one or the other of the Davis brothers with cattle stealing. They would appear in
court, post bond and were acquitted. Of the four brothers who settled around
Porum, Sam (the oldest) was semi-retired and lived in Muskogee, but was always supportive and arranged bond when needed. His home was a large white
two story house across from the Porum water tower.
Cicero Davis was murdered September 11, 1906, as he stopped to open the
gate leading to his home.
John (Jack) Davis had settled on a ranch near to Eufaula. His son was Joe
Davis.
Bob Davis still lived near Porum and was tired of the harassment of the
warrants served against him and with all the time spent away from his ranch
and cattle. When Deputy Jim Work came to serve another warrant he was
killed. Charges were filed against Bob Davis, Leonard McCullough, and Ammon
Davis who was a son of Bob’s first cousin Lorenzo Dow Davis who lived at Briartown. Both Lorenzo and Ammon are buried in the Davis cemetery near the
Briartown Cemetery. The three were captured in Denver, Colorado, and returned to Muskogee to stand trial. By jury trial starting on September 11, 1911,
all three were found “not guilty”.
With Sam semi-retired in Muskogee, Cicero dead, Bob in jail indicted for
murder, Jack on his ranch near Eufaula it left Joe Davis, only 19 years old to
keep check on the Davis land and cattle. Jack and Bob had cattle interest with
Pony Starr. Joe went over to deal with a problem of 22 head of their cattle that
Hester had moved to his ranch. Sheriff Dobson of Muskogee was sent to Porum
to serve a writ of replevin on Hester to return the cattle. He deputized J. A.
Shoemake and Charlie McClure to accompany him. Hester and a group of men
locked them in the smokehouse and rode for the Starr ranch. They wore black
stocking masks and “Mother Hubbard dresses”. The gun battle erupted and
when it was over, 11 horses and 5 men lay dead or dying. Among the dead was
Cliff Hester, 20 years old. A special train was sent down the Midland Valley to
pick up the dead and wounded. They were loaded into a boxcar with two doctors
and a nurse who had been sent from Muskogee with the train.
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In October, 1911, my grandfather and father began to search for a suitable ranch
thru Texas, into Old Mexico, up to Arizona, finally taking an option to purchase
near Clovis, New Mexico. However, my grandfather died in 1912 before a move
could be made and my father continued ranching in southern Muskogee County.Later the body of Sonny Dunagan, nephew of the Davis boys, was found near
Checotah still with mask and dress on. A day or so later another dead man was
found under a bridge near Porum. Charlie Shoemake, who witnessed the battle
from start to finish from Dr. Vowell’s yard in Porum where he was delivering feed,
said the mob removed two more bodies from the ground that were dead. Carlile
Vowell, a young boy, also witnessed the battle standing on the railing of their
front porch.
During the battle, Pony was shooting from inside the house thru the windows. Mrs. Starr had fled to the barn and Joe was shooting from the corner of the
house. Neither was wounded. After the mob scattered in fright, Joe and Pony
rode to Jack Davis’ ranch near Eufaula straight through the main street of
Porum. They sent word to the sheriff in Muskogee they wished to give themselves
up. Two deputies were sent for them. On June 19, 1911, 22 arrests were made on
indictment for inciting and participating in the Porum riot. Joe Davis and Pony
Starr had held off 30 masked men in self-defense and were not charged.
My grandmother, Elizabeth Davis Vann, was first cousin to the Davis brothers. My mother’s uncle, Charlie McClure, was murdered August 26, 1911, near
the high school, shot in the back by two men. Jack moved lower into the Choctaw
Nation. Sam and Bob moved to Tahlequah. Bob owned Davis Truck Lines there.
Joe was arrested and convicted of robbing the Golden State Limited in Arizona.
He was pardoned and employed by the page estate in Sand Springs. He was only
24 in 1916, surrounded by violence, hard work and responsibility at an early age.
He deserved to live out his life in peace.

Editor’s note: The newspaper article on Page 53 gives a full list of those men who
were included in these indictments. Thank you Virginia for giving this a special
touch with your family’s history during this incident.
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27 CHARGED WITH INCITING RIOTS

7:30 o’clock, the district clerk’s office was
crowded and by five o’clock every man had givArrests Are Made in Porum’s
en bond. Their bonds were placed at $1,500
“Masked Mob”
each.
Affair
Two Indictments for Hester
T. L. Hester was indicted on two additional charges yesterday morning by the grand
THOSE ARRESTED: These men have
jury just before it was discharged by Judge Albeen arrested on the indictments returned
len. One charge was for “directing, advertising
bythe special grand jury:
and selecting persons to participate in a riot,”
and the other for “resisting and obstructing an
Jack Counts
officer of the law when attempting the perforJ. M. McClure
mance of his duties”
C. S. Dunningan
Bill Redding, Fred Oliver, Jack Reagan,
Darney Call
Charlie Terrell, Don Coody and J. M. McClure
Claud Eichling
were arrested, charged with beating Steve LitT. L. Hester
tle, the old man who was “raised” by the DavisPete Graham
es and has worked for them all his life. J. M.
Fred Oliver
McClure is the preacher who is alleged to have
Lon Baker
said, “The Davises are a band of notorious catE. V. Breshears
tle thieves and I have at least five hundred
Jess Maxwell
good men at my back who are ready and willCharlie Brooks
ing to help drive that class of men out of the
Charlie Terrell
country.”
M. W. Easton
For Murder of Work
A. H. Mullins
Bob Davis, Amon Davis and Leonard
Gilbert Nicholson
McCullough were arrested, charged with the
George Stout
murder of Deputy Sheriff Work when he atJim Childers
tempted to arrest them on a charge of stealing
Charlie Evans
cattle. These three men filed their applications
John McMillans
yesterday for permission to give bond. There
Dan Coody
application was not acted upon yesterday.
Ben Morgan
All the other men were arrested,
Bill Redding
charged with inciting and participating in a riJack Reagan
ot. All gave bond and returned to their homes
Bob Davis
in or around Porum.
Amon Davis
Ben Graham was placed under a peace
Leonard McCullough
bond for one thousand dollars yesterday afternoon by Justice Bailey on charges preferred by
Every man who was indicted by the spe- Charley McClure, “Graham threatened my
cial grand jury which was called about three
life,” in the charge made and sworn to by
weeks ago, has been arrested. The men who
McClure.
were charged with inciting and participating in
the riots at Porum voluntarily surrendered up- Muskogee Daily Phoenix
on being notified over a telephone by a deputy Tuesday Morning, 20 Jun 1911, Page 2
Microfilm, Muskogee Public Library
sheriff. All the men notified arrived in Muskogee yesterday morning at eleven o’clock and Submitted by Virginia Perry
brought their friends with them. As early as
Transcribed by Nancy Lasater
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FREDERICK W. SCHERUBEL
Submitted by Linda Stout
Frederick Scherubel was a hotel man. He began his career
as a bellboy at the Windsor Hotel in Pierce City, MO, clerked at
the Joplin House in Joplin, MO, and was the assistant manager of
the Keystone and Joplin hotels in Joplin. All this before he arrived in Muskogee in 1905 to manage the new $100,000, 6 story,
Turner Hotel in a partnership with F. R. Letcher. It was located
at 3rd and Court. There was a gala grand opening banquet held
March 29, 1905. All of the prominent Muskogee citizens attended
and enjoyed a fine meal with speeches by many notables. At midnight a ball was held in the Opera House across the street. Business was good and by December, 1906, a 4 story Annex was completed. The Turner Hotel was hailed as the largest hotel in the
State of Oklahoma with 182 rooms. Fred Scherubel was known as
the “Prince of Landlords” according to the Muskogee Times-Democrat, and was only 38 years of
age at the time the Annex was completed. By this time he was the sole proprietor.
Joining him in Muskogee was his brother, Joe. Both men appear in the 1906 Muskogee
City Directory, Fred as the proprietor of the Turner Hotel and Laundry, and Joe as the chief engineer and electrician of the Turner Hotel. By 1907 Joe was married but both men still lived at
the Turner. Their father, George, arrived in 1909 and resided on Fondulac Street.
In September, 1909, Fred
brought suit against Governor C. N.
Haskell for non-payment of rent in the
amount of $1,122.25. This legal action
was widely discussed in the newspapers with charges flying in both directions. Governor Haskell failed to appear in court seven times until final
judgment was finally granted to
Scherubel for the full amount.
In 1908 Fred sold his interest in the Turner and turned his attention to the Lyric Theater
which he managed from 1908 to 1911. His residence moved from the Turner Hotel to the Illinois Apartments located in the 200 block of West Okmulgee. Joe became proprietor of the Auto
Livery Taxicab Line and his wife , Kate, was proprietor of the Little Booster Cigar Store on Wall
Street.
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Fred traveled extensively between the time
he left the Turner Hotel and 1911. He studied the management of hotels in Berlin, Cairo, Paris, Budapest and London to prepare
himself to manage even better hotels.
Fred met his future wife, Catherine Martin,
during that time and they were married at
the Illinois Apartments on July 4, 1911, in
the home of Mrs. Ottilia Sharp, the groom’s
sister.
Rev. Melvin Putnam, pastor of the First Christian
Church, performed the ceremony. The bride was a graduate
of the Chicago Conservatory of Music and had a lovely singing voice. According to the Muskogee Times Democrat, the
new Mr. and Mrs. Scherubel left on the Flyer for Chicago to
select furniture for the new Skirvin Hotel in Oklahoma City
which had been leased by Mr. Scherubel. They were to
spend ten days in Chicago before returning to Muskogee to
await completion of the Skirvin. Fred Scherubel was leaving but he had made his mark with his ownership and management of the Turner Hotel and the Lyric Theater and his
involvement in civic affairs.

Illinois Apartments

The Skirvin Hotel in Oklahoma City was one of the most
modern and finest hotels in the southwest. Under the able
management of Fred Scherubel the hotel was profitable and

became “the” place to stay or entertain. Mrs. Scherubel was active in society and often sang at
public events. In addition to his hotel duties, Fred was heavily involved in the civic affairs of
Oklahoma City and organizations such as the Masons and Elks.
He rarely slept more than 6 hours a night and liked to rise early to personally supervise preparations for the day’s work. In 1912 his physicians encouraged him to take a vacation and rest
but he returned in less than two weeks. He suffered from chronic stomach trouble and had surgery to remove his adenoids. This surgery left him in constant physical pain. In April, 1913,
Fred succumbed to the pain and took his own life in his apartments at the Skirvin Hotel. The
Oklahoman documented the elaborate funeral attended by hundreds of people. He was laid to
rest in Fairlawn Cemetery, Oklahoma City.
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Sources:
Photo of Illinois Apartments, Turner Hotel and Lyric Theater courtesy of Three Rivers Museum, Muskogee, OK
Photo of Frederick W. Sherubel, The Daily Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, OK) 19 May 1912, Page 7.
Muskogee Democrat (Muskogee, OK) 30 March 1905, vol. II, p 1
Muskogee Times-Democrat (Muskogee, OK) 8 December 1906, p. 6, col. 1-2
Muskogee Times-Democrat (Muskogee, OK) 15 September 1909
The Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, OK) 7 April 1910, p. 8
Muskogee Times-Democrat (Muskogee, OK) 5 July 1911, p. 6
The Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, OK) 19 May 1912, p. 7
The Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, OK) 18 April 1913, p. 1
The Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, OK) 19 April 1913, p. 5
The Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, OK) 20 April 1913, p. 8
The Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, OK) 21 April 1913, p. 1
Certificate of Marriage, Frederick W. Sherubel to Kathryn E. Martin, 4 July 1911, recorded in Muskoge, Oklahoma, marriage book 5, page 338
Quarterly (Muskogee County Genealogical Society, Muskogee, OK), September 1989, Vol. 6, Issue 2
*****************************

VINTAGE POSTCARD
Here is one of grandma's penny postcards. It was sent to my great uncle, Keith
Throndson, by his sister, Louise in April, 1909. She lived in Cherokee, Kansas and he
was still at home in Farlington, Kansas. They had a sense of humor. In going through
these cards I found clues that led me to find my great grandfather's sister and her
family.
Linda Stout
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GAUNT-WEST-SLAGLE PHOTOS
These are the pictures that were omitted
from an accompanying article submitted
by Ann Gardner and published in the
MCGS Quarterly , Volume 24, Issue 1, Pg.
17, March, 2007. In the email that accompanied these pictures Ann describes the
people as:

“The couple are H. H. Gaunt and his wife
Emiline West, sister of Kinch West. The
single lady is their daughter Sarah Elizabeth Gaunt on her wedding day to Conrad
Slagle. So, it runs in the female line:
Emiline West Gaunt, Sarah Elizabeth
Gaunt Slagle, Dot Slagle Thomas, Dorothy
Thomas Arfstrom and me.”
Thank you, Ann for reminding the editor
these had not been printed with the other
information.

Even though it has been a while since the
article publication, these photos are too
good to just file away. The captions on
them read:
Above “Harden Haines Gaunt and
Emaline West Gaunt.”
Right: “Sarah Elizabeth Gaunt taken at
the time of her marriage to Conrad Slagle,
age 16 years.”

Do you have some old photographs you
would like to share. Please submit them
and give a brief history of the content.
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REMEMBERING WORLD WAR II
On MEMORIAL DAY, 2009

Pictures provided by Barbara Downs

58

FLAG DAY

On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress approved the design of a national flag..
Since 1916, when President Woodrow Wilson issued a presidential proclamation establishing a national Flag Day on June 14, Americans have commemorated the adoption of the Stars and Stripes by
celebrating June 14 as Flag Day. Prior to 1916, many
localities and a few states had been celebrating the day for years. Congressional legislation designating that date as the national Flag Day was signed into law by President
Harry S. Truman in 1949; the legislation also called upon the president to issue a flag
day proclamation every year.
According to legend, in 1776, George Washington commissioned
Philadelphia seamstress Betsy Ross to create a flag for the new
nation. Scholars debate this legend, but agree that Mrs. Ross
most likely knew Washington and sewed flags. To date, there
have been twenty-seven official versions of the flag, but the arrangement of the stars varied according to the flag-makers' preferences until 1912 when
President Taft standardized the then-new flag's forty-eight stars into six rows of
eight. The forty-nine-star flag (1959-60), as well as the fifty-star flag, also have standardized star patterns. The current version of the flag dates to July 4, 1960, after Hawaii be-

Originally Published in
Muskogee Daily Phoenix
18 Mar 1938, Page 3.
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73 BODIES REMOVED FROM INDIAN GRAVES

Graves of Indians dead more than 50 years were opened in the bed of the new 1000-acre Cookson lake
last week and the remains transferred to a new cemetery in McLain township. Permission to open the
graves was granted by the state department of health and supervised by licensed embalmers. UPPER
LEFT – A view of the Scott family burial ground, the first from which bodies were taken; LOWER LEFT
– The original burial ground of the Sarney and Yahola families, from which more than 20 bodies were
taken; AT RIGHT – The first grave opened. It bears inscriptions in both English and Cherokee, and contains the remains of Archie Arch, who died in 1879.
State Health Officer Issued Removal Permits and Muskogee Embalmers Complete Transfer.

Bodies of 73 Indians, some of whom died as long ago as 1878, were moved out of the Cookson
hills lake bed, near Braggs, by the truckload last week, and reburied in a modern Indian cemetery in McLain township.
Permits to open the ancient graves and move the bodies were issued by Dr. C. M. Pearce of Oklahoma City, state health officer, and the actual operation was supervised by Paul Hess and
William Lescher of Muskogee, licensed embalmers.
Indians themselves requested that their dead be protected from waters which soon are to back
up behind the huge Cookson lake dam, and named Willie Scott, Indian historian to work with
state and federal authorities.
Nothing in some Graves
It is an Indian custom to bury dead in family groups near the old homestead, and five of such
burial grounds were located in the lake bed. In addition, there are a few scattered graves
throughout the 1,000 acres to be inundated, making a total of 86 graves which are to be opened.
Hess said that many of the graves produced nothing. In such cases, he said, Scott has ordered
that eight shovels of dirt from the grave be transferred in a coffin, which is sealed and buried
with other bodies.
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In many cases, only a bone or two is found. In the graves of persons who died more recently,
caskets are found in comparatively good state of preservation, and are moved without being
opened.
Eight Transferred at Once.
If the casket is in good condition, only one body is moved at a time. The transfer is made by
truck, and the second burial is had without religious ceremony.
In cases where only bones are found, as many as eight bodies are transferred at the same time,
Hess said. In every case, Scott must give his consent before the coffin is sealed.
Aged Watt Sam, full-blood Cherokee who does not speak the English language, has been employed to carve headstones for every new grave. The new cemetery, purchased by the farm security administration a few miles from the damsite, has been planted in Bermuda grass and
will be kept by the employees of the Cookson hills administration. Graves are being arranged
in orderly rows and the burial ground is expected to be one of the most attractive in the eastern
part of the state.
Indians Stay Away
In the cemetery, however, the bodies are arranged in the original family groups at the request
of the Indians.
Despite intense interest in the program, Indians have refrained, for religious and sentimental
reasons, from visiting the burial grounds during the process of moving the bodies, Hess said.
They have entrusted that task to Scott.
The family burial grounds are as much as a mile apart, he said, and contain from 15 to 20
graves.
The new cemetery is five miles south of Braggs, to the right of Oklahoma highway No. 10.
Houses are Moved from Proposed Lake Bed
In addition, a number of houses in the proposed lake bed, from which residents were ordered to
vacate last month by Federal Judge Eugene Rice, were moved from the area during the last
week. The region is now virtually ready for waters of the new lake.
Indians whose bodies have been moved are Daniel Yahola, who died in 1935; Jenny Pa-nos-key,
who died in 1906; Betsy Comsey Yahola, who died in 1906; Ka-ho-ga Harris, who died in 1918;
Tom Harris, who died in 1916; Hannah Soolowakjkey, who died in 1911; Jimmy Sarney, who
died in 1896; Polly Sarney, 1893; Joe Sarney, 1934; Sallie Sarney, 1920; Jack Yahola or Tecumseh, 1902; John Sarney, 1926; Jimpsey Sarney, 1918; Creek Sarney, dage of death unknown;
Adam Levi, 1913; Sam Harris, 1894; Marria Mekko, 1919; Betsey Mekko, 1918; the infant child
of Maggie Snell and Johnnie Johnson, 1931; Mary Proctor, 1926’ Allen Bullet, 1909; Jim
Sam1897; Susie Sam 1885; Nellie Sam, 1892; Josiah Scott, 1892; Mac-9-gee, 1890; Summa
Scott, 1884; Nutty Scott, 1880; Madgey Scott, 1885; the daughter of Cha-wa-oka, 1891; Jim
Hawkins, 1879; Lizzie Beaver, 1888; the son of Jim Hawkins, 1878; Amy Scott, 1893; Cha-waoka, 1895; Nellie Ned, 1916; Charley Marty, date of death unknown; Celia Marty, date of death
unknown; Mettie Mooley, 1897; the twins of Mooley Harjo, 1889; Susie Martey 1894; Mooley
Zey, 1897; Oja-lad 1892; Moo-ley Hargo, 1907; Anna Bullet, date of death unknown; Ona Wagey
(Peggy) Sam, date of death unknown; Jacksey, 1878; Davey Jacksey, 1884, and Nancy Bullet,
date of death unknown.
Inscriptions on most of the tombstones had been effaced, Hess said, but Indians were able to
supply the necessary information. It was compiled by Scott.
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A Deadly October
Submitted by Linda Stout
Spanish influenza swept through the country in 1918, killing over 600,000 people. Some say
that it began at Fort Riley, Kansas, in March, 1918. Others were sure that it began in Europe and found its way here during the war. No matter where it began, Muskogee was not
immune and many, many of our citizens were stricken and died.
The virus didn’t discriminate. It took down the prominent and poor, young and old. No one
was safe. Whole families sickened together and many died together. The medical resources
of the time weren’t adequate. Many “preventive” measures were taken including spraying
the streets with crude oil to keep the germs from being distributed
by blowing dust.
At a meeting of the presidents of all the civic, educational and
health organizations, it was reported by Dr. I. B. Oldham that he
expected every home in Muskogee to be touched by the flu. He
said that he had visited a home the previous Friday to attend a
woman dying of pneumonia and found two other adults in bed and
five children on pallets on the floor suffering from various stages of
the disease. Other doctors in town were facing similar situations
on a daily basis.
Muskogee’s Physicians and Surgeons Hospital was full to capacity
so the authorities were forced to find a second location to treat the Dr. I. B. Oldham
victims. They selected the Jefferson School building at 8th & Boston. Persons suffering from the flu or pneumonia and too sick to remain at home were sent
there for nursing care. Calls went out to the community for any and all able bodied persons
to aid in caring for the sick. There was a shortage of supplies as well as personnel. The Red
Cross had mobilized and Mrs. W. C. Jackson, head of the nursing division, appealed to the
public for nurses and linens. All of the local doctors and nurses worked around the clock and
doctors were exempt from observing parking ordinances as they drove around town to attend
the sick.
The Indian communities
were also hard hit and the
local Indian Agency received requests for additional nurses and supplies.
Thirty employees of the
Agency were ill. It was
hoped that nurses could be
recruited from rural districts where the disease
wasn’t so rampant but still
a large number of their people died.
Muskogee shut down. The
fashion of the day was a
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face mask made of three layers of gauze to keep germs from being inhaled. Schools and
churches were closed. Four women who sang together at a funeral all came down with the flu
on the same day even though they had no sickness in their families – all gatherings were either stopped or severely limited
The county Court Clerk, Dr. J. H. Gaines, left his elective office to help treat the sick in
Warner. The draft board was decimated by illness. No court proceedings were held as it
would have been practically impossible to get a jury, witnesses or lawyers.
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. asked subscribers to restrict their telephone usage because
one-third of their workforce was ill.
Dr. F. W. Ewing, county health officer, closed city schools October 7 and all county schools followed thereafter. Theaters were closed. Even church services and Sunday schools were halted. All public gatherings were discouraged. The Times-Democrat reported deaths daily, notably: Dana M. Tisdel, musician; Sumner J. Lipscomb, local attorney; and Elmer L. Trimble,
Muskogee’s chief of detectives. Employees of the city parks were sent to Greenhill Cemetery
to assist in digging graves for the many people being interred daily. The superintendent of
the cemetery also fell ill and was unable to attend to this unhappy duty.
The disease finally ran its course. The epidemic officially ended in November although sporadic cases continued to occur. Muskogee gradually returned to normal as schools and theaters reopened and people could gather again without fear. It had been a most deadly October.

Bubba Explains History of Phrase Blackberry Winter
As with the Outhouse Diaries, during an otherwise normal conversation came the question, “Does anyone know what the
term ‘Blackberry Squall’ means?” Well, the editor has heard this expression all her life and what it always meant to her
was the last bad spell of weather before Spring was officially over. Thus came the discussion of other sayings and this
came in the email from Karen Wagner.
GREASEPIT GRAMMAR: Welcome to Swampscum, where Bubba and his pals meet regularly around the
greasepit at Wade's Dixieco to perfect the English language.
John S. Breed has found that Texans don't always understand plain English. "A few mornings ago, Houston
awoke to a colder-than-usual day," he said, as he twisted the top off a Coke at Wade's Dixieco. "I told my coworkers it was blackberry winter - as opposed to Indian summer, which comes in the fall," John said. "I'm sure
I heard this term as a kid playing with my country cousins in Alabama. My co-workers say I'm nuts; I think I'm
homesick. What would Bubba's diagnosis be?"
Bubba thinks John Breed is perfectly healthy in mind, spirit and vocabulary. Professor Copernicus Claptrap of
the Swampscum Polytechnic Institute and Barber College says the blackberry crop is a handy benchmark for
measuring the seasons. Blackberry winter is the name for that last gasp of winter when the cruel season
snatches back a few days from spring just as the blackberries are ready to bloom. When this occurs around
Easter, it's called the Easter snap.
The Dictionary of American Regional Expressions says some parts of the country even have blackberry
storms and blackberry squalls.
BUBBA C/O GENE OWENS at 1004 Cobbs Glen Drive, Anderson, SC 29621, or e-mail at WadesDixieco@aol.com.
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Muskogee Daily Phoenix 03 Oct 1943
Pages 2 and 3.
Submitted by Nancy Lasater
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Published in Muskogee Daily Phoenix
10 Jun 1943

TRIVIA
For your information: At five minutes and six seconds after 4 on the
8th of July this year, the time and date will be:
04:05:06: 07/08/09
It will never happen again in our lifetimes.
*************
Remember Burma Shave Signs?
AT INTERSECTIONS

CAR IN DITCH

LOOK EACH WAY

DRIVER IN TREE

A HARP SOUNDS NICE

THE MOON WAS FULL

BUT IT’S HARD TO PLAY

AND SO WAS HE

BURMA SHAVE

BURMA SHAVE
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HEIRLOOMS FROM OUR FAMILY

Do you like to cook? Do you know some who does and
would love to receive a new cookbook as a gift? Well, the
Muskogee County Genealogical Society has just the thing for
you, or your friend.
We have arranged for the publication of the “Heirlooms
From Our Family” cookbook of recipes that have been submitted by our members. It is a total of 164 pages with an index for
easily locating a particular type of recipe you might need.
The cost of each cookbook is a mere $11.00 and you may
purchase it at any of the MCGS monthly meetings, *mail order
or from the Muskogee County Genealogical Society, 801 W. Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401.
*Please add $3.00 per book for shipping and handling

In an effort to preserve the history of our town, the Muskogee County Genealogical Society
has created the first in a line of note cards depicting early Muskogee. There will be other
offers, but this premier set depicts some the city’s earliest scenes and buildings. You may
purchase the note cards for $10.00 per box by mail*, at any of the MCGS monthly meetings
or the Muskogee Public Library, 801 W. Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401.
*Please add $3.00 per box for shipping and handling
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Muskogee County Genealogical Society
801 W. Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401
Application for Membership
Name _______________________________________________

Date ____________________

Address ________________________________________________ City ________________ State_____ Zip ________
Telephone (_____)_________________

Email Address: ________________________________________________

__________

1 Year Membership with a Quarterly Subscription

$21.00

__________

1 Year Membership without a Quarterly Subscription

$11.00

Membership shall begin with payment of dues and shall continue for the calendar year thereafter.
Make check payable to: MUSKOGEE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY or MCGS.
Quarterly back issues are available at $5.00 each. Queries are free to members and $1.00 for non-members.
Articles and contributions for the quarterly should be sent to the above mailing address.
MCGS meetings are held on the 4th Thursday of each month at 7:00 p. m. There is also a “How-to” session at 6:00 p. m.
which focuses on instructions for genealogy research.
SURNAMES YOU ARE RESEARCHING: ________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I hereby release this information for a surname exchange or publication by the MCGS.
Signature ____________________________________________

Date_____________________________

Please submit an ancestor chart with your application.

Left:
20 Jun 1943
Right:
20 Apr 1943
Muskogee
Daily
Phoenix
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Muskogee County Genealogical
& Historical Society
801 W. Okmulgee
Muskogee, OK 74401

Return Service Requested
Quarterly Publication
April—June 2009

Jun 16

5:30 Board Meeting

Jun 23

6:00 General Meeting, BBQ dinner/Research Night

July

No scheduled meetings

Aug 18

5:30 Board Meeting

Aug 27

6:00 Bill Avery, Arkansas River Historical Society

Sep 15

5:30 Board Meeting

Sep 24

6:00 General Meeting, Speaker To Be Announced

Oct 03

Fall Workshop

Oct 13

5:30 Board Meeting

Oct 22

6:00 General Meeting

Oct 23-25

Gregath Retreat 2009, Grove, OK.

Nov 10

5:30 Board Meeting

Nov 19

6:00 General Meeting

Dec 08

5:30 Board Meeting

Dec 17

6:00 MCGS Christmas Party
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