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We all remember what our parents did to make a living for 

our families.  From the father who toiled in the fields, 

many times accompanied by all other able family mem-

bers, to the mother who became one of the top profession-

als in her own field of interest. 

 

Through the years, times have changed our perspective of 

what generations contributed to the dynamics of occupa-

tions in America.  Each major event or era, beginning with 

the colonial settlement and the American Revolution 

through the expansion to the West and two World Wars 

have influenced changes in the types of occupations need-

ed to meet the respective needs of our ancestors to provide 

for their families. 

 

In this issue we have tried to pay tribute to a few of those 

people we remember as the “bread-winners” of our own 

generations.  As you will see, there is a variety of occupa-

tions represented here.  Each picture or story brings forth 

memories of our own parents, siblings and acquaintances 

in their life’s work history. 

 

We felt it was appropriate we would present these contri-

butions in an issue that follows closely on our national hol-

iday “Labor Day.”   

Occupations of Our 

Ancestors 
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Our Purpose 

 The MCGS was formed in 
1983 for the purpose of promoting the 
general study of genealogy through 
workshops, seminars, and monthly 
programs; and to discover and pre-
serve any material that may establish 
or illustrate the history of Indian Terri-
tory and Muskogee County and its 
families. 

Meetings  

 MCGS meetings are held on 
the fourth Thursday of each month 
(except July and August) at 6:00 PM at 
the Muskogee Public Library, 801 
West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK. The 
Board of Directors meetings are held 
the third Tuesday at 5:30 PM at the 
library.  All members are invited to at-
tend the Board meetings. 

Membership 

Membership in MCGS is open to any-
one promoting the purpose of the Soci-
ety.  Individual or family membership is 
$21 per year and includes the Quarter-
ly publication.  An $11 per year mem-
bership is available for those that do 
not wish to receive the Quarterly.   

To defray the cost of postage, we ask 
that members pick up their Quarterly at 
the March, June, September and De-
cember meetings whenever possible.   

Members may also choose to have an 
electronic version (.pdf) sent to them 
via email. 

Publications & Research  
Our Research Policy 

 
is outlined on our website or you may write to us 
for a Research Request Form at: 
 
Muskogee County Genealogical  Society  

c/o Muskogee Public Library,  

801 West Okmulgee,  

Muskogee, OK 74401  

Or visit our website at:  

http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/ 

 

 

Manuscript Submission 
Persons wishing to submit manu-
scripts or material for publication in 
the MCGS Quarterlies are request-
ed to send their electronic files in 
Rich Text format to the following 
email address:  

mucogeso@yahoo.com  
All other material may be mailed to 
the address listed above.  Material 
that has been previously published 
must be noted. 

MCGS Quarterly  
Publication Information 

 Editorial Policy:  The Editors in-
vite contributions of public records, 
articles, Bible records, and tran-
scripts from members and non-
members.  Contributions should be 
those focused on the history of In-
dian Territory and Muskogee Coun-
ty and its families.  Neither the Edi-
tors nor the Board of Directors of 
the Muskogee County Genealogi-
cal & Historical Society take re-
sponsibility for errors of fact/data 
submitted.  The views expressed in 
articles and reviews are those of 
the authors concerned and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the 
Editors, the Board of Directors, nor 
the Members of the MCGS.  The 
Editors retain the right not to pub-
lish material that is inconsistent 
with the policies of the MCGS. 
 

Quarterly Copies:  The MCGS 

Quarterly is published four times 

a year: Mar, Jun, Sep and Dec.  

Back issues of the Quarterly are 

available for $5 each plus $1.50 

for postage. 

 
Books 

MCGS publishes books of genea-
logical interest focused on Mus-
kogee County and Muskogee Indi-
an Territory.  A current price list of 
our publications is provided on our 
website at:  
 http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/  
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MCGS Member  

Information 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

Linda May Huber 

Linda Jacobson 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

 

Lulu Boggs 

Vicki Lang 

Allen County Library 

Sue Tolbert 

Linda Stout 

Carol Payne 

Alissa Hill 

Wanda Dyer 

 

ANCESTRY CHARTS 

(Page 76) 

 

Linda May Huber 
 

We would like to extend our warmest wel-

come to our new members and appreciate all 

of those who have renewed their member-

ships.   

 

Each new member and renewal member is en-

couraged to submit an ancestry chart , as it 

may help someone else researching your sur-

names or others in the area.   

 

Publication of this column began in the  

Muskogee Daily Phoenix in 1941 
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 Muskogee Daily Phoenix 17 Jan 1945, Pg 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Muskogee Daily Phoenix 03 Aug 1941, Pg. 5, Sec. 1 

         

June 1995 Society dinner which was moved to the Masonic Temple due to lack of elec-

tricity at the MPL.  Pictures by Floretta Leatherman, Contributed by Mary Downing 
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WAGON TRAIN TO TEXAS 

Last of Three Installments 

Submitted by Ann Gardner, With Permission of Helen Hallmark● Copyright © 2008 Helen 

Hallmark●3914 Silverwood Drive. Tyler, Texas 75701-9335●All Rights Reserved 
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With regard to occupations, my grand-

father, Albert L. Piotrowski, owned a 

Ford car dealership in Chapman, Kan-

sas in the1920's and 1930's.  Attached 

are photos of the business (above) as 

well as one of his cars (right).  The lit-

tle girl is my mom, Rosemary, and the 

boy is her brother, Albert Jr.  The pho-

to was taken in 1930. 

Linda Stout 
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F. Edgar Search 

1920 – 1997 

 

Dad graduated from Newark (NJ) College of Engi-
neering.  He was an electrical engineer and his first 
job was with Western Electric, designing telephones 
and communication systems.  The US Navy recruit-
ed him for officers’ training school, with a written 
contract stipulating he would have his job back after 
he served.  The Navy put him through Officers’ 
Training at Annapolis, then through Radar School in 
New Orleans, plus time learning about submarines 
and PT boats.  He was ultimately sent to England 
and France where he was the Radar Officer for the 
PT squadrons who were based in the English Chan-
nel.  He wasn’t in combat, but many lives depended 
on him during D-Day.  After the War II, he came 
home to work again for Western Electric.  Later he 
transferred to New Jersey Bell Telephone Company 
and was with them for 35 years.  During those years 
he was “loaned out” to AT&T for about 3 years.  Af-
ter retirement, Dad went back to school to learn 
computer programming, and designed an account-
ing program for his personal use.  As early as the 
mid-60s, Dad was encouraging me to “get into com-
puters” – he knew, even then, that computers were 
destined to be the way of life. 

Helen Ann Tyree Search 

1920 – 2008 

 

Mom graduated from the Elizabeth (NJ) General 
Hospital and Dispensary School of Nursing in 1942.  
During WWII, while Dad was overseas, Mom 
worked at Rahway (NJ) Hospital where her mother 
(Mary Helen Tyree) was the head Dietitian, and her 
aunt (Roska E. Kitch) was head of Nursing, (and I 
was later born there in 1944).  After Dad was dis-
charged from the Navy, Mom continued doing nurs-
ing at whatever local hospital was near where we 
were living.  She would work the 11 PM to 7 AM 
shift, come home, get my sister and me off to 
school, get Dad off to work, and then go to bed.  By 
the time we came home from school, Mom was up 
doing laundry and preparing supper.  Over the 
years, Mom did private duty nursing, worked for a 
pediatrician, and worked for a dentist.  She also 
served as Camp Nurse at our summer Girl Scout 
Camp.  After Dad retired and they moved to Arizo-
na, Mom went back to school to get certified as a 
Hospice nurse.  Many dollars in medical bills were 
saved over the years because of Mom’s medical 
knowledge. 

 

Submitted by Carol Payne 
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This newspaper article is for the grand opening of the new Massey-Ferguson store here in Muskogee 

from 1974, now a Kubota tractor business with a party store in the western side.  The old store is now 

a mobile home sales lot just a little west of this featured location.  Dad was the store manager begin-

ning in 1967. The people in the photo are:  (left ro right):  Sid Carpenter, Ralph (Whitey) Stout, un-

known, Leo Ryan, manager, Katherine Darnell, bookkeeper, Raymond Harrison, Buck Cook, Donnie 

Hamilton, unknown, unknown. 
Contributed by Linda Ryan Stout 
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Kenneth E. Brandes was my Dad. 

Sue Brandes Tolbert  

August 2009 

Kenneth E. Brandes (1924-1992) 
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As a young man, Kenneth E. Brandes (1924-1992) worked as a newspaper and drug store delivery 

boy. 

In November of 1942 he enlisted in the United States Navy and served as a Pharmacist’s Mate in Na-

vy hospitals.  In 1943 he was attached to M Co. 3rd Battalion of the 2nd Marines as a medic and was 

one of those in the first wave to hit Red Beach at the Battle of Tarawa November 20, 1943. He was 

wounded in that battle.  He was discharged in February of 1946. 

 

After discharge, Ken worked as an assistant manager of the Sooner Drug Store in Tulsa, Oklahoma 

until he reenlisted in the Navy in November of 1950.  He served in Navy Hospitals and on a hospital 

ship returning prisoners of war to their homelands until February of 1952. Once discharged, he re-

turned to work in Tulsa area drug stores. 

 

In 1957 Ken trained and tested to become a Registered X-Ray Technician.  He went to work for 

McDonnell-Douglas Aircraft in their medical department and later as a technician that x-rayed air-

plane parts for imperfections. He returned to drug store management and management for Oklahoma 

Tire and Supply stores during layoffs, finally retiring from McDonnell-Douglas in 1979. 

 

Ken was always appreciated for his beautiful baritone voice and as a young man participated in many 

musical productions throughout his school years including productions at the University of Tulsa.  In 

the early 1960’s he turned that talent to a different venue by becoming a square dance caller and in-

structor.  Also during this time he returned to the stage as a member of the Founders Chorus of the 

first chapter of the S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. (Barbershoppers) and was active in both square dancing and bar-

bershoppers until his death in 1992. The entire Founders Chorus and the Tulsa Tradition Quartet 

sang the beautiful “Somewhere” and “Old Irish Blessing” at his funeral. 

 

The July 1992 Founders Forte, Newsletter for the Tulsa Founders Chorus, published the following obi-

tuary: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chorus Mourns Loss of Mr. Membership-Ken Brandes 

 

Chorus vice president of membership Kenneth E. Brandes died June 18, 1992. The 

chorus sang for his funeral June 22 at the Asbury Methodist Church.   

 

One of the chapter’s most popular members, Ken was awarded the Barbershopper 

of the Year award in 1990. He sang baritone and was especially known for his work 

with membership.  After serving as membership vice president for several years, he 

just recently accepted the job again when a vacancy occurred in that position. 

 

In addition to his involvement with the chorus, he was well known in the Northeast 

Oklahoma area as a square dance caller and instructor, a hobby he enjoyed for 25 

years. 

 

Ken was a veteran of both WWII and the Korean War. He was born July 18, 1924 

in Frederick, Oklahoma. He retired from McDonnell-Douglas in 1979. 

 

He is survived by his wife Sally, daughters Sue and Terri and son Devon. He was 

preceded in death by sons Scot Kenneth and Bradford Carl. He is also survived by 

three step-sons, a sister, three granddaughters, four grandsons, and one great grand-

son. 

 

The loss of Ken from our risers will be keenly felt by the 125 of us who also survive 

him. 
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MAUDE HENDRIX HIGGINS works the switchboard in her home which served the town of Lenapah, Oklaho-

ma.  Her husband was Willis Higgins and the couple and their son are buried at Lenapah.  The Hendrix family had 

telephone offices in various Oklahoma towns.  Her parents, Samuel R. G. and Mary Caroline (Rushing) Hendrix 

had the telephone office at Gracemont in Caddo County which was later operated by other family members.  Her 

sister and brother-in-law, James Allen “Jim” and Della Mattie Hendrix Smith provided telephone service for the 

town of Ninnekah in Grady County.  Family members usually provided the labor needed to operate the switch-

boards around the clock, for line maintenance, and for installation of the wall phones.  The switchboard was some-

times located in the bedroom which provided easier access for the middle of the night calls.  At other times, it was 

located in the kitchen area.  Maude Higgins displays the early interpretation of multi-tasking.  Not only is she 

working the switchboard, but the dishes are don, judging from the wash stand at the left, the bed id made and had a 

freshly ironed dress on it which she probably made herself, and the next meal is probably cooking on the stove 

(not pictured).  She probably also did the books and billing for the business.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I never heard anyone call her Maudie, as shown on their tombstone, but maybe it was a pet family name. We just 

called her Aunt Maude. Others in the family may have had a different name or names for her who thought she 

could be difficult, but she was very doting towards me. Of course, my mother and I visited her regularly in the old 

fashioned nursing home where she lived and she would give me little gifts sometimes. I had a sand sculpture in a 

mustard jar that she had made. 

Photo submitted by Nancy Calhoun, granddaughter of Della Hendrix Smith. 
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Police Officer, James P. Leininger helps direct traffic during a parade in downtown Muskogee.  He served Mus-

kogee as a police officer from 1940-1957.  During his years of service he is listed as a Detective, Scout Car Officer, 

and Jailer at the County Jail.      

Submitted by Jere Harris 

 

Jimmy George Townsley 
Sep 9, 1933 to Nov 18, 1995  

Buried National Cemetery at Ft. Gibson, OK 
 

My dad worked for old Mobil Oil Company then moved on to Lane-Morse Lumber 

Company which is now Lane Pearce on York in Muskogee, OK   My dad worked at 

the lumber yard for many years and could tell you, without measuring, within a few 

boards, what would needed for a building project. He always had a certain way of 

loading his lumber truck to make best of all orders delivered.  He was forced to re-

tire in 1992 due to bad health and died in 1995  

Submitted by Cora Miller 
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Have Good News, will travel 
The Rev. William M. Shaw's occupation was that of a circuit 

riding preacher, also called a traveling minister of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South.  Rev. Shaw was em-

ployed to distribute Bibles in Bedford Co. Tennessee in 

1851.  In 1853 he was employed to travel the Stone's River 

African Mission.  In 1857 he was appointed to the Rich Val-

ley circuit.  He then traveled the Chapel Hill Circuit, the 

Cave Spring Circuit and the Pleasant Hill Circuit.  For about 

twenty years Rev. Shaw served as traveling minister in Mid-

dle Tennessee until his health failed in 1871.  He served the 

church in a supernumerary position until he was well 

enough to ride again.  He then rode the Middleton Circuit 

for another two years. 

Circuit-riding preachers traveled in all kinds of weather and 

were exposed to the elements as they made their rounds. 

Their health usually suffered.  Rev. Moore, born 1806, in 

Orange County NC, moved to Bedford County TN in 1816.  

His occupation was farmer until he became a circuit rider.   

Traveling ministers made note of the marriages they per-

formed in a journal, recording the date and names of the 

wedding couple and witnesses.  These weddings were rec-

orded, sometimes months later, when the minis-

ter returned from his circuit.  

Near the end of his life, Rev. Moore was unable to attend 

his church's Conference due to poor health.  He sent this 

note regarding his years as a circuit rider, "Tell my brethren 

that, having preached the gospel more than forty years, I 

have now nothing to retract."  Rev. Moore, then a widower, died in 1886, survived by nine children.  His 

descendents have pushed further west.  Many of them live in Oklahoma.  He is my great-great-

grandfather.      Submitted by Marlene Leahey 

 
References: 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Minutes of the 1887 Annual Conf. 

An obituary for Rev. Wm. M. Shaw, P.E., By J. D. Barbee, Agent, Methodist Pub. House, Nashville  

 

 

Rev. William M. Shaw 
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Published: August 1, 1880 
Copyright © The New York Times  

(Copy Courtesy of the New York Times Archives). 
Submitted by Barbara Downs 
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Made In America & Still Going Strong 

By Stacy Goff Blundell 

 

What is something that is still made in America and used for everything from pick-
led beets to lightning bugs?  It is sturdy yet fragile, brings back tastes of the good ole 
days and can hold a lifetime of memories.  The Mason jar has been a kitchen main-
stay ever since The Ball Corporation began producing them in 1884. 

John Mason invented the first canning jar with a screw top in 1858.  His patent ex-
pired in 1879 and opened the market for competition.   

 

 

In 1884, brothers Frank, Edmond, George, Lucius, and William Ball formed The Ball Brothers Glass 
Manufacturing in New York State and began production of over 200,000 mason jars a day.  The company 
moved to Indiana in 1887. 

 

The first Ball Blue Book, the primer for home canning, was published 
in 1909.   The Blue Book can be purchased at retail stores during can-
ning season, or all year long at your local hardware stores.  An updat-
ed version can be purchased at freshpreserving.com as well.  And 
though the front cover changes every year the recipes are still tried 
and true.  

                                             

 

 

Ball State University was founded in 1918, 
when the ball Bothers bequeathed a small 
college in Muncie to the State of Indiana. 

 

 

 

 

 

During the Great Depression, The Ball Company did not lay off a single employee.  By 1972, the 88 year 
old family business went public with their production and management. 

2009 marks the 125th Anniversary of the Ball Mason Jar.  An exhibit, CanIt! 125 Years of the Ball Jar, was 
held at the Minnestrista Cultural Center in Muncie, Indiana.  Visit minnetrista.net for details. 

Some may sip their ice tea or even moon shine from them, some may hold the bounties of harvest, but the 

Mason jar is a part of our past that lives on in our future.  Why, mason jars are as American as homemade 

apple pie and chasin’ fireflies! 
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Within a few days a movement has been 
started in this city to secure a Carnegie Library 
building for the Queen City of the southwest and 
Andrew Carnegie, the multi-millionaire philanthro-
pist and iron baron will be communicated with up-
on the subject. 
 
 Several prospective aldermen were ap-
proached upon the subject by a Democrat repre-
sentative this morning and every one seen, as 
well as public spirited citizens, expressed them-
selves as being enthusiastically and heartily in 
favor of any movement in this direction and 
pledged their support to the maintenance of the 
library building if Mr. Carnegie can be prevailed 
upon to erect such a public monument. 
 
 “There is no doubt,” said a leading real es-
tate man, “but that some public spirited citizen of 
Muskogee would willingly and cheerfully donate 
the required ground for such a building and I am 
sure the new city council would favor anything of 
this character for the betterment of all classes. 
 
 Muskogee needs a public library as there 
are many young unmarried folks in the city who 
are busily engaged all day who would delight in 
having some place to spend the long evenings in 
company with their favorite author. 
  
 
 Wherever the Carnegie libraries have 
been installed, the people have been most enthu-
siastic over them.  The plans of all the buildings 
must be approved by Mr. Carnegie before they 

are considered and the many hundreds of library 
buildings throughout the United States will attest 
the beauty and grace of the architecture. 
 
 Tahlequah has been offered a Carnegie 
library and is considering the matter as presented 
by Mr. Carnegie. 
 
 If the matter is properly presented to Mr. 
Carnegie, there is no doubt but the philanthropist 
will consent to erect a building and if so, there is 
no question that the city council will oppose the 
library and that the structure will be an assured 
fact, a monument to the builder and a great bene-
fit to the people of Muskogee. 
 

Muskogee Democrat, 17 Mar 1905, Page 1 
Submitted by Linda Stout 
Transcribed by Nancy Lasater 
 
 

A MOVEMENT IS ON FOOT TO SECURE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR MUSKOGEE 

 

CANDIDATES FOR CITY COUNCIL 

ARE IN FAVOR OF SCHEME 

 

Tahlequah Has Succeeded in the Undertaking  

and Muskogee Will be Next at Carnegie’s “Book Party” 
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All written to my great uncle Keith Throndson 1908 and 1909  

when he was in the hospital in Kansas City. 

Contributed by Linda Stout 
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INDIAN PIONEER PAPERS 

Business Life In Early Indian Territory Days 

Vol. 3 page 490 

Given by his daughter, Mrs. F. B. Fite 

North l6th St., Muskogee, Oklahoma 

          William C. Patton was born August 1, 1829, twenty five miles from Ashville, North Carolina, in Buncom County. 

            He was the youngest of fourteen children.  His father was a wealthy land and slave owner.  His family 

consisted of seven boys and seven girls. 

            The same house in which he was born is still standing.  He grew to manhood on the farm and then went 

to Lafayette, Georgia, and engaged in the mercantile business with his older brother. 

            He was married to Jane Davis, a Cherokee girl, on May 1, 1861. 

            He enlisted in the Confederate Army at the beginning of the war and served the entire time.  He was in 

the battle of Atlanta. 

            With every one else living in the state of Georgia, they lost everything they possessed but they were 

undaunted, he and his plucky wife moved to the farm where they stayed two years.  Here he made good use of 

his early training on the farm and was able in two years to again enter the mercantile business in the thriving 

little town of Ringold, Georgia. 

            Hearing of the splendid opportunities in the fast developing west, he brought his family to Springfield, 

Missouri, in 1874.  Here, he again engaged in the mercantile business until 1879. 

            Mrs. Patton, being of Cherokee blood, naturally wanted to live among her own people. 

            Vinita was a thriving little town in the Cherokee Nation of about fifteen hundred inhabitants.  They 

moved there and he again engaged in the mercantile business. 

            As that was the terminal of the Frisco railroad and there were no towns west and none on the north 

nearer than Chetopa, Kansas; and as Muskogee was the nearest town on the south, Vinita drew its trade from a 

wide radius. 

            Mr. Patton opened his business in a small frame building but set about at once to build for the future. 

            Seeing the possibilities of the undeveloped country, he erected a building of native sand stone which is 

still standing.  It contains several rooms which housed the numerous departments of his general merchandise 

stock.  It consisted of dry goods, grocery, and hardware department.  There was also a drug store in the build-

ing.  He carried farm machinery, saddles and harness. 

            Each department had an efficient manager, together with competent salesmen to carry on the business. 

            A registered pharmacist was employed in the drug store. 

            Mrs. Patton was a co-worker in the business and his most able assistant, doing all the buying for the 

dry goods department.  She made trips to St. Louis as often as .necessary to replenish the tock, as the people of 

Vinita were people of wealth and culture and the bust that could be bought was none to good for them. 

            Wealthy cattlemen’s families lived there, although the spent a great deal of their time on the ranches in 

the tall grass regions in the northern part of the Territory. 

            After the Frisco railroad was built west, Mr. Patton opened a branch store at Catoosa, Indian Territory, 

which he operated for several years.  The manager of the store was killed by a robber one night and he sold out 

the store. 

            Vinita was the home of Mr. W. E. Halsell, a rich cattleman from Texas, who was an intermarried Cher-

okee citizen.  His large brick home is still standing and is being used as a home for his son, Ewing. 

            Mr. and Mrs. Patton Were identified with every enterprise tending toward the upbuilding of the town 

and were true and loyal supporters of the Methodist church. 

            They were loved and trusted by their patrons and their store became a common meeting place for their 

country friends. 

            The Patton family occupied the spacious apartment, beautifully furnished, on the second floor of the 

building; where their three daughters delighted to entertain their friends. 
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            It was, indeed, a treat to be invited to dinner at Mrs. Patton’s, as she ran here culinary department in 

true Southern style and her hospitality was widely known. 

            Possessing a fine business acumen, Mr. Patton was able to build up a prosperous business from which 

he realized satisfactory profits, which enabled him to retire in 1900. 

            Their three daughters had previously married.  Mrs. F. B. Fite is the only one now living. 

            They built a comfortable home on North l6th Street and moved to Muskogee.  Mr. Patton died in 1909. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIAN PIONEER PAPERS 

Vol. 3 page 495 

Pioneer Women of Indian Territory 

Mrs. Jane Davis Patton 

Given by Mrs. F. B. Fite, N. l6th St., Muskogee, Oklahoma 

  

            Mrs. Patton, wife of William C. Patton, was born in McLemore Cove, Georgia in 1841.  She was of 

Cherokee parentage, being related to the noted Fields family.  She attended school at Lafayette, Georgia.  Alt-

hough she was reared by wealthy parents in the days of negro servants, she proved, as many other Southern 

women did, that she was far from being helpless. 

            Losing all they possessed during the Civil War, she was down but certainly not out.  By her native abil-

ity and keen perception of business with her untiring energy she was able to assist her husband in retrieving 

their lost fortune. 

            The house in which she was born is still standing on the battle field of Chickamauga.  It showed the 

marks of a cannon ball which passed through it during the battle. 

            She came with her husband to Vinita in 1879, where they made their home until they moved to Mus-

kogee in 1900. 

            She was the moving spirit of the Methodist church at Vinita and gave liberal assistance to the church. 

            Life in the Indian Territory was primitive in those days but she readily adapted herself to conditions 

and set about to make the community a better place in which to live.  While she was busily engaged in helping 

her husband in the store and caring for her family her mind was also on things that should be done for others. 

            The Sunday school was her chief interest in church work. 

            Being a woman of unusual culture and refinement she counted her friend among the highest as well as 

the lowest. 

            There are many things of civic pride in Vinita today, the beginning of which can be traced to her untir-

ing efforts.  She died in Muskogee a few years after her husband’s death. 
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William Greeneberry Russell 

 

By Virginia Vann Perry 

 

 His full name is William Greeneberry Russell – he was known to his family and friends and has come 
down in history as “Green Russell”.  Green’s father, James Russell, settled his family in Hall County, Georgia, 
in 1824 not far from the Cherokee line.  They were living there when gold was discovered on Cherokee land.  
Two towns sprang up – Auraria and Dahlonega. 
 
 Dahlonega became the county seat of Lumkin County and site of the U. S. mint.  By the time Green 
was 12 years old he accompanied his father on mining or surveying trips.  He learned how to pan gold first by 
hand by watching his father and gained skill in handling surveying instruments.  By age 14 he was accounted 
a man with experience and responsibility.  His father leaned heavily on him in working his claims.  James 
Russell died in 1835 and Green, at age 15, became head of the family.  After things were settled up there 
was very little left and Green went to work in a neighbor’s mine.  There was his mother; two sisters – Martha 
(age 16) and Mary (age 12); and three brothers – John (age 9), Oliver (age 7), and Levi (age 4). 
 
 At age 25, Green married Susan Willis (age 18), a young Cherokee neighbor.  He had supported his 
widowed mother for ten years and he had become like a father to his younger brothers and sisters. 
 
 It was a former Georgia woman, Mrs. Peter Wimmer, who wrote home about the discovery of gold at 
Sutter’s Mill in 1848. 
 
 Green headed two expeditions to California.  Georgia miners were considered among the best in the 
world at the time.  Green Russell had become one of the most experienced miners in the area and had 
knowledge of elementary surveying.  In prospecting he had sureness about gold and where to look for it, that 
amazed his fellow workers. 
 
 He first took John, well in advance of the tens of thousands who later poured into California territory 
seeking their fortunes, and their previous mining experience gave them an added edge.  By the end of the 
year, Green and John Russell had mined so much gold they were ready to head home. 
 
 Green had promised to bring his younger brothers back as soon as possible.  On his second trip he 
took Levi, 19, and Oliver, 22.  Both returned home well established to marry.  John had married Francis 
McClure. 
 
 Green’s next trip was to Colorado where he is credited with opening the Colorado mines.  He is called 
the “Sutter of Colorado” and is the only man who participated in all three gold strikes in the U. S. at that time – 
Georgia, California and Colorado. 
 
 John Stayed in Georgia and eventually came to the Cherokee Nation to settle with Frances.  Green, 
Oliver and Levi were very successful in Colorado, but by 1863 due to Union Sentiment in Colorado, decided 
they should start for home.  (Their trip home to Georgia would fill a book with Union soldiers, Indians, etc. to 
overcome.) 
 
 After the war Green returned to Colorado but after his son’s death at age 27 in a mining accident, he 
decided to return to Georgia.  On the way the family decided to visit John and Frances in Indian Territory over 
winter.  John convinced Green to take up residence on the Canadian River taking advantage of Susan’s 
Cherokee heritage.  He, Susan and the children all became ill of malaria fever and on August 24, 1877, he 
died.  He is buried in Briartown Cemetery. 
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Wally Waits was the first 

to identify the building in 

this picture as the Warn-

er High School, later to 

become part of Connors 

College.  Thanks, Wally. 



 

100 

Contributed by Virginia Vann Perry 
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New Titles in the Grant Foreman Collection—2nd and 3rd Quarters, 2009 

 

A more complete list including all states can be seen at the  

Local History/Genealogy Department, Muskogee Public Library 

 

Foreign 

 

The Ontario Register, Vol. 6, 1982 

Finding Your Mexican Ancestors—George & Peggy Ryskamp 

New Brunswick Gen. Soc. Newsletter, 1981 

 

United States:  General 

 

National Genealogical Society Quarterly,  Vol. 96, 2008 

Under Two Flags The American Navy in the Civil War—William M. Fowler, Jr. 

Oxford Guide American Military History—John Whiteclay Chambers III 

Record, Vols. 2-4, 1995-1998 

Journal of Jewish Genealogical Society, Vols. 12-14 & 20 

Proceedings Nat’l Huguenot Soc., vs. 18, 23, 1964, 1971-1973 

Bulletin of the Polish G. S. of America, vs. 7, 8,  1999-2000 

Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, vs. 64-65, 1991-92 

Anita Hill Speaking Truth to Power—Anita Hill 

Women of the American Revolution, 3 Vols.—Elizabeth F. Ellet 

American Genealogical Research at the DAR Washington, D. C.—Eric G. Grundset 

Black Badge—Paul L. Brady 

To Indy and Beyond The life of Racing Legend Jack Zink—Dr. Bob L. Blackburn 

Gunplay the True Story of Pistol Pete on the Hootowl Trail—Robby McMurtry 

 

United States:  Regional 

 

Southern Queries, vs. 4-5, 1994-1995 

Ghost Towns of the West—William Carter 

Tour Guide to Old Western Forts—The Posts & Camps . . . .on The Western Frontier—Herbert M. Hart 

Southern Genealogists Exchange Quarterly, Vols. 11, 25, 1970, 1984 

Southern Historical Society Papers, vs. 27-28, 1899-1900 

 

Family Histories 

 

History of the Janes-Peek Family: From Grandma’s Little Trunk—Dr. Reba Neighbors Collins 

The Paxtons: An American Family; First through Fourth Generations—Frank Paxton, Jr. 

The Paxtons: An American Family; Fifth through Ninth Generations—Frank Paxton, Jr. 

Smith Family Ties—Ruth McKinley 

McKinley Memories—Gay Martin McKinley 

Rollins-White and Related Families—Gay Martin McKinley 

Seward and Related Families—George C. Seward 

Chosen Exile The Life and Times of Septima Sexta Middleton Ruthledge American Cultural Pioneer—Mary Bray Wheeler 

Richardson Family Researcher & Historical News, Vols. 21-23, 1995-97 

Descendants of Iver McKay and Ann Miller—V. Mayo Bundy 

Family Lost—L. Ernestine Maphet 

Descendants of William and Elizabeth Bundy—V. Mayo Bundy 

Mackey Family—1729-1975 

Meet our Ancestors Culbreth, Autry, Maxwell-Bundy, Winslow, Henley and allied Families, Supp. 2, V. Mayo Bundy 

Autobiography of Henry Merrell Indeustial Missionary to the South—James L. Skinner III 

I Take My Pen in Hand—Doris Lake Cooper and Wayne L. Cooper 

Miller Times—Coyne C. Miller, Jr. 
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Native American 

 

Cherokee Reserves Letters—Dawn C. Stricklin 

Federal Indian Law—David H. Getches 

Journal of American Indian Family research, v. 1, 1980 

Indian Orphanages—Marilyn Irvin Holt 

1890 Indian Census of the Cherokee Nation Cooweescoowee, Delaware, Saline Dist.—Constance A. Schofield 

 

Okahoma 

 

1900 Census-Choctaw Nation, Vols. 1-4 

Beyond Meets and Bounds, The life of John Keating—Bob Burke and Kate Seney Burch 

Bulletin of Oklahoma Anthropological Soc.—Vols. 21, 29, 34, 1973, 1980, 1985 

Cemeteries in Sequoyah Co., Vols. 1-9 

Cemeteries of Muskogee county, Vol. 1—Walter and Deone Penquite 

Chaney’s Funeral Home, Vols. 4-17 

Cherokee nation Marriages, 1884-1901—Dixie Bogle & Dorothy Nix 

City of Many Facets—Opal Hartsell Brown 

From Georgia Tragedy to Oklahoma Frontier—Billie Jane McIntosh 

Goingsnake Messenger, Vol. 24, 2007 

Guilford Thomas Funeral Home, Miami, OK 1994-2000—Margaret Parker 

Index to Marriage Announcements in Afton, OK, 1894-1986—Ottawa Co., Genealogical Society 

LeFlore Co. Heritage, 1981-98 

Marriages Reported by Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation newspapers 1870-1907—James G. McCullagh 

Mitchslson, Jim Thomas & Guilford Funeral Home 1916-1990—Margaret Parker 

Muskogee County Genealogical Society Quarterly, Vols. 18, 19, 21, 2001, 2002, 2004 

Muskogee County Genealogical Society Quarterly Index, Vols. 20-23, 2003-2006 

Muskogee County Genealogical Society Quarterly, Vols. 24-25, 2007-2008 

Obituaries & Death Notices in the Miami Daily News, 1933-1937—Ables & Topliff 

Oklahoma Rural Settlers in Woodward Co., OK 1893-1910 

Others Unknown, The Oklahoma City Bombing Case and Conspiracy—Stephen Jones 

Ottawa Co., Okla. Divorces, 1900-1956 

Ottawa County Families, Vol. 11—Carrie, Federea and Fredas Cook 

Pioneers of Kingfisher Co., 1899-1976 

Pittsburg Co., OK Cemetery Records, Vols. 3,4,5 

Royal Family of the Choctaws or the Choctaw Story—I.C. Gunning 

The Innocent Man Murder and Injustice in a Small Town—John Grisham 

The life and Times of Sheriff Amos G. Ward—Irene I. Ward 

Tobucksy News , Vols. 22-25, 2005-2008 

Washington County A Centennial History—Paul F. Lambert 

Bryan County Heritage, 1985-1894 

Persimmon Hill, v. 36, 2008 

Centralia, Keys Family, Pheasant Hill & Pleasant Valley Cemeteries (Northern Craig Co., OK) 

Williams, Timberhill, Russell Creek Cem. (Craig Co., OK) 

Major Co., OK Cemeteries 

Marriage Books, Tulsa Co., Vol. 21, 1920 

Adair County Cemetery-Mayes Co., OK—Mary M. Oakley 

A History of Ardmore, OK From the Earliest Beginnings to 1907—Paul N. Frame 

Territory Town: The Ardmore story—Sally M. Gray 

Progressive Oklahoma:  The Making of a New Kind of State—Danney Goble. 

Fort Towson, Indian Territowy: A Link to the West—Marlynn Ann Flock-O’Keefe 

Pioneer Sodbusters and Roustabouts, 1898-1987: Book 2 

The Lineage Book of the First Families of the Twin Territories—Oklahoma Genealogical Society 

Chickasha (Grady Co., OK) City Directory, 1976—R. L. Polk & Co. 

Sapulpa (Creek Co., OK) City Directory 1978—R. L. Polk & Co. 
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Muskogee County Genealogical  
& Historical Society 

801 W. Okmulgee 
Muskogee, OK 74401 

 

Return Service Requested 

Quarterly Publication 
July—September 2009 

 

 

 

 

Sep 15 5:30 Board Meeting 

Sep 24 6:00-8:00 p.m. General Meeting 

Oct 03 Fall Workshop (See page 103 to Register) 

Oct 13 5:30 Board Meeting 

Oct 22 6:00-8:00 p.m. General Meeting 

Oct 23-25 Gregath Retreat 2009, Grove, OK. 

Nov 10 5:30 Board Meeting 

Nov 19 6:00-8:00 p.m. General Meeting 

Dec 08 5:30 Board Meeting 

Dec 17 6:00 MCGS Christmas Party 

 


