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Recently, the quarterlies of the Muskogee County Genealogical Society have tended to take on “themes”. So far it has
seemed to be the natural order of things for contributors to
have something to present for each publication that have
been both interesting, entertaining and left some information
that might help us in our own personal genealogy searches.
Touching on the holiday seasons of October, November and
December your editor wasn’t quite sure how this particularly
title, “Tricks, Turkeys and Trees,” was going to get the response needed in the creation and enjoyable final issue of
2009. She need not have worried.
As usual, our members came through with their stories, hints
and articles that have once again made it possible to bring yet
another successful issue to press. Inside you will find
“Tricks” to be full of helpful hints, using member suggestions,
media extractions and personal histories. “Turkeys” , of
course first comes to mind with Thanksgiving, but could include stories of snafus or brick walls in our research. Or it
could carry over into the more festive Christmas season,
which completes the issue trio with “Trees” and no genealogist would be complete without one. Included in all sections
will be stories and personal memories that we all remember.
I just hope yours is among them.
May the reading of this issue take you back in time of a precious memory with family or friends and a sense of joy and
peace for those opportunity to create new ones in the coming
year.
From the members and board of the society, we wish
you happiness and successful searching in the upcoming year, 2010 and beyond.
Muskogee County Genealogical Society

About the Muskogee County Genealogical & Historical
Manuscript Submission

Our Purpose
The MCGS was formed in 1983 for the
purpose of promoting the general study of genealogy
through workshops, seminars, and monthly programs;
and to discover and preserve any material that may
establish or illustrate the history of Indian Territory and
Muskogee County and its families.
Meetings
MCGS meetings are held on the fourth
Thursday of each month (except July and August) at
6:00 PM at the Muskogee Public Library, 801 West
Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK. The Board of Directors
meetings are held the third Tuesday at 5:30 PM at the
library. All members are invited to attend the Board
meetings.
Membership
Membership in MCGS is open to anyone promoting the
purpose of the Society. Individual or family membership is $21 per year and includes the Quarterly publication. An $11 per year membership is available for those
that do not wish to receive the Quarterly.
To defray the cost of postage, we ask that members
pick up their Quarterly at the March, June, September
and December meetings whenever possible.
Members may also choose to have an electronic version (.pdf) sent to them via email.

Persons wishing to submit manuscripts or material for
publication in the MCGS Quarterlies are requested to
send their electronic files in Rich Text format to the
following email address: mucogeso@yahoo.com
All other material may be mailed to the address listed
above. Material that has been previously published
must be noted.
MCGS Quarterly
Publication Information
Editorial Policy: The Editors invite contributions of
public records, articles, Bible records, and transcripts
from members and non-members. Contributions should
be those focused on the history of Indian Territory and
Muskogee County and its families. Neither the Editors
nor the Board of Directors of the Muskogee County
Genealogical & Historical Society take responsibility for
errors of fact/data submitted. The views expressed in
articles and reviews are those of the authors concerned
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editors,
the Board of Directors, nor the Members of the MCGS.
The Editors retain the right not to publish material that is
inconsistent with the policies of the MCGS.

2009 MCGS Board Officers
Stacy Blundell, President
Nancy Calhoun, Vice President
Linda Stout, Secretary
Barbara Downs, Treasurer
Members at Large
Sherry Jackson, Publications
Mary Downing, Library & Research
Randy Painter, Publicity
Stacy Blundell, Workshops, Education
Nancy Lasater, Editor
Nancy Calhoun, Library Liaison
Sue Tolbert, Three Rivers Liaison

Quarterly Copies: The MCGS Quarterly is published
four times a year: Mar, Jun, Sep and Dec. Back
issues of the Quarterly are available for $5 each plus
$1.50 for postage.
Books
MCGS publishes books of genealogical interest focused
on Muskogee County and Muskogee Indian Territory. A
current price list of our publications is provided on our
website at: http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/

Publications & Research
Our Research Policy

Contributors this Issue
And
Membership Information

is outlined on our website or you may write to us for a
Research Request Form at:

On Page 144

Muskogee County Genealogical Society
c/o Muskogee Public Library,
801 West Okmulgee,
Muskogee, OK 74401
Or visit our website at:
http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/

Check out the website for Lots of New Things Going On

Muskogee County Genealogical Society
http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/
Society Blog: http://muskogeecountygenealogicalsociety.blogspot.com/
Please visit these Muskogee County Websites
Muskogee County-UsGenWeb
Muskogee County History and Genealogy
Three Rivers Museum
Five Civilized Tribes Museum
USS Batfish
Boynton Historical Society
Webmaster: Sue Tolbert
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Helpful Hints in Research.
NICKNAMES
From Linda Stout
Jay's dad's nickname was Baker but his name was Von.
His brother's nickname was Whitey but his name was Ralph.
My mom and her brother were both called Pat at various times but her
name is Rosemary and his is Al (I still call him Uncle Pat). He also
went by Bud.
One of my grandmother's brothers was Martin Hylmar Throndson but
his obituary has him as James Elmer Throndson.
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From the October Muskogee Genealogical Society Meeting.

PERSONAL INTERVIEWS

INTERNET AND OTHER MEDIA RESOURCES

THE WRITTEN WORD
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No self-respecting holiday feast would be complete without a
dish that has come to be a tradition on most family tables.
“CRANBERRY
SAUCE”

Submitted by Ann Gardner

While the traditional term “turkey” brings to mind holiday meals and leftovers, in the
world of genealogy research it can be interpreted to mean either a wrong road taken in
our quest for clues to our ancestors live, or that inevitable “brick wall” that stops our advance.
During the October meeting of the Muskogee Genealogical Society Meeting, several people
offered up “bricks” from their effort to discover a distant relative. Those “turkeys” are included in the following pages.
If you can think you can help these researchers, please forward your advice to MCGS in
care of the Muskogee Public Library, Local History and Genealogy Department.
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MDP 15 Dec 1967

No Section on Trees Would be Complete Without
FAMILY TREES
Page 121

Alice Elizabeth New
Julius Lester Clark
Jonnell Fuller Clark
Nancy Stanton Lasater
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A Christmas Coin under the Tree
My grandmother, Alice Henry, kept an old Indian head nickel in her
trinket box for years. Her father had given it to her for Christmas in
1913, when she was a young wife and mother in Mustang, OK. Her
father, Frank New, was a blacksmith, and he had hammered the initial "A" for Alice into the face of the coin to make it her own special
coin.
Twelve years later, In Chickasha, as a young mother of five, she badly needed money for her youngest son's school lunch. So after rummaging through the house for change she dug out the Indian head
nickel. She turned it over in her hand, warming it for a moment, then
she tied it into a handkerchief and sent it off with Sonny to school.
As the years went by, World War II, weddings, grandbabies, anniversaries, holidays, all occupied her mind, she seldom thought about the
Indian head nickel her father had engraved and given to her so many
years ago.
Then, one Saturday in December 1955, while she was Christmas shopping in downtown Chickasha , she stopped in at Liberty Drug to rest
and have a Coke. She paid the soda jerk with a dollar and slipped the
change into her coat pocket. While she sat and sipped her Coke
she transferred the change into her coin purse. One of the nickels
caught her eye because it had an "A" engraved on the front. Of
course she was amazed to see the old Indian head nickel her father
had given her so many years ago.
The coin had apparently circulated around Chickasha for 30 years. Or
maybe it had been all the way to New York or San Francisco and back. Her grandkids enjoyed imagining
where it had traveled. I would love to say that the old Indian head nickel is still treasured by one of those 16
grandchildren but that is not the case.
On another December day in another year, the Widow Henry planned to do a little Christmas baking. She
again needed a change to pay for a pound of butter that a local Mennonite farmer delivered to her door. She
always said the local Mennonite farmers made the best butter.
So she spent her nickel again. I am sure she missed that old nickel but she was a pioneer Oklahoman and
from necessity she was a woman of a practical nature. This is a true story. I would love to have that Indian
head nickel. I would gladly buy it from her today for much more than a nickel if I could also get one of her
Grandmother hugs again.
Marlene Leahey
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Submitted by Member Marlene Leahey
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Submitted by Member Les Clark
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Submitted by Member Jonnell Fuller
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Submitted by Member Nancy Stanton Lasater
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To the Muskogee County Genealogical Society
Website Near You.

“The abstracting of obituaries and death notices from
THE MUSKOGEE DAILY PHOENIX 1916-Current”

Featuring a Cast of THOUSANDS (more or less)
Starring as Extractors and/or Typists
Joyce Street—Karen Wagner— Sherry Jackson—Barbara Downs—Melba Ranks
Jere Harris—-Mary Downing—Karen Hobbs—Nancy Lasater

Supporting Cast
Deone Duncan Penquite, Walter Heck Penquite, Pauline Foster and Jim Voss
For having the vision to start this project.
Jan Bryant and Nancy Calhoun of the Muskogee Public Library,
for the use of their records and facilities.
Special Effects by
Sue Tolbert , Webmaster
FOR A SNEAK PREVIEW
Visit our Website: http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/
Click on Newspaper Obituary Index

Also Watch The Website for COMING ATTRACTIONS
On Our Schedule of Events
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I Want A Hippopotamus For Christmas
No crocodiles, no rhinoceroses
I only like hippopotamuses
And hippopotamuses like me too
Mom says the hippo would eat me up, but then
Teacher says a hippo is a vegeterian
There's lots of room for him in our two-car garage
I'd feed him there and wash him there and give him his massage
I can see me now on Christmas morning, creeping down the
stairs
Oh what joy and what surprise when I open up my eyes
To see a hippo hero standing there
I want a hippopotamus for Christmas
Only a hippopotamus will do
No crocodiles or rhinoceroseses
I only like hippopotamuseses
And hippopotamuses like me too!
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The Story Behind the Song and Wish
I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas is a Christmas novelty song written by John Coctoasten and performed by Gayla Peevey in 1953. It is a
Dr. Demento Christmas staple, and is currently available on Dr. Demento's The Greatest Novelty Records of All Time Vol. 6: Christmas.
Here's an interesting fact about the popular Christmas hippopotamus
song - in 1953 a ten-year-old girl from Oklahoma, Gayla Peevey sang
the song as a way to raise money for the Oklahoma City Zoo's first hippopotamus. It became a nationwide hit after that, although John Rox
wrote the song "I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas" in 1950! The
song was not written specifically for the Oklahoma zoo, its just that when
they needed the hippo the song came out so the Christmas hippopotamus song just fitted in.
Lyrics Research Source: www.christmas-lyrics.org

Pictures and News Articles from the
Muskogee Daily Phoenix: 21-24 December 1953.
Submitted by Jere Harris
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Fred Borum 1912

Major General Fred S. Borum
Fred Sidney “Fritz” Borum was born in Winchester, Illinois April 25, 1892. His family moved to
Muskogee, Indian Territory, in 1904 where his father opened a general store. Fred played the end position for Muskogee Central High School’s football team in the fall of 1910 and 1911. Those teams were
very successful. In 1910 they scored 96 points to their opponents’ 46, and in 1911 they scored 102 points
to their opponents’ 6. After graduating from Central High School, Borum enrolled in Muskogee’s Kendall College. After a short time he quit to go to work full time. He worked with his brother-in-law in
Dewey, Oklahoma on the state’s first sewage system. He also worked in the oil fields near Chelsea and
ran an auto repair shop.
In 1914, just as World War I began in Europe, Katherine Stinson, sister of the founder of the
Stinson Aircraft Company, brought her plane to Muskogee on a barnstorming tour. She made a good
landing on a small race track but the ground was too soft to take off. Borum and his partner were hired
to take the plane apart so it could be shipped out by rail. This first contact with aviation sparked a lifelong interest. In 1917, Fred enlisted in the army and joined the aviation section of the Army’s Signal
Corps. He was sent to Kelly Field in San Antonio for training. Six months later he qualified as a cadet,
completed flight training, and received a commission as a second lieutenant. He remained at Kelly Field
as a flight instructor for the duration of World War II.
Fred Borum had a long and illustrious career in the military. For three years after World War I
he was the procurement planning representative for the air service at Buffalo, NY. He served a three
year tour in Hawaii and later was chief of the equipment laboratory, material divison at Wright Field,
Dayton, OH. During his time at Wright Field he was instrumental in the development of many items of
equipment which proved valuable during World War II including the first oxygen mask for Army fliers.
The original is on display at the Air Force Museum at Dayton.
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In January, 1940, he became Chief of Field Services Section, Material Division, Wright Field.
This section had the responsibility for the operation of four continental depots at the outbreak of the Second World War. To meet the needs of the time, the depot structure had to be enlarged and he was
tasked to establish a new depot in the middle west. Oklahoma Senator Elmer Thomas suggested Oklahoma City which was ultimately chosen as the site for the new depot.
During World War II General Borum organized and began training the First Troop Carrier command at Stout field, Indianapolis. He was Commanding General of the First Fighter Division in the European Theater, and later was appointed Deputy Commander and Chief of Supply in the Mediterranean
Theater. In 1943, as commanding general of the First Troop Carrier Command , he pinned the first Air
Medal ever awarded to a woman to Lieutenant Elsie Ott who was instrumental in organizing the first
air evacuations of injured servicemen.
When General Borum returned home in 1944, he was assigned as Commanding General of the
Miami Air Technical Service in Miami, FL, and then in 1945 he was given command of the Oklahoma
City depot and Tinker Field.
In Oklahoma we depend on good weather forecasts, particularly during the spring when tornados
might develop. In March of 1948 during General Borum’s tenure at Tinker, a tornado ripped through
the base causing millions of dollars in damage. Captain Robert C. Miller and Major Ernest Fawbush
were responsible for the weather forecasts at Tinker and they had failed to notice the signs that a tornado could form. An investigation followed but the Air Force decided that the storm wasn’t forcastable.
However, it was agreed that the Air Force Weather Service should begin working toward the goal of forecasting thunderstorms that might produce tornados.
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1911 Football Team

Five days later, on March 25, Miller and Fawbush realized that the day’s expected weather conditions were very similar to those of March 20. General Borum asked them if they were going to issue a
tornado forecast. They hesitated since no one had ever before issued an operational tornado forecast.
Borum told them that “you are about to set a precedent.” They were right on the money. That evening a
second tornado struck Tinker causing millions more in damage. Their success caused the Air Force to
eventually establish what has now become the Storm Prediction Center.
General Borum remained at Tinker Field until his retirement in April, 1954. He was a member of
the Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce for 30 years and served as the chamber’s aviation consultant.
He was given a great deal of credit for the development and expansion of Will Rogers World Airport.
During his career, General Borum received the Legion of Merit, the Army Commendation Ribbon with
Oak Leaf Clusters, Victory Medals for World War I and World War II, Grand Officer Order of the Crown
of Italy, and the Distinguished Service Medal.
General Fred Borum died October 25, 1978, and is buried in Cocoa Beach, Florida, where he
maintained a second home. He was survived by his wife, Marjorie, who he married in 1918, daughter
Marie Reed, two grandsons and a great-granddaughter.
Submitted by Linda Stout
Sources:
Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, “Tornado Forecasters Mark Golden Anniversary”, www.siam.org/news: accessed September 28, 2009
Excerpt from “The Everything Weather Book”
The Scout, Central High School, Muskogee, Oklahoma, 1910 and 1911
Bolling Air Force Base, “March 26, 1943: First woman to receive Air Medal decorated at Bolling”,www.bolling.af.mil/news/story: accessed September 28, 2009
Oklahoma Historical Society, Archives, biographical data for Fred S. Borum, www.okhistory.cuadra.com: accessed October 5, 2009
Crowder, Dr. James, Tinker Air Force Base Historian, “Major General Fred S. Borum”, www.nssl.noaa.gov; accessed August 20, 2009
The Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, OK), 15 January 1950, p. 38, www.olive.newsok.com; accessed August 13, 2009
The Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, OK), 30 April 1954, p. 41, www.olive.newsok.com; accessed October 7, 2009
The Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, OK), 27 October 1978, p.88, www.olive.newsok.com; accessed October 7, 2009
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William Greenebery Russell
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Manning the registration desk: Linda Stout.

Above: Nancy Calhoun; Below, Stacy Blundell
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Are you in this picture?
If not, watch for news of our Spring Workshop and please make plans to join
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New Titles in the
Grant Foreman Collection
4th Quarter 2009
United States: General
The Chisholm Trail A History A History of the World’s Greatest Cattle Trail
United States Regional
.
Family Histories
Blair Family Magazine, vs. 10, 11 & 12
Miz Lucy’s Cookies—Eddie F. Gates
Arkansas
Marion Co., AR Marriage Records, Books E-J
Yell County AR Cemeteries, vs. 1 & 2
.
Florida
Florida Historical Quarterly, vols. 36-53 Index, 67, 1988-89
Native American
Sequoyah The Story of an American Indian—C.W. Campbell
Oklahoma
Marriage License Applications Divorces & Death Notices Jan. 1920-Dec 1922 Sequoyah Co., Democrat

Sequoyah Co., OK Census 1930
Oklahombres, v. 19, 2007-08
Pontotoc Co., OK Marriages Groom & Bride Index, 1907-1928
Gateways to our Past Custer Co., OK Cemeteries
Redskin, 1957, Oklahoma A & M College
Redskin, 1966, 1967, Oklahoma State University
McCurtain County Funeral Homes, vs.1-3
McCurtain County Cemeteries, vs. 1-4
Garfield Co. Taxpayers, 1905, 1906, 1907, 1917
District Court Journals-Tulsa Co., OK Divorces, vs. 1907-23
Craig and Rogers Co. Cemeteries
Agent Funeral Home-Sallisaw, OK
City Directory of Enid and Garfield Co., 1901
Oklahoma Statesman The Life of David Boren—Bob Burke
Texas
Cooke Co., TX Marriages, Vols. 1-3, 1849-1882
Where Rainbows Wait—Trent Jones

Compiled by Jere Harris, Muskogee Public Library Local History/Genealogy Department.
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MDP 30 Sep 1944 Pg 9

MDP 13 May1938 Pg 9
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“Goetz Odeon”, Muskogee Daily Phoenix 17 January 1945

Tony Goetz, 18 January 1945
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The Prisoner of War and a Wolf
Near the end of WWll, we had a German Prisoner of War come live at our house to
help my father with the farm since my brother's and younger neighbor men were
serving in the Armed Forces making farm help very scarce to nil. The man could
not speak English but he could understand it. I was home one day when my
mother saw a large wolf in the pasture across the road and she yelled for the man
to come to the house and she ran in and got the Winchester from the closet and
pointed to the wolf. The prisoner dropped the gun on a fence post and shot the
wolf. It turned a somersault and got up and ran off into the woods. He handed
the rifle back to my mother and went back to his chores. When my dad arrived
home, he rode on his horse off into the woods in the direction the wolf had ran
and found it dead. After it was all over I think my mother wondered what had she
been thinking.
Submitted by
Geneva Taylor

Contributed by Virginia Vann Perry

Concluded from the September, 2009 Issue
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Muskogee Daily Phoenix Jun 1941
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Muskogee County Genealogical
& Historical Society
801 W. Okmulgee
Muskogee, OK 74401

Return Service Requested
Quarterly Publication
October—December, 2009

NEW MEMBERS
CONTRIBUTORS

Ronald Smith, South Holland, IL

FOR THIS ISSUE
Stacy Blundell
Les & Jonnell Clark
Barbara Downs
Ann Gardner
Jere Harris
Estalee Hughes
Sherry Jackson
Mozeal Jones
Nancy Lasater
Marlene Leahey
Sharon Murphy
Carol Payne
Virginia Vann Perry
Melba Ranks
Carol Rice
Linda Stout
Geneva Taylor
Sue Tolbert
Janie Teague-Urbach
Jean Vann

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
Randy and Barbara Painter
Carol Rice
ANCESTRY CHARTS
See Page 119
The Muskogee County Genealogical Society would like to extend our warmest welcome to our new members and appreciation to all of those who have renewed their
memberships.
Each new member and renewal member is
encouraged to submit an ancestry chart.
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