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An Interview of Susan H. Tiger 

Grace Kelly, Field Worker, June 11, 1937 

 

I was reared in a Missionary School and Home. 

 

 When my father died, Judge Moore was made my Guardian and as 
he was a single man he sent me to the Tallahassee School.  He had a home 
but as I was a girl he had no one to take care of me. 
 Miss Green was a Missionary teacher there.  When vacation time 
came she wanted to take me home to Iowa with her.  Her parents were 
alone when she wasn’t at home and she thought I would be company for 
them and I would have a good home too.  I was allowed to go and stayed 
four years but as I was sick most of the time, I decided to come home and 
see if my health would improve in my home climate. 
 Miss Green was later a Missionary to Japan and last November was 
the last time I heard from her.  She was in California and was going to have 
an operation on her eyes; I don’t know if she is living or not. 
 While I was gone Judge Moore had married and his wife’s sister was 
the Superintendent at the Muskogee Mission so he sent me there, where I 
finished by education except for one year at Oxford. 
 

Miss Alice Robertson’s Missionary parents. 
 Miss A. E. Wooster was a Presbyterian Missionary teacher at 
Dwight Mission.  She married Mr. Robertson and they had a boy and three 
girls.  The boy wasn’t in the Territory much and I don’t remember his first 
name.  There was Grace, Augusta and Alice.  They ran the Tallahassee Mis-
sion a long time and she, Mrs. A. E. Robertson, helped to translate the Bible 
into the Creek language as well as some Creek songs. 
 

Grace Robertson 
 She married the doctor and preacher of the Mission at Muskogee 
(later Kendall College) but I don’t remember his name [note: Grace married 
Dr. Henry P. Merriman 12 June 1889] 
 

Augusta Robertson 
 She married Judge Moore and was Superintendent of the Nuyaka 
School after their marriage.  They did great work among the Indians. 

 
Judge Moore 

 He only owned two ranches, or really one.  It was this way.  The Half 
Moon ranch which was his own was the one near Choska and Haskell on 
the Arkansas River (Choska had one store.)  John Moore, his brother, had a 
ranch near Okmulgee.  When he died he left it and his children in Judge 
Moore’s care and Judge Moore ran it like it was his won but kept them sepa-
rate.  Most folk thought they were both his  (Continued on Page 29) 
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About MCGS 
Our Purpose 

The MCGS was formed in 1983 for the purpose of 
promoting the general study of genealogy through 
workshops, seminars, and monthly programs; and to 
discover and preserve any material that may establish 
or illustrate the history of Indian Territory and Mus-
kogee County and its families. 

Meetings  

MCGS meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month (except July and August) at 6:00 PM at the 
Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Mus-
kogee, OK. The Board of Directors meetings are held 
the third Tuesday at 5:30 PM at the library.  All mem-
bers are invited to attend the Board meetings. 

Membership 

Membership in MCGS is open to anyone promoting the 
purpose of the Society.  Individual or family member-
ship is $21 per year and includes the Quarterly publica-
tion.  An $11 per year membership is available for 
those that do not wish to receive the Quarterly.   

Our Research Policy is outlined on our website or you 

may write to us for a Research Request Form at: 

Muskogee County Genealogical  Society  
c/o Muskogee Public Library,  
801 West Okmulgee,  
Muskogee, OK 74401  

 

Quarterly Copies:  Back issues of the Quarterly 
(issued Mar, Jun, Sep and Dec) are available for $5 
each plus $1.50 for postage. 

Books/Publications: A current price list of our publica-

tions is in our website shown below.  

Manuscript Submission 

Persons wishing to submit manuscripts or material for 
publication in the MCGS Quarterlies are requested to 
send their electronic files in Rich Text format to the 
following email address:  mucogeso@yahoo.com 

All other material may be mailed to the address listed 
above.  Material that has been previously published 
must be noted. 

 
 

2011 MCGS Board Officers 
 

Sue Tolbert, President 
Jere Harris, Vice President 

Linda Stout, Secretary 
Barbara Downs, Treasurer 

 
Members at Large 

 
Tim & Jere Harris, Publications 

Mary Downing, Library & Research 
Stacy Blundell, Workshops, Education 

Alissa Hill, Publicity 
Nancy Lasater, Editor 

Nancy Calhoun, Library Liaison 
Sue Tolbert, Three Rivers Liaison 

 

Muskogee County Genealogical Society Website:  http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/ 

Society Blog:  http://muskogeecountygenealogicalsociety.blogspot.com/ 

 

Please visit these Muskogee County Websites:  

Muskogee County-UsGenWeb;  

Muskogee County History and Genealogy; 

Three Rivers Museum; Five Civilized Tribes Museum; USS Batfish; Boynton Historical Society 

Webmaster: Sue Tolbert 

UPCOMING EVENTS YOU MIGHT WANT TO ATTEND 
From Nancy Calhoun 

Muskogee Public Library 
 
 
April 2, 2011: Oklahoma Genealogical Society presents a workshop by Daniel M. Lynch, 
author of “Google Your Family Tree.” Registration forms are available on their website. 
  
May 11-14, 2011: National Genealogical Society 2011 Family History Conference is in 
Charleston, South Carolina. The theme is “Where the Past is Still Present.” A brochure is 
available in the department. 
  
September 7-10: Federation of Genealogical Societies holds “Pathways to the Heartland: 
A Conference for the Nation’s Genealogists” in Springfield, Illinois. A flyer is available in 
the department. 
  
October 29-30: Gregath Publishing again hosts their Genealogy Retreat in northeastern 
Oklahoma. Registration information is available on their website. 

http://www.okgenweb.org/~okmuskog/index.htm
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ok/county/muskogee/index.htm
http://www.3riversmuseum.com/
http://www.fivetribes.org.
http://www.ussbatfish.com/batfish-main.html
http://www.rootsweb.com/~okokhs/
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Mary Downing con-

ducts the swearing in 

ceremony for the new 

officers and members 

of the Society Board.   

 

Lots of family, food, 

fun and beautiful dec-

orations. 
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Clockwise from the top:  The society 

presented donations to both the  

Muskogee Public Library, accepted by 

Jere Harris, and to the Three Rivers 

Museum, accepted by the director, Sue 

Tolbert.;  Michael Dunn provides beau-

tiful music and entertainment; Linda 

Stout and her lovely mother Rosemary 

Ryan in a merry mood; Vicki Lang, Ann 

Gardner and Barbara Downs have a 

serious discussion. 

 

All photos provided by Nancy Calhoun. 
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Linda Stout sent this picture which is a view of a drift that starts just at the line of the window sill 

and looking carefully at the middle of the scene near the right side you can see the top of a huge 

snow drift that continues to the fence line.  Below are pictures from the intersection of South Main 

and Elgin in Muskogee. 
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This picture was submitted by Christe Blackett.  It is the view from her kitchen window on February 1, 2011.   

Wally Waits:  “I am cleaning snow from over the eaves to prevent an ice dam.” 
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The Night the Train Stood Still 
 

Marlene Leahey 

 

Daybreak revealed low grey clouds hovering over Canadian County Oklahoma on a frigid morning just pri-

or to the beginning World War I.  The air was still and damp and the temperature was dropping.  Barn ani-

mals, with steamy breath, shuffled and stamped their feet, waiting for someone to break the thin crust of ice 

on their water buckets. They were nervous, perhaps they sensed the blizzard looming. 

 

By noon the first snowflakes dropped quietly and began to settle on tall grasses and fence posts.  Snow 

steadily fell all day turning the brown landscape into a soft white blanket.  Darkness came early.  Chores 

were done hurriedly and extra wood stacked near the kitchen door.  Snowfall continued through the night. 

 

Sometime in the early morning hours a north wind rose and howled around corners, driving snow against 

windows and carving deep drifts across country roads. 

 

Something woke Russell Henry.  A sound, a signal of some sort, something more than the howl of the bliz-

zard woke the young carpenter who lived near Mustang.  An urgent sound had roused him.  It was a train 

whistle, not the familiar long, long, short, long whistle blast of a fast moving train as it crossed the county 

road heading for the depot at El Reno.  This whistle sounded a series of short steady bursts.   Russell sat up 

and remarked to his wife Alice, "That train is not moving". 

 

The big steam engine pulling a passenger train had labored out of Texas during the night and headed north, 

trying to get ahead of the storm.  Its wheels finally ground to a stop short of El Reno and were unable to 

break through the crusted snow drifts covering the rails to carry the train forward.  The passengers on board 

had already spent several cold and dark hours on the stranded train. 

 

The local agent for the railroad was responsible for those passengers.  He was desperate for the help he re-

quested from the good people of Mustang.  Mustang citizens responded and soon the 

wood stove at the school was fired up and a temporary shelter was outfitted. 

 

Next, the agent knew hot meals were required for the passengers and crew.  He remembered Alice Henry.  

She was a good cook and experienced at serving large crews.  In those first early years of statehood, just 

after 1907, Alice and Russell had been contracted by the railroad to cook meals for the crews who main-

tained track, built trestles, and extended rail lines from Kansas to Texas.  Maybe he could contract with her 

again for her good cooking in this emergency. 

 

So Alice again headed for the kitchen to make biscuits, fry up some pork chops from the hog that Russell 

had butchered in the fall.  She counted out eggs for frying, pulled down jars of apple butter and canned 

peaches.  She opened tins of pork and beans.  There would be plenty of coffee.  Russell set up temporary 

tables made of saw horses and planks of wood he had stored in the barn. 

 

The passengers came for breakfast in shifts.  First they wanted coffee, then they gathered around the tables 

to consume their first hot meal in more than 24 hours. 

 

The train was stranded in the snow for a week but the passengers enjoyed the town's hospitality.  The Hen-

rys provided three meals a day for the passengers and crew.  Alice spent most of her days and nights cook-

ing and baking.  At one point she actually fell asleep while stirring a pot of soup at the stove. 
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The train was stranded in the snow for a week but the passengers enjoyed the town's hospitality.  The Henrys 

provided three meals a day for the passengers and crew.  Alice spent most of her days and nights cooking and 

baking.  At one point she actually fell asleep while stirring a pot of soup at the stove. 

 

Many fast friendships were made between the passengers and the citizens of Mustang during that week.  

These friendships lasted long after the train was freed to steam on to points north.  There was a single young 

man and a young "spinster", both passengers on the train, who met and fell in love during the week the train 

was stranded near Mustang. 

 

In the years when the railroads were claiming new territory and laying miles of track, many good cooks, 

wives, widows or spinsters were employed by the railroads to feed the crews who worked long hours extend-

ing the rails ever further west and south through Kansas, Oklahoma and into Texas. 

 

Railroads were a major player in the development of the territories and the young state of Oklahoma.  The 

first railroad crossed the territories as early as 1870. 

 

On April 22, 1889 the town of Oklahoma City sprang up mainly along the tracks of the Santa Fe Railroad. 

 

 In 1890 the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad began a rail line from Caldwell Kansas to Texas in 

order to open a link to the ports on the Gulf Coast.  This line ran through Canadian County along the route of 

the Chisholm Trail. 

 

The historic Rock Island Depot in El Reno, the county seat of Canadian county is listed on the National Reg-

ister of Historic Places and is now a museum. 

 

In Muskogee you can pay a visit to the Midland Valley Railroad Depot, built in 1916, which houses the Three 

Rivers Museum, and learn more about the important Midland Valley Railroad which served this part of the 

state. 

 

I like to hear a train whistle at night in the distance.  It evokes memories and stirs the imagination.  Where are 

they going and what does the future hold for them? 

Picture taken by  Martha Stoodley 
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Alissa Hill    December  Muskogee 

Barbara Downs   January  Muskogee 

Ann Gardner    January  Muskogee 

Margie Hamons   January  California 

Milton Lowrey   February  California 

J. C. and Mary Harris  February  Alabama 

Mary Ruth Six   February  California 

Nancy Lasater   February  Muskogee 

Timothy and Jere Harris  February  Muskogee 

Carol Rice    February  Muskogee 

Thru February, 2011 
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New Titles in the  

Grant Foreman Collection 

1st Quarter 2011 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FOREIGN 

 

Map Guide to German Parish Registers-Vols. 34 & 35 

Journal of the Amer. Irish Historical Soc., vols. 8, 9, 20, 22, 26, 28, 29 & 30 

The Scots-A Photohistory—Murray MacKinnon 

Annals of St. Helen’s, Bishopgate, London, Rev. John E. Cox, D.D. 

 

UNITED STATE: General 

 

Sam Baker-Winston County’s Gunfighter-Edward Herring 

Mennonite Family History, v. 2, 1983 

Civil War 

Irish In America-Michael Coffey 

Douglas Register 1750-1797 

Genealogy Basics Online-Cherri M. Flinn 

American Treasure-The Enduring Spirit of the DAR- Diana L. Bailey 

Researching In Salt Lake City-Nancy E. Carlberg 

Genealogical Proof Standard Building a Solid Case—Christine Rose 

Pitfalls In Genealogical Research—Milton Rubincam, FASG 

Signers of the Declaration of Independence—Robert G. Ferris 

Atlas of the Transatlantic Slave Trade—David Eltis 

Will Rogers-The Man and His Times—Richard M. Ketchum 

Nomad George A. Custer in Turf, Field and Farm—Brian W. Dippie 

The Weekend Genealogist timesaving Techniques for effective research—Marcia Y. Melnyk 

Henry Starr, Last of the Real Badmen—Glenn Shirley 

Women’s War Memoirs—Rosemary Eckroat Bachle 

Encyclopedia of North American Railroads—Aaron E. Klein 

 

UNITED STATES:  Regional 

 

Index to Some Family Records of Southern States-E. Kay Kirkham 

Trail Dust-A Quick Picture History of The Santa Fe Trail-Gene & Mary Martin 

 

FAMILY HISTORIES 

 

Witness to Sorrow-The Antebellum Autobiography of William J. Grayson—Richard Calhoun 

Knights From Generation to Generation—F. Stanley Knight 

Huff Tales and Trails—H. L. Huff 

Danforth Family—John J. May 

Farnsworth Family—Moses F. Farnsworth 

Sprague Family—Warren V. Sprague, M.D. 

Champion Family—Francis B. Trowbridge 
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ALABAMA 

 

1850 U. S. Census, Chambers Co., AL 

1850 U. S. Census, Newton Co., AL 

1850 U. S. Census, Tallapoosa Co., AL 

 

ARKANSAS 

 

Family Maps of Columbia County, Arkansas – Gregory A. Boyd 

Family Maps of Union County, Arkansas – Gregory A. Boyd 

Biographies of Van Buren County Arkansas, Vols 1 & 2—Van Buren Co. Historical Soc. 

History of Van Buren Co.—Ruby Neal Clark 

Arkansas Prior Birth Index, Vol. 8 

Greene Co., AR Probate Records 1876-1898—Charles & Helen Wood 

Early Schools of Van Buren Co., AR 1850-1950—Van Buren Co. Hist. Soc. 

Oakland Cemetery, Pope Co., AR 

 

CALIFORNIA 

 

Portsmouth Plaza—Catherine C. Phillips 

Historical Soc. Of Southern California Quarterly, Vol. 39, 1957 

 

GEORGIA 

 

1850 U. S. Census, Murray Co., GA 

 

IDAHO 

 

Idaho Gen. Soc. Quarterly, vols. 17-37, 1974-94 

 

KENTUCKY 

 

Bulletin—West – Central Kentucky, vols. 34, 35 2001-02 

 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Historical Collections of the Danvers Historical Society, vols. 21, 24 & 31. 

 

MISSISSIPPI 

 

Journal of Mississippi History, v. 19, 1957 

 

MISSOURI 

 

This Strange Town, Liberal Missouri – J. P. Moore 

God’s Acres—David Gerard 

Index to the Justice of the Peace Docket 1835-1885 

Polk Co., MO Deaths-Bolivar Papers, V. 1, 1856-1896 

Civil War Records-Union,, 9 Vols. 

Missouri Biographical Dictionary, 2 Vols. 

Pictorial and Genealogical Record of Greene Co., MO 

History of Jackson Co., MO 

Boone County Chronicles—David Sapp 
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NATIVE AMERICAN 

 

Handbook of Native American Herbs – Alma R. Hutchens 

Roots of Survival-Native American Storytelling and the Sacred—Joseph Bruchac 

McIntosh and Weatherford Creek Indian Leaders by Benjamin W. Griffith, Jr. 

 

NORTH CAROLINA 

 

Randolph County Genealogical Journal, v. 27, 2003 

Colonial Land Entries in N.C., 10 Vols., 1735-1795 

History and Genealogies of Old Granville Co., NC 1746-1800—Thomas M. Owen 

Abstracts of Deeds, Anson Co., NC—Dr. A.B. Pruitt, 8 vols. 

 

OHIO 

 

Washington Co., OH Marriages, 1789-1840 

 

OKLAHOMA 

 

Sketches From Muskogee, OK –David Gerard 

Killing of Ned Christie- Cherokee Outlaw-Bonnie S. Speer 

Cleveland Co. Gen Soc., Vols. 21-30 

Harlow’s Oklahoma History—Arrell M. Gibson 

Census of the Comanche Tribe-Kiowa Indian Agency, O.T. 

Chickasaw Nat. Records-Tishomingo Co. Indian Terr., Vol. 3, 1882-1906 

Census of the Comanche Tribe-Kiowa Indian Agency, O.T. 

Blue County, Choctaw Nation, I.T. 

Blue County, Choctaw Nation, I.T. Court Records, Vols. 1 & 2 

Tsa la gi-Northeastern State University, 1978,1979, 1981 & 1991 

Marshall County Messenger, 1926-27 

Durant, I.T. Court Records 1895-1907  

Broken Arrow, City of Roses and Pure Water - Donald A. Wise 

Preservation Oklahoma, vols. 6, 7 & 11 

Blue County Choctaw Nation-Court Records, 1857-1903, Vol. 1 

Guide To the Historical Records of Oklahoma 

Oklahoma Today, v. 54, 56 & 57, 2004, 2006-07 

Bryan County, OK Marriages, 1908-18 vs. 2, 4 

S.W. Oklahoma Keys—Willie H. Bivins 

Bryan Co., OK Marriages, 1907-25, 5 Vols.—Wanda M. (Ramsey) Dollar-Ellis 

Bryan Co., OK Cemeteries, 4 Vols. 

Natural Resources Inform. Study-Bureau of Water & Envir. Resources 

Dawes Commission Citizens (Allottees) and Intruders in Indian Territory (1901-1909) 

An Index of more than 17,000 persons…--John E. Ernest 

The Doctors Fair…the practice of medicine from horseback to helicopter—Edwin Fair, M.D. 

Summit View Cemetery, Logan Co., Guthrie, OK—Logan Co. Gen. Soc. 

Oklahoma Comes of Age—Campbell Osborn 

 

PENNSYLVANIA 

 

Lancaster Co., PA – Index To Tax Records, 2 vols. 
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TENNESSEE 
 

Tennessee Land Entries- Washington Co., 4 Vols. 

Bedford Co., TN Family History Book 

Postcard Memories of Bedford Co., TN 

Tennessee Land Entries-Military Bounty Land-Index and Warrants, 7 vols.—Dr. A.B. Pruitt 

Weakley Co., TN Newspaper Abstracts 1905-1906, 4 Vols. 

Coopers of McNairy Co., TN 1750-2000—Julia A. Tackett Cooper 

1850 U. S. Census, Washington Co., TN 

 

TEXAS 
 

Index to Applications for Texas Confederate Pensions 

Stalkin’ Kin, Vol. 4, 1976-77 

Titus Co. Births 1872-1942- Don Easterling 

History of Mason Co., TX Through 1964 

Comanche Co., TX Cemeteries—Shirley B. Cawyer 

Mason Co. Historical Book—Mason Co. Historical Comm. 

Mason Co. Communities—Mason Co. Sesquicentennial Comm. 

 

VIRGINIA 

 

Virginia Militia in the Revolutionary War-J.T. McAllister 

Annals of Southwest Virginia-1769-1800, 2 vols.—Lewis P. Summers 

Southwest Virginian, v. 6, 1983 

Child of the Bay, Past, Present & Future—Anne B. Nock 

 

WEST VIRGINIA 
 

Hacker’s Creek Journal, v. 12, 1993-94 

 

Vintage Postcards in This issue  submitted from collection of Linda Stout 
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How many times have we heard our parents say that to us whether we needed new clothes or shoes, or just 
pestered them for an unneeded toy or candy?  Lately while helping a patron with some research, he found a  
page in the 1930 U. S. Census with the relationship listed as “Inmate.”  In the excerpt from said census, the 
name shown as the Institution is “Mobile County Poor Asylum.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After finding this, I began to wonder where, if any, the “poor houses” might exist in Oklahoma.  In the process 
of the research, several of our members gleaned some of the following information, not only in Oklahoma, but 
in our own town of Muskogee.   First they found the following reference to a microfilmed list of the area dedi-
cated as “Muskogee Co. Poor Farm” in part of Ward 2.   
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Using the boundary information given with the 1930 Census Instructions, this map has been marked to 

show the margins of the “Poor Farm” in Enumeration District 51-33. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following is the area which was designated as the “Old Folks Home.”  Ironically, this area appears 

to have been where the Central High School was located, and is now and assisted living  complex again. 
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http://www.genealogytoday.com/articles/reader.mv?ID=703 

Researching Your Ancestors in the Poor Farm

 

Oklahoma:   

If you have family from Oklahoma, some of the work of finding the local poor farm has been done for you. Karen Wise's website at 

http://members.cox.net/awise120/ has taken information from the Oklahoma census on poor farms, orphanages and institutions and 

placed the information on her website. There you can find out on exactly what census page these institutions are found for various 

counties. 

 

Source:  This is an excerpt from an article by Gina Philibert-Ortega was found at the following GenWeekly website: 

 Visit this website to find information on poor houses in other states.   

statesstao 

Author: Gena Philibert-Ortega  

Over the hill to the poor-house-me child'rn dear, good-by! 

Many a night I've watched you when only God was nigh; 

And God'll judge between us; but I will al'ays pray 

That you shall never suffer the half I do today. 1 

In a previous article, I wrote about Poor Farms and gave some information about the Austin County, Texas Poor 

Farm. This week I want to provide you with some additional resources for conducting research on the poor farm in 

your ancestor's locality. 

The first source you should check when researching poor farms is the website for the Poorhouse Lady, aka Linda 

Crannell at www.poorhousestory.com. Driven by the knowledge that her grandmother spent her early years in a poor-

house, Linda has developed a comprehensive site devoted to the history of poorhouses and references to poorhouses 

in various states. On her site you can read about laws governing poorhouses, read about poorhouses in your state, and 

peruse the bibliography she has put together on the issue of poverty. 

Once you have some knowledge of poorhouses from the Poorhouse Lady, check out Cyndi's List, 

www.cyndislist.com, which has a section on poorhouses and poverty that will provide you with additional websites to 

guide your research. The websites listed will help you in researching poorhouses in the United Kingdom and the 

United States. One site listed is for the Onondage County Poorhouse in New York. The site features pictures of build-

ings, transcripts of the poorhouse records and pictures of the day-to-day life there at the poorhouse. 

How can you find out if there was a poor farm in the county you are researching? Try looking at the U.S. Federal 

Census to see if you can find the poor farm. When searching the U.S. Federal Census on Ancestry.com, fill in the 

state and county you want to search for, don't fill out a name of a person. Then, if you are allowed to fill in a relation-

ship to head of household, see if one of the choices for relationship to head of household is ‘inmate.' Alternately, on 

the 1900 U.S. Federal Census search on Ancestry, where you are allowed to do a keyword search, type in inmate on 

that search. When Ancestry provides you with ‘hits' you will need to look at the individual census page to see if it is 

indeed the county poor farm or if it is the county jail. 

http://members.cox.net/awise120/
http://www.genealogytoday.com/articles/reader.mv?ID=703#1#1
http://www.poorhousestory.com
http://www.cyndislist.com
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 Address for this article:  http://www.poorhousestory.com/OK_LegalSummaryExcerpt.htm 

 

 

Here is the Oklahoma excerpt  

from a U.S. Government Report  

summarizing various state poor laws in 1904. 

 

Return to OKLAHOMA         HOME 

http://www.poorhousestory.com/LegalSummaryCover.htm
http://www.poorhousestory.com/poorhouses_in_oklahoma.htm
http://www.poorhousestory.com/index.htm
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(continued from page 1) 
Alice Robertson, Muskogee Mission 

 She was the Superintendent at the Presbyterian Mission at Muskogee while I was going there.  It was later the 
Kendall College and was moved to Tulsa.  She really tried to be a mother to all of us.  We had prayer every night and 
after prayer she would kiss each of us good night before we went u p to bed.  Not one was left out, she said that the 
Indians weren’t civilized until they learned to kiss and be loving.  The Indians as a rule are not affectionate.  All the girls 
liked the school and I guess it was because it was a Christian school and the teachers and workers were kind to them.  
There were about twenty girls I think.  Miss Willie (white) was matron.  Miss Carlotta Archer (Cherokee) was Music 
teacher and taught the piano.  Miss McCormic was a teacher.  There was a cook and seamstress.  The girls would take 
turns about doing the dishes, making the beds, and the other work but they didn’t teach Home Economics as they do 
now.  They thought, and I think, that it was right to teach children to work when they are young and then when they 
were older and had to work for a living that they wouldn’t mind working and would be successful.  Girls had to know how 
to work in order to make their marriage successful.  We had our study hours the same as a public school has. 
 On Sunday I think they had every hour planned so that there wouldn’t be an idle or boresome hour.  We had 
church, Sunday school in the morning and in the afternoon there was singing and the teachers read stories to us, then 
church at night and it didn’t occur to us not to want to go.  It was just as natural and right as breathing.  The Preacher 
was the Doctor too. 
 When the children’s parents could afford them they bought their clothes, but boxes and barrels of clothes and 
material were sent to the school, I imagine from New York, and that way there was always something nice for the ones 
who couldn’t afford them.  We didn’t ever wear uniforms but what we thought pretty and wanted to wear. 
 When I finished there were three of us, tow Cherokees and my self, who went of Oxford College.  But I didn’t 
finish there for I quit when I was a Freshman and came back and taught for three years. 
 

Okmulgee 
 Mr. Tiger clerked in the Captain Severs Store for four years and we lived in town.  There were two stores, the 
Severs and Parkinson, both general merchandise; and one hotel and blacksmith.  Okmulgee was very small until the 
railroad came through and then it began to grow. 
 We moved to the farm and then he was given the job of Superintendent of the Orphan’s Home east of Ok-
mulgee and we moved there.Orphan’s Home Okmulgee 
 That was before statehood and the school was financed by the Government but I don’t remember whether it 
was the Creek Government of the Federal Government. 
 There were about fifty children there, orphans, they worked and studied just like at the Mission schools.  Miss 
Jim Boy was the Matron, and among the teachers was Mr. Tiger’s brother who was a Methodist and did the preaching. 
 Every Sunday we had church and Sunday School where they did their studying. 
 We had cornbread, biscuits and light-bread; the food was about what most home-cooking was like. 
 He held this job for four years but I would rather have been in my own home on the farm. 
 

Motey Tiger, Family Cemetery 
 Mr. Tiger died in 1908 and he and two of our children, Eugene and Grace, are buried on his father’s allotment, 
on Tiger Flats, in Tiger Township, right across from Shulter Township, but I can’t remember the Section. 
 We have four living children, DeWitt, Helen, Bryan and Mary Alice. 
 I have always been a retiring sort of person but if you want to know anything about the Tiger family, you want to 
go to see Mr. J. E. Tiger of Wewoka.  She is very forward, talkative, intelligent and would enjoy seeing you.  Se was 
sent to see Mrs. Roosevelt when she came through.  She can tell you anything you want to know about the Indians as 
she has been around and studied their ways. 
 My first school was at Greenleaf, a log house daubed with dirt, with one window and a fireplace.  It had been a 
dwelling.  The benches were pieces of trees or logs sawed through the center making a smooth or flat side; the legs 
were put in the round side; there were no backs on them.  I had a blackboard that was about six feet long which hung 
on the wall.  The books were furnished by the school and the Trustees were so saving with them that I couldn’t let a 
child take a book home at night for fear they might tear or lose it.  All the lessons had to be prepared at school. 
 I had about forty full blood Indian children; some of them were bashful and it was hard to do anything with them 
when they were that way.  I couldn’t take Creek and I always thought that if I had been able to talk their language I 
wouldn’t have been so handicapped. 
 I stayed with an Indian family for there were not white people living near; in fact, no white people ever came 
through there.  These Indians were very religious and every Friday evening they would gather at Greenleaf Baptist 
Church for their Sunday meetings.  It didn’t matter what kind of weather, rain, snow or sunshine, they stayed there until 
Monday morning when they would go home.  There was a building where they kept the dishes and cooking vessels and 
a church building and some arbors.  When it rained they slept in the church, other nights they camped out. 
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 Mrs. Davis, Seminole Chief 
 The most outstanding person I knew there was a Mrs. Davis, sister to John Brown, Chief of the Seminoles and 
the first woman Chief of the Seminoles.  She died not long ago and there are a lot of people who can tell you about her.  
I think she has a son, John Davis, at Okemah.  Mrs. Davis lived and had a store and Post Office at Arbeca.  She was a 
very intellectual person, and that, I suppose, is why they chose her as Chief. 
 My second school was east of Okmulgee and didn’t have any name.  These schools were free to the Indian children but the 

white children couldn’t go to them at first’ later they were permitted to go, but there weren’t many white children to go anyway. 

 The third and last school was near the McDermott place which had one store (I suppose they had a Post Office but I can’t 

seem to remember anything about the Post Offices.  I guess my memory isn’t too good) I stayed with a white family there, about a 

mile from the school. 

 At the end of this school year I married George W. Tiger, the oldest son of Motey Tiger, and we moved ten miles south-

west of Okmulgee on the Tiger Flats. 

Okmulgee 
 Mr. Tiger clerked in the Captain Severs Store for four years and we lived in town.  There were two stores, the 
Severs and Parkinson, both general merchandise; and one hotel and blacksmith.  Okmulgee was very small until the 
railroad came through and then it began to grow. 
 We moved to the farm and then he was given the job of Superintendent of the Orphan’s Home east of Ok-
mulgee and we moved there. 

Orphan’s Home Okmulgee 
 That was before statehood and the school was financed by the Government but I don’t remember whether it 
was the Creek Government of the Federal Government. 
 There were about fifty children there, orphans, they worked and studied just like at the Mission schools.  Miss 
Jim Boy was the Matron, and among the teachers was Mr. Tiger’s brother who was a Methodist and did the preaching. 
 Every Sunday we had church and Sunday School where they did their studying. 
 We had cornbread, biscuits and light-bread; the food was about what most home-cooking was like. 
 He held this job for four years but I would rather have been in my own home on the farm. 
 

Motey Tiger, Family Cemetery 
 Mr. Tiger died in 1908 and he and two of our children, Eugene and Grace, are buried on his father’s allotment, 
on Tiger Flats, in Tiger Township, right across from Shulter Township, but I can’t remember the Section. 
 We have four living children, DeWitt, Helen, Bryan and Mary Alice. 
 I have always been a retiring sort of person but if you want to know anything about the Tiger family, you want to 
go to see Mr. J. E. Tiger of Wewoka.  She is very forward, talkative, intelligent and would enjoy seeing you.  Se was 
sent to see Mrs. Roosevelt when she came through.  She can tell you anything you want to know about the Indians as 
she has been around and studied their ways. 
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Here are two websites you might mention concerning the military headstones for the next 

quarterly?  I think they are pretty neat in any case.  Barbara Downs 

http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/hm/hmcivil.asp 

http://www.cem.va.gov/hist/hmhist.asp 

 FamNet Subscriptions to be Paid to Christchurch Earthquake Fund 

 Revolutionary War Southern Campaign Pension Application Transcriptions Online 

 Maine Bill LD 258 on Open Access to Vital Records Passes Committee Hearing 

 NGS 2011 Family History Conference Commemorates the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War 

 Genealogy Help Wanted in West Hollywood, CA 

 1926 Census now in the new Irish administration's "Programme for Government" 

 British Library and findmypast.co.uk to Digitise 5 Million Pages of Family History Records 

 How to Make an iPhone 4 Video Call to a Non-iPhone 4 Cell Phone 

 Plus Edition Newsletter Has Been Sent 

 More Recent Articles 

Here are the latest articles on Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter.   There is some 

interesting Civil War information mentioned here.  Linda Stout 

 
Go to http://www.eogn.com 

 

The Best Resource You’re Not Using: Local Historical Societies, A great blog article by Kerry Scott 
  
http://tinyurl.com/63sbk97 
 
ALSO 

 

Help celebrate Cyndi's List 's 15th anniversary!!   Sue Tolbert 

!http://www.stumbleupon.com/su/2mI3wy/wwComw.geneabloggers.com/cyndis-list-celebrates-15th-
anniversary/ 

http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/hm/hmcivil.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/hist/hmhist.asp
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/blank.html?bn=559&.intl=us&.lang=en-US#0
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/blank.html?bn=559&.intl=us&.lang=en-US#1
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/blank.html?bn=559&.intl=us&.lang=en-US#2
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/blank.html?bn=559&.intl=us&.lang=en-US#3
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/blank.html?bn=559&.intl=us&.lang=en-US#4
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/blank.html?bn=559&.intl=us&.lang=en-US#5
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/blank.html?bn=559&.intl=us&.lang=en-US#6
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/blank.html?bn=559&.intl=us&.lang=en-US#7
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/blank.html?bn=559&.intl=us&.lang=en-US#8
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/blank.html?bn=559&.intl=us&.lang=en-US#48932_recap
http://www.stumbleupon.com/su/2mI3wy/www.geneabloggers.com/cyndis-list-celebrates-15th-anniversary/
http://www.stumbleupon.com/su/2mI3wy/www.geneabloggers.com/cyndis-list-celebrates-15th-anniversary/
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Photos and Pages from “Confederate Veteran” submitted by Ann Gardner,  

Great-granddaughter of Conrad Slagle, half brother of Sam Box 
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U. S. District Court (Western District, I. T.—Marriage Records Index 1890-1907 

Currently in the process of being transcribed from microfilm.  Information included is the Groom, 

Bride, Book/Page  and the Microfilm No. where the Marriage Record can be found.  As each group is 

finished, it will be added to the website of the Muskogee County Genealogical Society, alphabetically 

by the groom’s name. 

 

Addison, Emory Earle Faull, Grace 481 S 92 

Adkins, H. A. Rowe, Mattie 473 D 192 

Adkins, James Barker, Jennie 473 D 517 

Adkins, James Brown, Tillie 476 I 109 

Adkins, Joseph H. Gardner, Mary A. 477 K 331 

Adkins, R. D. Insco, Ida 473 D 162 

Adkins, R. E. Holley, Ada 478 N 478 

Adkins, W. B. Riley, Mattie 472 B-1 5 

Adkison, A. J. Herzberg, Maggie 478 M 188 

Adkission, Jim Lane, Eva (Lena) 480 R 315 

Adkission, Jim Lena, Eva (Lane) 480 R 315 

Adlchorn, William McCaslin, Jennie 478 M 337 

Agent, Clay Fargo, Annie 472 A 323 

Agneu, Walter L. Glass, Lula May 481 T 277 

Agnew, James Earles, Eva 483 W 444 

Ahaisse, Joe Bemo, Pinky 483 W 96 

Ahle, Martimer King, Betty 475 G 326 

Ahrens, Albert J. W. Shaw, Katie 472 B-1 214 

Ahrens, F. W. McAlister, Francis (Scott) 477 K 459 

Ahrens, F. W. Scott, Francis McAlister 477 K 459 

Aingell, C. H. Burton, Mattie F. 474 E 308 

Airie, William Rumels, Elizabeth 480 Q 208 

Airrich, Albert Mulkey, Mary 482 V 415 

Akers, Alfred Gatewood, Sada 482 V 104 

Akers, Theodore E. Cooper, Bell 481 T 566 

Akers, Walter Broyles, Ellen I. 479 P 437 

Akers, Will E. Durham, Jesse 475 G 484 

Akin, Warren Akins, Lizzie 474 E 446 

Akin, Will C. Wynn, Mattie 480 R 80 

Akman, Charles Christie, Mary Jane, Mrs. 481 S 195 

Albert, Archie Dennis, Hattie 483 W 242 

Albert, George Poorboy, Sally 478 N 56 

Albertson, A. E. Andrews, Addie 473 C 20 

 
MALE FEMALE Roll OKM # BOOK PAGE 
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Albertson, John Ward, Susie 472 A 48 

Alberty, Alex Fuller, Lizzie 476 H 175 

Alberty, E. K. Alberty, Carine 478 M 371 

Alberty, E. W. Blackwood, Nannie 476 I 456 

Alberty, Eli Richardson, Edna 480 Q 58 

Alberty, Frank Tober, Arizona 480 R 237 

Alberty, Gibson Moore, Carrie May 478 N 52 

Alberty, Henry Add, Alice 481 T 184 

Alberty, Jerry King, Hessie 480 Q 307 

Alberty, Joseph V. Dudley, Ella 476 I 326 

Alberty, Josh Hudson, Fannie 478 M 190 

Alberty, Noah Stidman, Mary 477 L 20 

Albridge, G. Burt Litral, Cora 481 S 432 

Albright, J. W. Gaddis, Adda E. 477 L 169 

Albrty, Frank Tober, Arizona 480 R 237 

Alcon, J. J. Collier, Euler B. 474 F 267 

Alcoon, Joseph Johnson, Florence 478 M 24 

Alcorn, John Q. Yeacy, Cora 480 R 272 

Alderson, J. W. Cox, Minnie 473 D 511 

Aldrich, August Small, Frona 473 D 362 

Aldrich, Lewis Brewner, Isabelle 482 V 188 

Aldridge, E. C. Davis, Myrtle 477 L 238 

Aldridge, Elmer B. Alexander, Jennie 484 X 51 

Aldridge, G. T. Portlock, Lew 473 D 124 

Aldridge, Joe Lee, Charlie 484 X 98 

Aldridge, Leonard P. Smith, Ruth 476 I 186 

Alex, Freeland G. Jacobs, Elizabeth A. 477 K 248 

Alex, Wm. Meadows, Mattie 484 X 65 

Alexander, A. L. Sewell, Clara 482 U 256 

Alexander, Adolphus A. Sharp, Annie 478 N 87 

Alexander, D. McCall, Mattie 474 E 414 

Alexander, Dallas Roller, Amanda 472 B-1 116 

Alexander, Ernest Rude, Jennie 473 D 197 

Alexander, Felix Nivins, Julia 479 O 245 

Alexander, Henry Plummer, Maggie A. Lee 476 I 239 

Alexander, Henry Wilson, Janie 483 W 68 

Alexander, J. A. Couch, Haley 473 D 358 

Alexander, J. A. Davenport, Bertha 483 W 399 

Alexander, J. S. Goss, Lola 481 T 380 
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Alexander, James W. Wilson, M. E. F. 472 B-1 353 

Alexander, Joe Cobb, Daisy 474 E 56 

Alexander, Joe Bell, Daisy 483 W 588 

Alexander, John A. Collins, Bertha E. 482 U 239 

Alexander, John D. Henderson, Nellie 476 I 40 

Alexander, Leda Company, Sissy 479 P 440 

Alexander, Lydia Monday, Jeannetta 477 L 361 

Alexander, M. W. Pendergraft, M. M. 482 U 538 

Alexander, Marvin Marshall Springer, Gertrude 483 W 248 

Alexander, Oscar Labrage, Lydia 481 T 161 

Alexander, Rausey Tapp, Henryetta 479 P 186 

Alexander, Richard Irby, Annie 480 Q 229 

Alexander, S. W. Harvey, Ann 478 N 192 

Alexander, Sam Kendrick, Effie 478 N 357 

Alexander, Tecumseh Sampson, Martha 482 U 163 

Alexander, Walter Wood, Lizzie 474 F 296 

Alexander, Walter Nevins, Julia 477 K 268 

Alexander, Will Reed, Pearl 479 P 238 

Alexander, William Nelson, Addie 481 S 530 

Alexander, Willie T. Cox, Nancy 480 R 288 

Alford, Joseph F. Laurance, Mary Emoline 472 A 18? 

Alikes, J. R. Sharp, Mary 484 X 208 

Alines, J. T. Ross, Fannie 477 L 20 

Alkire, C. A. White, Annie 478 M 334 

Alkire, Isaac M. Dickey, Nolia 482 U 302 

Alkire, Richard C. Johnson, Alice 480 Q 60 

Allard, Thomas Briggs, Arvilla M. 476 I 130 

Allen, A. B. Sharp, Annie 472 B-1 24 

Allen, A. B. Wolf, Lura 477 K 480 

Allen, Albert Vann, Ruth A. 474 E 528 

Allen, Alph Gardenhire, Ella 476 I 311 

Allen, Anderson Shores, Maud 482 V 238 

Allen, Andrew Blankenship, Rosa 481 T 520 

Allen, Arthur Choteau, Rose Ella 480 R 293 

Allen, Charles Owen, Elizabeth 472 B-1 290 

Allen, Charles V. Williams, Emily S. 480 Q 175 

Allen, Charley Dowdy, Dora 481 S 507 

Allen, Chas. A. Edwards, Esta 480 R 183 
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Muskogee County Genealogical  
& Historical Society 

801 W. Okmulgee 
Muskogee, OK 74401 

 

Return Service Requested 

 
Honor Our Soldiers in November 

 

Recently, during Black History Month in February, I watched 
a documentary of African Americans heroes in battle in all 
the major conflicts.  They mentioned a young man, Ruben 
Rivers, was from Oklahoma [Earlsboro].  I did some further 
research and continued to watch the program, it brought 
home again to me just what our service men have given to 
keep us free.   
 
This is a picture of Rivers and the grave marker at the “Burial 
site of Staff Sgt. Ruben Rivers in the Lorraine American Cemetery in St. Avold, France. 
Birth: Oct. 31, 1918—Death: Nov. 19, 1944 (Photo courtesy of Zack Sigler, Historian, 
103d Infantry Division, 409th Regiment, D-Company. Heavy Weapons.)”   
 
 
As Veterans Day is in November the December issue of the Muskogee Genealogical 

Society Quarterly will be dedicated to those men and women in our service who were honored at their death with various 
types of grave markers, listing their military information.  If you have photos of those in your family who served in any 
operation, you are encouraged to let us share it in that issue.  Our quarterly issues are being mailed or exchanged all 
over the United States as well as other countries.  The people who research their ancestors are looking for names, plac-
es and histories.  What better way to let the world know what our loved ones have done for us? 
 
By starting early in the year, we will have time to include many pictures.  You may bring your photos to any of the regular 
meetings, leave them at the library (Attn: MCGS, November), or email them.  Originals will be scanned and returned to 
you.  Please help us tell the world. 

Quarterly Publication 
January-March, 2011 


