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Cecil Reiff was superintendent of Muskogee schools from 1925 to 1931.  He was born in Manchester, Indi-

ana October 23, 1886, the son of Jacob and Catherine Reiff, and was married to Dorothy McCloud August 

27, 1915, in Indianapolis.  He was educated at Manchester College, received his master’s degree from Indi-

ana University, and a/ended Columbia University in New York and Chicago University.  Cecil and his wife 

were the parents of three children:  William Henry, John Cecil and Margaret Ann. 

 

Mr. Reiff began his teaching career in a rural district in Wabash County, Indiana and progressed 

to teach high school and then at the University of Indiana.  In 1915 he arrived in Oklahoma as director of the 

commercial department at Muskogee’s Central High School.  While in the commercial department he ins5-

tuted an employment agency in the school where students could find work for the summer and employers 

could obtain the “most competent of clerks and stenographers.”   

 

Even though his right arm was paralyzed he was well thought of and promoted to principal in 1919 and then 

to superintendent in 1925.  His principal’s salary was $2,500 per year, a respectable sum for 1919. 

 

 

Continued on Page 3 
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OUR PURPOSE: 

The MCGS was formed in 1983 for the purpose of pro-
moting the general study of genealogy through workshops, 
seminars, and monthly programs; and to discover and pre-
serve any material that may establish or illustrate the his-
tory of Indian Territory and Muskogee County and its 
families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

 

President, Jere Harris 

Vice President, Alissa Hill  

Secretary, Stacy Blundell 

Treasurer, Mary Downing 

Past President, Sue Tolbert  

Newsletter Editor:  Barbara Downs 

Quarterly Editor, Nancy Lasater 

 

Appointed positions:  Research, Barbara Downs; Publica-
tions, Sue Tolbert. Liaisons are: Three Rivers Museum, 
Sue Tolbert; Muskogee Public Library, Nancy Calhoun 

 

MEETINGS  

MCGS meetings are held at 6:00 PM on the fourth Thurs-
day of each month (except July and August) at the Mus-
kogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, 
OK. The Board of Directors meetings are held the third 
Tuesday at 5:30 PM at the library.  All members are invit-
ed to attend the Board meetings. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership in MCGS is open to anyone promoting the 
purpose of the Society.  Individual or family membership 
is $20 per year due each January 1.   

OUR RESEARCH POLICY: 

Outlined on our website or you may write to us for a Re-
search Request Form at: 

Muskogee County Genealogical Society  

c/o Muskogee Public Library 

801 West Okmulgee,  

Muskogee, OK 74401 

 

BOOKS 

MCGS publishes books of genealogical interest focused 
on Muskogee County and Muskogee Indian Territory.  A 
current price list of our publications is provided on our 
website at http://www.rootsweb.com/~okmuscgs/
index.htm or write or email us for a list. 

QUARTERLY 

The MCGS Quarterly is published online four times a 
year: March, June, September, and December.  Back is-
sues of the Quarterly are available.  Check our website for 
current issue prices and postage. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

 

In January, 1931, the Muskogee Daily Phoenix reported that Mr. Reiff would be presented with a unique gav-

el made especially for him by students in the woodwork department of Central High School.   It was de-

scribed as follows: 

 

 The center of the handle is of Osage orange, the bow wood used by the 

 Indians in the construc5on of their weapons.  Around this will be a layer 

 of oak taken from the home of Sequoyah, the famous Indian who was 

 the inventor of the Cherokee alphabet.  The handle is inlaid with walnut from 

 Central High School where Mr. Reiff was principal for a number of years. 

 The head of the gavel is of walnut from old Cherokee Female seminary 

 at Tahlequah which burned in 1887.  This walnut is from an old banister taken 

 from the building before it burned.  In the gavel head there will be several 

 pieces of inlaid woods, walnut from Fort Gibson which is about 117 years 

 old, white pine from the old Agency building on Honor Heights, and some 

 poplar from the birthplace of Mr. Reiff which is located in Indiana and which 

 is about 90 years old.  There will also be pieces from a brick found on the 

 loca5on of the old Union Mission which will be plugged in the ends of the 

 gavel head.  This school was the first in Oklahoma.   

 

His Arithme5c Course of Study, formulated in 1928 and introduced in Muskogee’s schools, was being used in 

most schools in the state and was recognized as the outstanding contribu5on to schools of the past decade.  

Mr. Reiff was recognized for this accomplishment and elected president of the Oklahoma Educa5on Associa-

5on in 1930. 

 

In 1931 Mr. Reiff was asked to become the superintendent of Oklahoma City schools. 

A member of Muskogee’s board of educa5on said, ”Cecil Reiff belongs to Muskogee.  Get 

someone else.”  He was given the posi5on for one year in July, 1931, at a salary of $10,000. 

 

He began his tenure in Oklahoma City by outlining what he considered to be the responsibili5es of six groups:  

The board is responsible to the people; the superintendent to the board; the principals to the superinten-

dent; and the teachers responsible for the children to their principals.  He did not believe in listening to the 

complaints of fac5ons of patrons.  During one of his annual new teacher pep talks at the beginning of the 

school year he listed the following reasons why teachers failed:  poor health, lapse of moral character, lack of 

ability work with others, and lack of personal cleanliness.  He also discouraged smoking by his teachers.  He 

served un5l at least 1939 as superintendent of schools in Oklahoma City.  Cecil Reiff was buried in Wabash 

County, Indiana.  He died in 1952. 

 

His Arithme5c Course of Study, formulated in 1928 and introduced in Muskogee’s schools, was being used in 

most schools in the state and was recognized as the outstanding contribu5on to schools of the past decade.  
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Mr. Reiff was recognized for this accomplishment and elected president of the Oklahoma Educa5on Associa-

5on in 1930.  In 1931 Mr. Reiff was asked to become the superintendent of Oklahoma City schools. 

 

A member of Muskogee’s board of educa5on said, ”Cecil Reiff belongs to Muskogee.  Get 

someone else.”  He was given the posi5on for one year in July, 1931, at a salary of $10,000. 

 

He began his tenure in Oklahoma City by outlining what he considered to be the responsibili5es of six 

groups:  The board is responsible to the people; the superintendent to the board; the principals to the su-

perintendent; and the teachers responsible for the children to their principals.  He did not believe in listen-

ing to the complaints of fac5ons of patrons.  During one of his annual new teacher pep talks at the begin-

ning of the school year he listed the following reasons why teachers failed:  poor health, lapse of moral char-

acter, lack of ability work with others, and lack of personal cleanliness.  He also discouraged smoking by his 

teachers.  He served un5l at least 1939 as superintendent of schools in Oklahoma City.  Cecil Reiff was bur-

ied in Wabash County, Indiana.  He died in 1952. 
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TOWNSHIPS ARE GIVEN NAMES 

  

    Late Wednesday afternoon the county commissioners formally ratified the selection of 
names for the various townships of Muskogee County , so that hereafter, each one of the 
fourteen townships will be known by names instead of by numbers. 

    The county is to be congratulated on the fact that the commissioners have seen fit to honor 
many of the old settlers by the use of their names in this matter. Practically every township 
will bear the name of some old pioneer family, Indian or white. 

Township No. 1; to be known as “ Moore ,” is named after Judge Moore of Haskell;  

Township No. 2; named “Agency,” is so called after Agency Hill, formerly the residence 
place of the agent to the Five Civilized Tribes; 

Township No. 3; named Harris, is so called after one of the oldest Cherokee families, County 
Commissioner  W.H. Harris being of the family; 

Township No. 4; will be known as “Porter” in honor and remembrance of Chief Pleasant 
Porter of the Creek Nation. 

Township No. 5; named “Nash” after F.H. Nash of Fort Gibson , one of the pioneers of the 
Indian Territory . 

Township No. 6; named after the noted Brewer family; 

Township No. 7; Ogle, is so named in honor of J.H. Ogle of Boynton, the oldest settler there. 

Township No. 8; named Sutton, is most appropriately named after County Commissioner 
T.B. Sutton, the only Republican elected to a county office in Muskogee County . 

Township No. 9; to be called “Brown” after G.C. Brown, the oldest settler in the district. 

Township No. 10; known as “Darling” after a prominent banker of Oktaha; 

Township No. 11; will be known as “McLain,” after one of the oldest families in the Chero-
kee Nation. 

Township No. 12; will be known as “Vann” after a well known Cherokee family which 
County Commissioner Charles E. Vann is a member. 

Township No. 13 is to be known as “Martin,” after J.A. Martin, the oldest man in the town-
ship. 

Township No. 14, will be known as “Porum,” after the famous Porum Gap, one of the oldest 
landmarks in the west. 

 

Muskogee Times-Democrat, Friday, February 14, 1908, page two: 
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New Titles in the Grant Foreman Collection Thru March, 2012 

Arkansas 

Cemeteries of Monroe Co., AR 

Family Maps of Van Buren County, AR  by Gregory A. Boyd, J.D. 

Family Maps of  Scott County, AR—Gregory A. Boyd, J.D. 

Native American 

Upon Our Ruins-A Study in Cherokee and Genealogy by Don L. Shadburn & John D. Strange, III 

American Indian Literature an Anthology by Alan R. Velie 

Encyclopedia of  American Removal, 2 vols. by Daniel F. LittleField, Jr. 

Oklahoma 

Cemetery Records Book, Garfield Co. 1 

Muskogee-Images of America by Roger Bell 

Directory of Oklahoma 1989-1990 State Almanac 

Spring Water-Vol. VII- Braggs, OK by Fran Hutchins Barker 

Cartersville, Route 1—J.M. Gaskin, D.D. Litt.D., LL.D. 

Pushmataha County The Early Years by Dorothy A. West 

Payne County, Oklahoma Cemetery Index by Mahlon G. Erickson 

Abstracts From the Alex Tribune, Grady Co., OK, 3 vols.  

Tams Bixby by Clarence B. Douglas 

Tales from the Oklahoma boy by Ross T. Warner 

Grant Foreman-A Biography by Linda Moore 

Profiles of Oklahoma Pharmacy, Vol. 1—OK Pharmacists Assoc. 2008 

Remaining Ourselves: Music and Tribal Memory by Dayna B. Lee 

Watching Our Crops Come In—Clifton L. Taulbert 

Cow Country by Edward Everett Dale 

Up The Trail In ’79 by Baylis J. Fletcher 

The Ride of the Abernathy Boys by Miles Abernathy 

ODOT 100-Celebrating the First 100 Years of Transportation in Oklahoma by Bob Burke 

Index to Indian Territory Marriages-Grooms Only – 1 1890-1907 

 

Also new additions were included from the following states:  Mississippi—Missouri—Pennsylvania— 

South Carolina—Tennessee—Texas—Virginia 

 

Come to the Grant Foreman Collection to see these and more added since April  1, 2012.   
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The Twelve Steps for Recovering Genealogists 

1.  I admit that I am powerless over my ged-com and that my life has 
become unmanageable. 

2.  I believe that there is a greater power other than genealogy and that 
it will restore sanity to my life. 

3.  I have made a decision to turn my life over to non-genealogists and 
hope that they will understand me. 

4.  I have admitted to myself and other genealogists that I am addicted 
to my obituary files. 

5.  I vow to no longer discuss "dead people" with my few remaining 
friends in hopes that they will remain my friends. 

6.  I promise to take photographs of things other than tombstones. 

7.  My only source of reading material will no longer be census, wills, 
death certificates and obituaries. 

8.  I will not spend family vacations in out-of-state libraries 
 and courthouses. 

9.  Family picnics will no longer be held in cemeteries. 

10.  My family will no longer be referred to as "the live ones." 

11.  My time spent on the Internet will be limited to sites other 
than Rootsweb.com, Ancestry.com and MyGenealogy.com. 

12.  I will carry these messages to other genealogists and practice these 
principles every day. 

Submitted by Karen Wagner 
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Please visit these Muskogee County Websites:  

Muskogee County-UsGenWeb;  Muskogee County History and Genealogy;  Three Rivers Museum;  Five Civi-

lized Tribes Museum; USS Batfish;  Boynton Historical Society;  Webmaster: Sue Tolbert 

Family Search has announced that the 1940 Census in Oklahoma is now searchable by name.   

In addition to their effort in coordinating the indexing project, several of our own members have 

joined the estimated 400,000 volunteers who have made this information available to all researchers.  

If you have been following the indexing project on Family Search, you will realize they now have 

some fourteen or more states which are also ready to search by name.  There are several other web-

sites that are paying to have this same information indexed, and while they have not completed as 

many states as the volunteer site, any effort in getting the information to the public accurately is ap-

preciated.  We all know it’s an advantage to have as many available research resources as possible in 

the history and genealogy arena. 

 

Several members as well as friends of the Muskogee County Genealogical Society 

who have volunteer in the 1940 Indexing Project are:  Jere Harris, Nancy Calhoun, Barbara Downs, 

Betsy Edwards, Sue Tolbert (administrator of the project for MCGS), Carol Rice, Nancy Lasater, 

Carol Payne, Linda Perry and Sherry Jackson.  The editor’s apologies if anyone was omitted from 

the list.   

 

Even though the Oklahoma Census for 1940 is searchable, these volunteers have continued to not 

only index other states as requested by Family Search, but there are also two other indexes to be 

completed for our state including World War 1 Military Registrations and Indian Allotment records.  

 

If you are interested in helping with this project, for any state, please contact any of the current vol-

unteers for help to get started.  There is still a lot to do.  

 

 


