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LIFE AND EXPERIENCES OF AN Indian Territory NEWSPAPER MAN,

MATTHEW MOORE

INTERVIEW GIVEN BY SISTER, MRS. J. B. WHITE 215T AND ELGIN, MUSKOGEE,
OKLAHOMA

Ella M Robinson, interviewer, September 20, 1937

My brother was born at Hacket City, Sebastian County, Arkansas, September 2, 1859.
He was the son of Reverend F. M. Moore, a Methodist Itinerant Minister, and Amanda Ste-
phens Moore.

We lived in Hacket City as small children, and about 1868 our father was sent to a
church at Booneville, Arkansas, where we lived for a number of years. Matthew attended the
high school there, known as the Fort Smith district high school. Father had great hopes that
he would go to college with the purpose of entering the ministry, but in that he was disap-
pointed.

Father owned a newspaper at Booneville called the Booneville Enterprise and pos-
sessing a mechanical mind, Matthew became interested in the work of printing and learning
to set type at an early age. Father also owned a drug store at Booneville where my brother
spent some time, but the drug business did not appeal to him as did the newspaper work.
Having arrived at the point where he felt that he was competent to edit a paper, Matthew
bought a half interest in the Enterprise. Father later sold the other half interest in the paper
and move to Winter Haven, Florida, where he bought an orange grove.



In 1884, while Matthew was living in Booneville, he married but his young wife died at
the end of five years. As his health was not good, he too sold his interests in Booneville and
went to Florida, hoping the warm climate would be beneficial to him, but was disappointed as
the climate did not agree with him.

He then went to Nashville, Tennessee, where he again engaged in newspaper work.

In the fall of 1891, father was transferred to the Indian Mission Conference, now the Ok-
lahoma Conference, and stationed at Eufaula. After staying there for two years, he came to

Muskogee and took charge of the Brother in Red, a church paper published in the interest of the
Methodist Church, South.

In 1895, Matthew came to Muskogee, recovering from several months severe illness at
Nashville, Tennessee. He had had great trouble and suffered much from headache and during
his illness had allowed his hair to grow long, he said as a protection and to keep his head warm.
He wore his hair braided and wound around his head under his hat. Matthew was of a quiet

and reserved nature, almost to the point of eccentricity, largely due to years of ill health and lLiv-
ing alone.

On coming to Muskogee, his health was greatly im-
proved and he at once secured employment on the Mus-
kogee Phoenix, then a weekly, as head of the mechanical
department and was known among the men as “the main
guy” around the plant. When the Phoenix became a Daily
in 1901, he served as editor for some time until Clarence
B. Douglas became the owner. With him on the staff were
Edwin Demming, who is still a member; Ed Melton, now of
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GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH HISTORY

Submitted by Alissa Hill

While rummaging through boxes of "stuff" acquired over the years, I

ran across this little piece of local church history. Grandview Heights Baptist
Church booklet "“The Service of Constitution.” It tells the story of how this
little church started. 1In 1960 it was called Grandview Heights Baptist

Church. You may recognize this church, south of town on Cherokee Street, be-
tween Peak Boulevard and Smith Ferry Road. It is now called Grandview Baptist
Church, I'm not certain what year they dropped the Heights in the name.

My maternal great grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Hiram "Hi" H. Horton, my grandpar-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. John L. Stine and several of my great aunts and uncles start-
ed Grandview Heights Baptist Church. The first church services were held in at
the home of my great uncle, Francis J. Taylor and my great aunt, Jo Helen Horton
Taylor. Many of my relatives are listed in the directory in the back of the
book. I guess you can say I have been a member of this church since before I was
born. Hope you see a name you might recognize. Enjoy.

g'zamfuiaw OL/siggfd
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r cf“u.x.‘a_gu, Oklakoma

First, it should have a great leader. This we have in Jesus
Christ, who is the head of our church. The one to whom we look
as the one who organized the first church and who set up dur
program

| ;
I ¢ There are at least four things which any organization should
} { have if it is to be waorthy of its place in the world today.

]
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‘ Second, it should have a grear purpose. This we have in
JANUARY 10, 1060 i our recognition that it is our God given task to win and to
train every individual for whom we are responsible,

Third, it should have a group which realizes their ohligation
and is devoted to their task, This we have in one of the most
consecrated groups of Christian people it has been my privilege
to work as a pastor,

i Fourth, it should have people capable of making plans and
the ability to carry out those plans. This we have in a remark-
) able way. Our work was begun by a group of Godly, conse-
crated, devoted and capable workers, not to ger away from
someone else, but because they caw a need for a church in its
locality and they were willing to be pioneers, and sulfer the

— e T EEEeE - hearthreaks of pioncers, but knowing they were in the hands of
d and under the leadership of a gracious and loving heavenly
Father
! JAMES ]. DOOLEY.



SERVYICE QOF CONSTITUTING

n,,..for the glory of the Lord hath filled the House

of God." II Chronicles 5:14b
Prelude Selected
Hymn ‘"Onward, Christian Soldiers" lo. A2
Devotional . Brother Leroy Crawford
Prayer Drother H, H. llorton
Purpose of this Meeting Drother tade L. Carver

Election of Temporary Moderator and Clerk
Enrollment of Members (Charter Members)

Adoption of Church Covenant
Adoption of Articles of Faith
J.ldoption of Preamble to Conatitution and Dy-laws

%
[
o

Election of Church Giflcers
Report of Nominating Committoe

Call of the Fastor
eport of Pulpit Coomittee

CFFERTCRY

Special Music "The Church's One Foundation"
(Central Baptist and Grandview Heights Choirs)

Message Drother Wade L, Carver

Remarks Brother James dooley, Pastor

Prayer of Dedication drother L. R, Flunkett

Hymm "Lead On, 0 King Eternal® No. 417

DBenediction



CHURCH COVENANT

Having been led, as we believe by the Spirit of
God, tc receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour
and, on the profession of our faith, having been
baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of
God, and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully
enter into covenant with one another as one body in

Christ,

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy
Spirit to walk together in Christian love; to strive
*for the advancement of this church, in knowledge,
holiness, and coafort; to promote its prosperity and
spirituality; to 'sustain its worship, ordinances,
discipline, and doctrines; to contribute cheerfully
and regularly to the support of the ministry, the
expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and
the spread of the gospel through all nations,

We also engage to maintain family and private
devotions; to religiously educate our children; to
seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances;
to walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our
dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary
in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting,
and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale of, and
use of, intoxicating drinks as a beverage; bto be
gzoalous in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our
Saviour. We will maintain the defense of the truth
against any and every form of error,

We further engage to watch over cne another in
brotherly love; to remember one another in prayer; to
ald une another in sickness and distrcss; to culti-
vate Christian sympathy in feeling and Christian
courtesy in spesch; to be slow to take offense, but
always ready for reconciliation and mindful of the
rules of our Saviour to secure it without delay.
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- ARTICLES OF FAITH (CONT'D)
III The Trinity .

God is revealed to us as Fat,her; Son and Holy
Spirit, each with distinet personal attributes, but
without division of nature, essence or being,

IV Providence.

God from etemity decrees or pemmits all things
that come to pass, and perpetually upholds, directs
and governs all creatures and all events; yet so as
not in any wise to be the author or approve of sin
nor to destroy the free will and responsibility of
intelligent creatures,

-V Election

Election is God's eternal choice of some persons
unto everlasting life- not because of forseen nerit
in them; but of his mere mercy in Christ - in conse-
quence of which choice they are called, justified
and glorified.

.VI The Fall of Man

God originally created nan in his own image, and
free from sin; but through the temptation of Satan,
he transgressed the command of God, and fell from his
original holiness and righteousness; whereby his
posterity inherit nature corrupt and wholly oppcsed
to God and His law, are under condemnation, and as
soon as they are capable of moral action, become
actual transgressors,

VII The Mediator

Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of GOd, is
the divinely appointed mediator between God and man,
Having taken upon Himself human nature, yet without
sin, He perfectly fulfille=d the law, suffered and
died upon the ¢ross for the salvation of sinners. He
was buried, and rose again the third day, and ascended,
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ARTICLES OF PAITH (CONT'D)

to His Father, at whose right hand He ever liveth

to make intercession for His people, He is the only
Mediator, the Prophet, Friest and King of the Church,
and Sovereign of the Universe,

VIII Regeneration

Regeneration is a change of heart, wrought by
the Holy Spirit, who qQuickeneth the dead in tres-
passes and sins, enlightening: their minds spiritually
and savingly to understand the Word of God, and re-~
newing their whole nature, so that they love and
practice holiness, It is a work of God's free and
special grace alone,

IX Repentance y

Hepentance is an evangelical grace, wherein a
person being, by the Holy Spirit, made sensible of the
manifold evil of his sin, humbleth himself for it,
with godly sorrew, detestation of it, and self-

. abhorrence, with a purpose and endeavor to walk with
God so as to please Him in all things,

X Faith

Saving faith is the belief, on God's authority,
of whatsoever is revealed in His Word concerning
Christ; acceptinz and resting upon Him alone for
justification, sanctification and eternal life., It
is wrought in the heart by the Holy Spirit, and is
accompanied by all other saving graces, and leads
to a 1life of holiness,

XI Justification

Justification is God's gracious and full
acquittal of sinners, who believe in Christ, from
all sin, through the satisfaction that Christ has
_ made, not for anything wrought in them or done by
them; but on account of the obedience and satis-
faction of Christ, they receiving and resting on
Him and His righteousneas-g{ faith,



ARTICLES OF FAITH (CONT'D)
XII Santification

Those who have been regenerated are also
sanctificd, by God's word and Spirit dwelling in
them, This sanctification is progressive through
the supply of Divine strength, which all saints seek
to obtain, pressing after a heavenly life in cordial
obedience to all Christ's commands.,

X111 Persceverance of the Saints

Those whom God hath accepted in the Deloved,
and sanctified by His Spirit, will nsver totally nor
finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall
csrtainly persevere to the end; and though they may
fall, through neglect and temptation, into sin,
whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces
and comforts, bring reproach on the Church, and
temporal judgements on themselves, yet they shall be
rencwed again unto repentance, and be kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation.

XIV The Church

The Lord Jesus is the Head of the Church, which
is composed of all his true disciples, and in Hin
is invested supremely all power for its government,
4ccording to his commandment, Christians are to
associate thcuselves into particular societies or
churches; and to each of these churches he hath
given needful authority for administering that order,
discipline and worship which he hath appointed, The
regular officers of a Church are Dishops or Elders
(Pastors) and Deacons.

XV Baptism

Daptism is an ordinance of the Lord Jesus,
obligatory upon every believer, wherein he 1s
immersed in water in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, as a sign of his
fellowship with the death and resurrection of Christ,
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ARTICLES OF FiTTH (CONT!D)

of renission of sins, and of his giving himself up

to God, to live and walk in newness of life, It is
aa prerequisit.e to church fellowship, and to partici-
pation in the Lord's supper. -

XVI The Lord's Supper

The Lord!s Supper is an ordinance of Jesus
Christ, to be administered with the elements of
bread and wine, (Fruit of the.Vine), and to be ob-
served by his churches till the end of the age. It
is in no sense a sacrifice, but is designed to
conmemorate his death, to confim the faith and
other graces of Christians, and to be a bond, pledge
and renewal of their cowmunion with him, and of
their church fellowship.

XVII The Lord!s Day

The Lord's day is a Christian institution for
regular observance, and should be anployed in
.exercises of worship and spiritual devotion, both
public and private, resting from worldly enploy-
ments and arusenonts, works of necessity and mercy
only excepted,

XVIII Liberty of Conscience

God alone is Lord of the conscience; and he
hath left it free from the doctrines and cormand-
nents of nen, which are in anything contrary to his
word, or not contained in it, Civil magistrates,
being ordained of God, subjection in all lawful
things commanded by them ought to be yiclded by us
in the Lord, not only for wrath, but also for
conscience sake,

XIX The Resurrecction

The bodies of men after death return to dust,
but their spirits return immediately to God - the

-



ARTICLES OF FAITH (CONT!'D)

righteous to rest with him, the wicked, to be re-
served under darkness to the judgement., At the last
day, the bodies of all the dead, both just and
unjust, will be raised,

XX Judgement

God hath appointed a day, wherein he will judge
the world by Jesus Christ, when every one shall re-
ceive according to his deeds; the wicked shall go
away into everlasting punishment; the righteous,
into everlasting life,

28I Heaven

We believe that Heaven is a place Jesus came
from and returned to upen His accension, where He
now intercedes and is preparing a place for all true
believers who will join Him reigning throughout all
eternity.

XXII Hell

Wle believe that Hell is a place prepared for the
Devil and his angels and the wicked who have rejected
Christ. It is a place of ecternal torment,

CHARACTER

Section 1. Govermient—- The government of this church
is vested in the body of believers who compose it, It
is subject to the control of no other gscclesisaticel
body, but it recognizes and sustains the obligations
sf mutual counsel and co-operation which are common
among Daptist churches,

Section 2. Doctrine - This church receives the Scrip-
bures as its authority in matters of faith and
practices, Its understanding of Christian truth as
contained therein is in essential accord with the
belief of the paptist Churches as indicated in the
Articles of Faith herewith.

les

10



A DRIEF HISTORY

In March 1958 Reverend E., C. Sisk, of Lebanon
Tennessee nade a survey of Grandview Heights terriiory

for the purpose of beginning a new work. The survey
showed a great need for a lLaptist church,

On april 1, 1955 a group met in the howme of Wr.
and yirs. Dick Uu;ger to discuss the possibility
advisability of starting an organized laptisl wor in
the comvmnity. Among those present were: ileverend
E. C. Sisk; Reverend Wade L. Carver, Pastor Central
Baptist, Muskogee; Reverend Lercy Crawford, Superin-
tendent of iissions, Huskogee associalion; and Rever-
end J. H. Rogers, Pastor of Immanuel Daptist Church,
Muskogee. On april 3, 1958 Central Daptist Church
adopted the work as a mission and agreed to supervise
the work with drother =, C. S8isk as pastor, =

The first services were conducted in the hcme of
Brother and Mrs. Francis J. Taylor, Sunday .oril 6,
1958, 1In April a four acre plot was purchased for
'1500,00, Central Japtist paid ,1000,00 and Muckogee
Baptist sssociation .500,00,

The first Mission Committee was H. H. Horton,
Francis J, Taylor, Sam Dennett and B. R. Plunkett,
The Fairview School was secured and the first services
thers were May 4, 1958,

The first revival was conducted by Reverend Wade
L. Carver in the Fairview School building, also the
first Vacation iible School was held there.

There were continuous additions as the work pro-

gressed, Plans began immediately toward getling a
building on the four acre plot. With the help of the
airchitectural Department of the Sunday School Beard
and the securing of Mr. H. H. iieiman as architect
agreenent was reached to build a stone structure

LO x 104, Cash and pledges were sought along with a
wL5,000,00 loan from Commercial Wational iank through
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¥r. Obal Laster, Construction began in august of 1958
" and even though not quite finished the first services
were held in the new building February 1, 1959.

The first revival in the new building was conduc-
ted by Reverend A. T. Willis, of Tulsa, with 16 addi-
tions. From May, 1959 to September DIrother Carver was
the interim-pastor and directing the work following
the resignation of Drother Sisk. Urother James Dooley
was called in September as pastor,

With rapid growth the chapel has reached the
place to beccme a fully organized church., It has a
graded Sunday School, Training Union and Womans' Fis=
sionary Society. The first unit is complete with an
overall value of $35,000.00, Many have contributed
their time and labor to this for which God has taken
ncte and only eternity will reveal where full credit
belongs.

Cn Decamber 9, 1959 the chapel petitioned
Central captist Church for the privilege of organiza-
tion, It was granted and on this day, Jamuary 10,
1960, a great drean has becn realized.

This is just the beginning of our story. Ahqad
of us we have the challenge of a glorious future in
promoting the work of our Lord in a growing community
until He cones again,

Editor’s Note: Due to privacy concerns, the following list of members has been -
edited to eliminate the addresses and phone numbers on the original .
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Jemmett, Sam O,

Hines, Mrs. J. C. - Marshall, Mrs, Tom
Dennett, Mrs, Sam O, Bt i b L Miller, Marvin
smanen el Horton, Hiram H, Miller, Mrs. Narvin

Horton, Mrs., H. H. Miller, Marvin Jr.

Chaney, Dill Huffstedtler, Lee D
Neisler, Mae E.

Chaney, Joyce Huffstedtler, Mrs, L. D.

Culver, Pete Penix, Mrs. Dorothy

Culver, Mrs, Pete ~ Jackson, Fat Pitman, Laursl
Jenkins, Allen M. Pitman, Mrs. Ethel
Dooley, James J. Jenkins, krs. illen M. Poplin, Ross
Dooley, Mrs. James J, Jenkins, Carol Poplin, Mrs. Ross
Dooley, Charlotte Jeniins, ._J’_ T.
Downs, James Sanders, Sequoyah
Downs, Mrs, James Rnky tenis Sanders, Rachel
Kub, Mrs. Lonnie .
Downs, James Michael Sanders, Delilah

Schneberger, Mrs. M. E.
Larkins, Esther

Ganther, Forest Shepard, Robert L.
Ganther, Mrs. Forest McCarter, Thomas Shepard, Mrs. R. L,
McCarter, Mrs. Thomas Smith, Elmer Lewis

Harris, Lester McCarter, Walter

Spain, Forest
Harris, Virginia MeCarter, Mrs, Walter .

Qur-
30th
Jast

Please visit these Muskogee County Websites:

Spain, Mrs. Forust

Muskogee County-UsGenWeb; Muskogee County History and Genealogy; Three Rivers Museum; Five Civi-
lized Tribes Museum; USS Batfish; Boynton Historical Society; Webmaster: Sue Tolbert
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Steely, Ferman " ‘Webb, Thomas
Steely, Mrs. Ferman Taylor, Mrs. F. J. Bl Sire, T
. Wells, Mrs, Melba
Stine, John L. Taylor, Harry Joe ’
Wells, Billy
Stine, lirs. John L, Taylor, Pat
1 ~ Wood, Cecil E,
Stine, Cherry Tillman, George Hubert  ° Wood, Mrs. Cecil
t - >
ng, Heldnos Jo Tillman, Ruth ann o N, Spen
Stine, Paul ‘White, 0, M,
Swart, Albert Charles White, ¥rs, O. M.
Wallace, Dewey
S"ﬂrt, Mrat A. c'
Wallace, HMrs. Dowsy
Swart, Carolyn Sue . Hall, Mrs, Myrtle

Taylor,

Francis J.

CHURCH OF# LCLID

Church Moderator

Church Clerk

Church Treasurer

Education and Music Diructor
Church Fianist

Associate Chuxeh Pianinit
Sunday School Superiutorelont
Training Union llireclor

W. h., U. President

Trustees
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oy ol Slamen Dooloy
Parmu Stooly

Francls J, Taylor
Swn ennott

Mra, Forost Spain
Mrs., John Stino
Walter J. MeCartor
Forest Spaln

Mrs. Francis J. Taylor
Sam Dennett

Walter J. bicCarter

Francis J, Taylor



Director’s Letter from the first issue

As President of our new Society, and editor of this newsletter, I would like to welcome you to our mem-
bership. I feel that we have set goals to grow on, and will in the future have our place in the history
and form of Muskogee County that we are all so deeply interested in.

The Society has its work cut out for it. As we come into the area of records research and preservation,
we fear that we may have, in some cases, come to late. We can only begin at this point to do the best
we can.

The Society has already taken steps to assist with research and publication of the vast cards on

Deceased Veterans of the Muskogee Veterans Hospital. These records contain valuable information of
a genealogical nature and can be published for library use. We will keep you posted on this project and
others we become involved with. Society members will be canvassing the County in search of church
records to copy, such as the one copied by Society member Sherri Siebold and which appears in this
newsletter.

We hope you enjoy this newsletter and that you will send us your queries, pedigree charts and sugges-
tions on what you want to see printed in the future. Please help us obtain good materials for use, such
as family histories, bible records, old articles, letters, etc. that are of a genealogical nature. Photos
(copies if you have them) will also be used and returned to you.

This is your Society, please let us, on the Board of Directors, know how we may assist you and what
your research needs are.

Carole L. Ellsworth, President

Rae Lindsey, Vice President

Pete Hagan, Treasurer

Members at Large - Ray P. Napier, Mary Cheeseman and Lulu Boggs

Muskogee County Genealogical & Historical Society

MEETINGS: MCGS meetings are held at 6:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month (except July and August) in the Grant Foreman room at the Muskogee
Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK. . The Board of Directors meetings are held the third Tuesday at 5:30 PM in the library’s Genealogy and Local
History department. All members are invited to attend the Board meetings.

MEMBERSHIP
Membership in MCGS is open to anyone promoting the purpose of the Society. Individual or family membership is $20 per year due each January 1.

OUR PURPOSE:: The MCGS was formed in 1983 for the purpose of promoting the general study of genealogy through workshops, seminars, and monthly pro-
grams; and to discover and preserve any material that may establish or illustrate the history of Indian Territory and Muskogee County and its families.

BOARD MEMBERS 2013: President, Alissa Hill; Vice President, Stacy Blundell ; Secretary, Linda Stout; Treasurer, Mary Downing; Past Pres-
ident, Jere Harris; Newsletter Editor: Barbara Downs; Quarterly Editor, Nancy Lasater; Webmaster: Sue Tolbert, APPOINTED POSITIONS:
Research, Barbara Downs; Library Liaison, Nancy Calhoun; Three Rivers Museum Liaison, Sue Tolbert.

OUR RESEARCH POLICY: Outlined on our website http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/ or you may write to us for a Research Request Form at:
Muskogee County Genealogical Society, c/o Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401.

PUBLICATIONS: MCGS publishes books of genealogical interest, focused on Muskogee County and Muskogee Indian Territory history. A current price list of
our publications is provided on our website.

QUARTERLY
The MCGS Quarterly is published online four times a year: March, June, September, and December. Beginning in 2012 issue, current issues are published on-line.
Copies and back issues of the can be ordered on request by mail or through our website.

NEWSLETTER
Beginning January, 2013 we began publishing a monthly newsletter to provide members and guest viewers with current and scheduled meetings and news.
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