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LIFE AND EXPERIENCES OF AN Indian Territory NEWSPAPER MAN, 

 MATTHEW MOORE 

INTERVIEW GIVEN BY SISTER, MRS. J. B. WHITE 21ST AND ELGIN, MUSKOGEE, 

OKLAHOMA 

Ella M Robinson, interviewer, September 20, 1937 

 

 My brother was born at Hacket City, Sebastian County, Arkansas, September 2, 1859.  

He was the son of Reverend F. M. Moore, a Methodist Itinerant Minister, and Amanda Ste-

phens Moore. 

 We lived in Hacket City as small children, and about 1868 our father was sent to a 

church at Booneville, Arkansas, where we lived for a number of years.  Matthew attended the 

high school there, known as the Fort Smith district high school.  Father had great hopes that 

he would go to college with the purpose of entering the ministry, but in that he was disap-

pointed. 

 Father owned a newspaper at Booneville called the Booneville Enterprise and pos-

sessing a mechanical mind, Matthew became interested in the work of printing and learning 

to set type at an early age.  Father also owned a drug store at Booneville where my brother 

spent some time, but the drug business did not appeal to him as did the newspaper work.  

Having arrived at the point where he felt that he was competent to edit a paper, Matthew 

bought a half interest in the Enterprise.  Father later sold the other half interest in the paper 

and move to Winter Haven, Florida, where he bought an orange grove.  
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 In 1884, while Matthew was living in Booneville, he married but his young wife died at 

the end of five years.  As his health was not good, he too sold his interests in Booneville and 

went to Florida, hoping the warm climate would be beneficial to him, but was disappointed as 

the climate did not agree with him. 

 He then went to Nashville, Tennessee, where he again engaged in newspaper work. 

 In the fall of 1891, father was transferred to the Indian Mission Conference, now the Ok-

lahoma Conference, and stationed at Eufaula.  After staying there for two years, he came to 

Muskogee and took charge of the Brother in Red, a church paper published in the interest of the 

Methodist Church, South. 

 In 1895, Matthew came to Muskogee, recovering from several months severe illness at 

Nashville, Tennessee.  He had had great trouble and suffered much from headache and during 

his illness had allowed his hair to grow long, he said as a protection and to keep his head warm.  

He wore his hair braided and wound around his head under his hat.  Matthew was of a quiet 

and reserved nature, almost to the point of eccentricity, largely due to years of ill health and liv-

ing alone. 

 On coming to Muskogee, his health was greatly im-

proved and he at once secured employment on the Mus-

kogee Phoenix, then a weekly, as head of the mechanical 

department and was known among the men as “the main 

guy” around the plant.  When the Phoenix became a Daily 

in 1901, he served as editor for some time until Clarence 

B. Douglas became the owner.  With him on the staff were 

Edwin Demming, who is still a member; Ed Melton, now of 

California; Joe Frishman; and John Dillard Wilson of Fort 

Smith.  In 1903, Matthew contributed a notable feature 

when he compiled and published the first city directory 

ever gotten out in Muskogee.  It was an alphabetically ar-

ranged list of business firms, citizens, schools and church-

es.  It also contained an official, benevolent, and social di-

rectory.  It was found to be indispensable to all business 

houses and had a ready sale of $3.00 per copy.  It was cop-

yrighted by him in 1906. 

 After his resigned from his work on the Phoenix he pur-

chased a printing press and continued to publish the city 

directory until his death.  He had established a clientele 

and continued to furnish them with copies, regardless of 

the fact that there was another company publishing direc-

tories. 

 His death occurred on July 11, 1918, at his home on 

South Cherokee Street, Muskogee 

             

[transcribed by Barbara Downs] 
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GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH HISTORY 

Submitted by Alissa Hill 

While rummaging through boxes of "stuff" acquired over the years, I 

ran across this little piece of local church history.  Grandview Heights Baptist 

Church booklet “The Service of Constitution.”  It tells the story of how this 

little church started.  In 1960 it was called Grandview Heights Baptist 

Church.  You may recognize this church, south of town on Cherokee Street, be-

tween Peak Boulevard and Smith Ferry Road.  It is now called Grandview Baptist 

Church, I'm not certain what year they dropped the Heights in the name.   

My maternal great grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Hiram "Hi" H. Horton, my grandpar-

ents, Mr. and Mrs. John L. Stine and several of my great aunts and uncles start-

ed Grandview Heights Baptist Church.  The first church services were held in at 

the home of my great uncle, Francis J. Taylor and my great aunt, Jo Helen Horton 

Taylor.  Many of my relatives are listed in the directory in the back of the 

book. I guess you can say I have been a member of this church since before I was 

born.  Hope you see a name you might recognize.  Enjoy. 
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Editor’s Note:  Due to privacy concerns, the following list of members has been 

edited to eliminate the addresses and phone numbers on the original . 



 

 13 

Please visit these Muskogee County Websites:  

Muskogee County-UsGenWeb;  Muskogee County History and Genealogy;  Three Rivers Museum;  Five Civi-

lized Tribes Museum; USS Batfish;  Boynton Historical Society;  Webmaster: Sue Tolbert 
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MEETINGS:  MCGS meetings are held at 6:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month (except July and August) in the Grant Foreman room at the Muskogee 
Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK. .  The Board of Directors meetings are held the third Tuesday at 5:30 PM in the library’s Genealogy and Local 
History department.  All members are invited to attend the Board meetings. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

Membership in MCGS is open to anyone promoting the purpose of the Society.  Individual or family membership is $20 per year due each January 1.   

Muskogee County Genealogical & Historical Society 

OUR PURPOSE::  The MCGS was formed in 1983 for the purpose of promoting the general study of genealogy through workshops, seminars, and monthly pro-
grams; and to discover and preserve any material that may establish or illustrate the history of Indian Territory and Muskogee County and its families. 

BOARD MEMBERS 2013:  President, Alissa Hill; Vice President, Stacy Blundell ; Secretary, Linda Stout; Treasurer, Mary Downing; Past Pres-
ident, Jere Harris; Newsletter Editor:  Barbara Downs; Quarterly Editor, Nancy Lasater; Webmaster:  Sue Tolbert,  APPOINTED POSITIONS:  

Research, Barbara Downs; Library Liaison, Nancy Calhoun; Three Rivers Museum Liaison, Sue Tolbert. 

OUR RESEARCH POLICY:  Outlined on our website http://www.okgenweb.org/~mcgs/ or you may write to us for a Research Request Form at: 
Muskogee County Genealogical Society, c/o Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401. 
 
PUBLICATIONS: MCGS publishes books of genealogical interest, focused on Muskogee County and Muskogee Indian Territory history.  A current price list of 
our publications is provided on our website.   
 
QUARTERLY 

The MCGS Quarterly is published online four times a year: March, June, September, and December.  Beginning in 2012 issue, current issues are published on-line. 
Copies and back issues of the can be ordered on request by mail or through our website. 
 
NEWSLETTER 
Beginning January, 2013 we began publishing a monthly newsletter to provide members and guest viewers with current and scheduled meetings and news.   

Director’s Letter from the first issue 

As President of our new Society, and editor of this newsletter, I would like to welcome you to our mem-

bership.  I feel that we have set goals to grow on, and will in the future have our place in the history 

and form of Muskogee County that we are all so deeply interested in. 

The Society has its work cut out for it.  As we come into the area of records research and preservation, 

we fear that we may have, in some cases, come to late.  We can only begin at this point to do the best 

we can.  

The Society has already taken steps to assist with research and publication of the vast cards on  

Deceased Veterans of the Muskogee Veterans Hospital.  These records contain valuable information of 

a genealogical nature and can be published for library use.  We will keep you posted on this project and 

others we become involved with.  Society members will be canvassing the County in search of church 

records to copy, such as the one copied by Society member Sherri Siebold and which appears in this 

newsletter.   

We hope you enjoy this newsletter and that you will send us your queries, pedigree charts and sugges-

tions on what you want to see printed in the future.  Please  help us obtain good materials for use, such 

as family histories, bible records, old articles, letters, etc. that are of a genealogical nature.  Photos 

(copies if you have them) will also be used and returned to you. 

This is your Society, please let us, on the Board of Directors, know how we may assist you and what 

your research needs are. 

Carole L. Ellsworth, President 

Rae Lindsey, Vice President 

Pete Hagan, Treasurer 

Members at Large - Ray P. Napier, Mary Cheeseman and Lulu Boggs 
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