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In 1900 John Kessler’s family was in 

Muskogee, and 17 year old Camillus was 

working as a pressman in his father’s 

printing office. His artistic skills took 

him from the print rooms to a desk when 

he created  

Familiar Faces in Muskogee   

featuring his “cartoons” of local busi-

nessmen of the time.  This series ran in 

the Muskogee Daily Phoenix in early 

1905.    

Camillus moved from Muskogee to St. 

Louis, later to New York, and enjoyed a 

long career as a cartoonist and artist.  

He created a vaudevillian type act in 

theaters, putting a spotlight on a mem-

ber of the audience, then while the en-

tire audience watched by means of  a 

projecting camera that he had invented, 

he would draw his subject. Not just a 

cartoonist, but also a serious portrait 

artist, he refined a process of etching his 

portraits on zinc and bronze.    

Widely known during his lifetime,  Kess-

ler’s fame has diminished over time.  

And, while he didn’t live long in Mus-

kogee, he left these treasures which are 

more than worthy of preservation for 

enjoyment today.    

Editor’s note:  From time to time, these renditions of those 

Muskogee Citizens will appear in this and future issues. 

Camillus Kessler  1883-1950    
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The society hosted an 

“Heirlooms from Our 

Family Tasting” for the 

Thursday, November 

23, meeting as a fund 

raiser for future events. 

The food was from the 

many recipes included 

in the cookbook by 

members of the society. 

Melanie Mayer, Linda Stout and 

Jere Harris 

Bless this bountiful table. 



 

 33 

L. Jere Harris (is she tasting or 

serving?) This dish was a delicious 

favorite. 

Collota and Bill Bailey enjoying  

the tasting. 

Above: Nancy Calhoun 

(Anticipation) in her “Heirloom 

Cookbook” Apron. 

L-R: Unidentified, Melba Ranks, Unidentified, Tim Harris, Al Cheeseman, second from farl eft, Jan Bryant. 
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Left:  Dana and her husband, Darrell 

and Dora Allen from Oktaha.  Volun-

teer Barbara in the background. 

Above:  Genealogy Volunteer, Al Cheeseman 

Above: Tim and Jere Harris 

Right, around the table from the 

left:  Marlene Leahey, Marjorie 

Barton, new member, Bill Bai-

ley, Melanie Mayer, Jan Bryant 

and Linda Stout. 
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Gordon Wallace, Colotta and Bill Bailey 

Mickey and Pete Hagan 

Betsy and James Edwards 

Michael the Musician 

Lauren with her 

mom,  Sue Tolbert 
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L. Virginia Perry 

and Mary Down-

ing.  

 

R. Left ear of Tim 

Harris and  

Jan Bryant, Li-

brarian at the 

Muskogee Public 

Library. 

 

 

Below: Floretta 

Leatherman, Gor-

don Wallace and 

Mozeal Jones 

L. Mozeal Jones and Wally Waits;  

R. Barbara Downs, Nancy Calhoun and Nancy Lasater 
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Mr. Brown’s application was approved as a member of Muskogee County First Families.  Contact information has been re-

moved at his request.  A copy of the certificate was not available for this publication.  Following is a copy of his family tree and 

various qualifying documents are either posted or listed for reference to help guide those who wish to become a Muskogee 

County First Families member. 
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Sample: Bible Family Record 

Sample: Birth Certificate 

Family Marriage Records 

Family Member  Death Records 
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MEETINGS:  MCGS meetings are held at 6:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month (except July and August) in the Grant 
Foreman room at the Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK.  The Board of Directors meetings are held 
the third Monday at 5:30 PM in the library’s Genealogy and Local History department.  All members are invited to attend the 
Board meetings.  MEMBERSHIP:  Membership in MCGS is open to anyone promoting the purpose of the Society.  Each new and 
current member is encouraged to submit a copy of an ancestry chart once a year.  Individual or family membership is $20 per year 
due each January 1.   

Muskogee County 
Genealogical Society 

OUR PURPOSE:  The MCGS was formed in 1983 for the purpose of promoting the general study of genealogy through work-
shops, seminars, and monthly programs; and to discover and preserve any material that may establish or illustrate the history of 
Indian Territory and Muskogee County and its families. 

BOARD MEMBERS 2014:  President, Alissa Hill; Vice President, Nancy Calhoun; Secretary, Linda Stout; Treasurer, Mary 
Downing; Past President, Jere Harris; Newsletter Editor, Barbara Downs; Quarterly Editor, Nancy Lasater; Webmaster, Sue Tol-
bert. 
 
APPOINTED POSITIONS:  Research, Barbara Downs; Library Liaison, Nancy Calhoun; Three Rivers Museum Liaison, Sue 
Tolbert. 
 
2015 BOARD MEMBERS AND APPOINTEES:  Our new slate of leaders will be announced in the March Issue of the Mus-
kogee County Genealogical Quarterly.  

OUR RESEARCH POLICY:  Outlined on our website www.muskogeecountygenealogicalsociety.org  or you may write to us for 
a Research Request Form at: Muskogee County Genealogical Society, c/o Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Mus-
kogee, OK 74401.  Email us at: mucogeso@yahoo.com 
 
PUBLICATIONS: MCGS publishes books of genealogical interest, focused on Muskogee County and Muskogee Indian Territory 
history.  A current price list of our publications is provided on our website.   
 
QUARTERLY 

The MCGS Quarterly is published online four times a year: March, June, September, and December.  Beginning in 2012 issue, cur-
rent issues are published on-line. Copies and back issues of the can be ordered on request by mail or through our website. 
 
NEWSLETTER 
Beginning January, 2013 we began publishing a monthly newsletter to provide members and guest viewers with current news and 
scheduled meetings.   

From the Editor:  Please accept my apologies for this issue of the Muskogee County Genealogical Quarterly 

being delayed.  There are really no excuses, but there was a lot of material to organize and some of the names 

and IDs are still missing from some of the photographs of the gatherings.  Please address any corrections or 

complaints to Nancy Lasater, Editor, muskogeecountygenealogysociety.org and I will do my best to accommo-

date them as soon as possible. 


