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"Oklahoma Boys"

The Society has had an inquiry from Tracy Bale Flowers. She is hoping that

someone might recognize some of the men in the photograph below. Tracy's

grandfather traveled to Oklahoma from Texas to "make his own way" . The
photograph says "Oklahoma Boys" on the back and has a date of 1908. Her
grandfather, John Elbert Bale is in the center, back row. He would have

been about 19 years old at the time. If you recognize any of these men, you

can contact Tracy c/o: Muskogee County Genealogical Society, at the Muskogee
Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401 or you can email them at
mucogeso@yahoo.com




MR. A. A, KINNEY.

A A. Kinney,’a young man, but the pionéer real estae man of Mus-
' ogee. Thp\s&tes ‘of property and lands in wiich he has- partieipated-
naye been enormoug am_i _nowhereis there a discordant note to mar the
_comméndations ‘of honesty and faigness which mark all his transactions.
Years (of* experience in -actual ‘real estate business, without complaints
as to his dealings, speaks volumes for his: manner -of doing business.
Mr. Kinney: was born™ in Jackson county, Missouri. As a young
man he taugnt school in South Dakota. From that state he moved-to
" Kansas, where he was secretary of the.Kansas State Fair Association
at Witchita. He came to . Muskogee in 1893 and has been in business,
Here continnenslv oines his arrival He has been-a successfui promoter-
of townsites and has nad splendid slccess ln the sale of farm lands to
which he hopes to give still greater attemlon in the future. In addition
to his other work, he has found time to successfully manage the opera
house in this city as well as the show _house in South McAlester.
.That* Mr. Kinney belleves in the future of the city. ic hest evidenced -
"‘by tire heavy tnmvestments he tas made h ¢ify property. He is the noider
QL 4nucn vaiuapie real esuue “both in the clty and-in the Creek naciop
and considersTit among the ‘best of assets. : :
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N7 7, About the Artist. . .

In 1900 John Kessler’s family was in Muskogee, and 17 year
old Camillus was working as a pressman in his father’s printing
office. His artistic skills took him from the print rooms to a
desk when he created Familiar Faces in Muskogee featuring
Ll his “cartoons” of local businessmen of the time. This series ran
in the Muskogee Daily Phoenix i early 1905.

A Camillus moved from Muskogee to St. Louis, later to New

11 York, and enjoyed a long career as a cartoonist and artist. He

r = ; 3 created a vaudevillian type act in theaters, putting a spotlight
oty on a member of the audience, then while the entire audience

watched by means of a projecting camera that he had invent-

ed, he would draw his subject. Not just a cartoonist, but also a
serious portrait artist, he refined a process of etching his por-

traits on zinc and bronze.
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Widely known during his lifetime, Kessler’s fame has dimin-
ished over time. And, while he didn’t live long in Muskogee, he
5 left these treasures which are more than worthy of preserva-
e Bt . : tion for enjoyment today.

- wt - Editor’s note: Beginning with the December 2014 issue, from time to time, these

renditions of those Muskogee Citizens will appear in and future issues.
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Above: Exhibit by Nancy Calhoun; right: Mr. Bones promotes the cookbook
drawing; Below Center: Calhoun with the cookbook winner,’
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ARKANSAS ZINC AND LEAD IN MUSKOGEE
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Centenarian
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia: A centenarian is a person who lives to or beyond the age of 100 years.
Because life expectancies everywhere are less than 100, the term is invariably associated with longevity.

Submitted by Linda Stout who is currently indexing funeral home records to be a research tool on the
Muskogee County Genealogical Society’s website. In that project, she discovers the death records such
as the 102 year old lady presented here. On page 6 of this issue is a sample of some of the unusual cir-
cumstances involved with the event. It is the record of a 14 year old who was killed in a tornado. From
time to time, these funeral records will be included in future issues, primarily to honor the Centenari-
ans and reflect historical events.
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Submitted by Linda Stout from the Williams-Guipel Funeral Home Records.
An index of these records will be available on our MCGS website soon.
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1. Helen Kellor comes to Mus-
: m.. ‘Wedneasday, Februapy 17, with
. t-acher lnd comnmlou. Mrs. "Anne
4 ve her lecture un
) “Happlnoas” -ﬁa wxu ! Hind that SBe 80

by no means coming into a city ol
#trangers. Bostides the thousands 'of
jo who are interested In her hare
8 of her marvelous triumph
over affliction Miss Kceller will find
persohal friends and friends of her
family.

Mias Harriot U, Androws, n Kansag
City teacber In a school for the desl'
who is now in Muskogos, in &
lsonal friend. of Misa Keller and ’
f-Maoy. . With her er sod bro i--
in-law Miss Andrews is» making =
walking trip through the country and
| writing her experiences for the Kansan
!cuy Bunday Star, Because of their

jmutual inlerest in teaching tho d

to vocallre Mina Andrews and M
lKnllﬂ' first met and have been friends
| for severn] years, Wher the Kansas
.Iut.y party roached Musiogee Iast
.wnk Misas Andrews found o letter

.from Mrs, Macy raying that she and
) Miss Keller would be hers “this week
Iud that they hopred that the walkers

would reach the city at o time co-in-
.lcldﬂll with thelr visit, Ho the walk-
ing party wemt into camp for a week
|in order that Miss Andrews may meet

ber friend during Miss Keller's visit to
the city.

Anothor visitor in the city who
| knows Mra, Macy and Miss Keller and
who says (hat Helen Keller has been
|more of an Inspiration to her than
anyocne In the world Is Mra Kutherine
Yap Deren Ligrpett, of Now  Oricans,
who I8 the guest of Mry W. ¥, Gree:
it the Torson. Mrs. LIgget: Is an
especial friend of the Young WwWoman
who has arranged the lecture tours for
Mre. Macy and Miss Kellor (his scason
and has frequently met both  Mrs
Mucy and Miss Keller, “In n way Mrms,
Macyv Is an even more remarkable per-
sonality than Helen Kellor,” says Mra
Liggett. “When she first met Helen
Keller she was hersdif a young «irl
and In helping her pupll to acquire
an oducation she has edurnted her-

—— -

. |

that Helen Keller mastered In  her
college course at Radeliffe Mrs Macy
mpalled into her hand, lotter by letter,
I have often thought at what ~*ort te
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ber teacher' and companion as well a8
to herwelf um Keller has mnmpm
uver darkness and sllence and bas
‘come forth ‘Into the lghe' .
Mins Rose Honnett of the Torson,
whose me Is in Little Rock, Ark,
knows Miss Keller's family intimate«
Iy, Helen Keller haa an uncle, Dr.
Keller, in Little. Rock and whon she
was growing up she and Mra. Macy,
then Misa Bullitan, spent a winter
with Dr. Kellers family and with thy
tumily of an aunt, Mrs. Miller. wno

ﬂﬂfﬂ.xmmanmzx TEACHE,
RSIMACY.

See KELLER: continued on Page 8

welf. Hvery '°;‘l‘ of ".';:';’ l"“’""""‘- Submitted by Nancy Calhoun from
Y of oe ¢ Wil The Muskogee Times Democrat, February 15, 1915, Page 3
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KELLER: continued from Page 7 MORE MUSKOGEE NEWS ITEMS

| still livea lhere,

“At that time,” Mins Bennett saya,
“"Helen Keller waa just  learmming  to
vocalize, A reception was given fur
ber on one océaslon and as people
were Introduced to her Mrs. Moaoy
spelleg the namen tnto Helen's hand
Instantly Helen repeated tha name
aloud. She recited a little poem dur-
ing the evening, too, The unconquers
able will that has enabled Helen Keller
to enin a college edycation and 1o
master speech In a, characteristic ol
the Keéller family, Nono of ,ilhem
know the meaning of defeat”

Mrs. Fred K. Turner bas never mel
Helen Keller personally but mhe Is nn
ardent admirer of the remarkable
young woman and has followed her
davelopment with the deepeat Interest.
“To me"” Mrs. Turney says, “Helen
Kelleer I8 remarkable for personal
beruty and grace of manner, joined to
a modeaty that defies envy, She s
a shining light and an ilnspiration to
tha !\lture.“ s,

Mrs. Claude L. Bleele |8 a personal
friend of Charlés A. White, of the
Boston conservitory of music, throuen
whose instrumentality Helen Keller
finally learned to vocaliyze, Mr, White
hecame deeply Jnterested in  Miss
Kelier's efforts to learn to speak and
during an entire winter in Baston he
pationtly worked with the xirl giving
her voice training that streagthened
her vocal chords and gave her control
over them. Mrs. Macy says that 1t
is to Mr. Whiter efforta that Helen
Keller's final achievemont ‘of spsech a
due., Mrs. White and Mra Stosle were
classmatea,

“Mr. White haa a number of formar
puplls who have hecome grand opera
L successes, but 1 Imagine that he 1I»
prouder of Helen Krller than of any
&upll he hax sver had, even though

e can never sing.” sald Mrs. Steele, «

Submitted by Nancy Calhoun.

Source: Muskogee Daily Phoenix
October 27, 1929, Page 1

9 Muskogee County Men
\In‘ducted Into Service

Near Right: Image of local | i et arad ee

history researched and Tuesday were nine Muskogee County
posted by: men, the Muskogee County Selective
Service Board announced. i
Charles Scribner, who, Men were Willie Tate of Boynton,
with other contributors, Robert S. Herron of Council Hill and
post historical items on John W. Brown Jr., Jlmm_.le S. Harris,
Timothy L. Roberts, Allan E. Harder,
« Michael L. Capps, Stephen M. San-
Facebook at “Muskogee dage and -Marien.éakley, all of Mus-
and Muskogee County kogee. :
History.” No draft call for February has been

announced yet but physical examina-
tions for 27 men have been scheduled
rebriary § fare: 2f (57
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of 1hnmrn since he was discharged from
of 'the regular_army Lb Fore: Lxmmn at’
thu cloge of ithe Civil war. [ s
“There -was no Muskogee then,"
the old Indian said. ‘It was called
{*McImtosh Town® © A c¢olony of In-
1v i dian 'soldiers who were. discharged
of { from the army settled with! their
fel families at a little place just across
althe Arkansas river from Mclntestr
¥ Town, The lndx.ms then (”1110(1 the
k-|.Arkansas the Little Red River, . The|
m | Indlans tslk of pmmt\ now, "‘\‘h('4
rlold Indian-s&id. -“Then-1 L&w—p{n—-
lerty The dlndmﬁ fanrilies , on  thel
e | Little Red River were so poor that,
i-{ the voung men had onI\ long !shirts’
Tirmade “of “white domestie—and - dvedt
brown with walnut Juice to wear. Let|
B-1me tell- you that we are Jivige  In
'e' times of/ plenty _these d.ns cnmnmed
_Jawith those- old_times.' :
_ F T Chwpeo talked throwgh @n nter-
Tllnmm ¥ Lho._uld__lmhan 1s_well pre-
A4 %

'
1,‘

P L 180 R @ ) B
__L_,’l__YL._'_]_,__QL much-importance in the af-1
& mr\ of"the Tiil Bloods. -

" St

LS EI Sl R RS el

NOTHING BUT A SHIRT
WHAT INDIANS USED TO WEAR

Alabama Chupco Tells of Early Day
Hardship Among the Creek
Indians

Summoned as a witness before the grand
jury, Alabama Chupco, a typical full blood
Creek Indian renowned in the tribe as a
prophet and medicine man, came to Mus-
kogee yesterday from his home in the woods
four miles east of Wetumka.

Chupco has not been in Muskogee before
since he was discharged from the regular ar-
my at Fort Gibson at the close of the Civil
War.

“There was no Muskogee then,” the old
Indian said. “It was called McIntosh Town.”
A colony of Indian soldiers who were dis-
charged from the army settled with their
families at a little place just across the Ar-
kansas River from McIntosh Town. The In-
dians then called the Arkansas the Little Red
River. “The Indians talk of poverty now,”
the old Indian said. “Then I saw poverty.
The Indian families, on the Little Red River
were so poor that the young men had only
long shirts, made of white domestic and dyed
brown with walnut juice to wear. Let me tell
you that we are living in times of plenty
these days, compared with those old times.”

Chupco talked through an interpreter.
The old Indian is well preserved and active
for his age and is a man of much importance
in the affairs of full bloods.

Source: Muskogee Daily Phoenix, 15 Jan
1910, Page 8.
Submitted by Nancy Calhoun

Transcribed by Nancy Lasater



Muskogee’s Past in Pictures

Provided by Charles Scribner, who along with other contributors, post historical items on
Facebook site: “Muskogee and Muskogee County History.”

April 12 1956 Mrs. Josepine Fee: feacher ot Hauston Elementary School ~ Muskagee: 0K (1st Grade)

First Row (left to right) Linda Cordis, Bob Boatman, Linda Clanton, and Linda Borovetz
Second Row - Sharon McDaniel, Nancy Haines, Bobby Thompson, Roger Ritchie, Carolyn Eskridge,
Marsha Severance, and Kenneth Richardson
Third Row - Suzanne Parks, Carolyn LeCompte, Francis Haynes, Donna Brown, Julie West,
Gary McFadden, and Shirley Crossland
Fourth Row - Jimmy Marsh, Betty Davis, Rhonda Jones, Paula Slaughter, Tony Storey,
Christine Cunningham, and Gary Wayne McKenzie

Muskogee County Genealogical Society meetings are held at 6:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month (except
July and August) in the Grant Foreman room at the Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK. . The
Board of Directors meetings are held the third Monday at 5:30 PM in the library’s Genealogy and Local History department.
All members are invited to attend the Board meetings. Our Research, Membership Policy and Publication information is
outlined on our website www.muskogeecountygenealogicalsociety.org or you may write to us at: Muskogee County Ge-
nealogical Society, c/o Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401. Email us at: mucoge-
so@yahoo.com
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