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"Oklahoma Boys"

The Society has had an inquiry from Tracy Bale Flowers. She is hoping that
someone might recognize some of the men in the photograph below. Tracy's
grandfather traveled to Oklahoma from Texas to "make his own way" . The
photograph says "Oklahoma Boys" on the back and has a date of 1908. Her
grandfather, John Elbert Bale is in the center, back row. He would have
been about 19 years old at the time. If you recognize any of these men, you
can contact Tracy c/o: Muskogee County Genealogical Society, at the Muskogee
Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401 or you can email them at
mucogeso@yahoo.com
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About the Artist. . .
In 1900 John Kessler’s family was in Muskogee, and 17 year
old Camillus was working as a pressman in his father’s prin ng
oﬃce. His ar s c skills took him from the print rooms to a
desk when he created Familiar Faces in Muskogee featuring
his “cartoons” of local businessmen of the me. This series ran
in the Muskogee Daily Phoenix i early 1905.
Camillus moved from Muskogee to St. Louis, later to New
York, and enjoyed a long career as a cartoonist and ar st. He
created a vaudevillian type act in theaters, pu4ng a spotlight
on a member of the audience, then while the en re audience
watched by means of a projec ng camera that he had invented, he would draw his subject. Not just a cartoonist, but also a
serious portrait ar st, he reﬁned a process of etching his portraits on zinc and bronze.
Widely known during his life me, Kessler’s fame has diminished over me. And, while he didn’t live long in Muskogee, he
le: these treasures which are more than worthy of preservaon for enjoyment today.
Editor’s note: Beginning with the December 2014 issue, from me to me, these
rendi ons of those Muskogee Ci zens will appear in and future issues.
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Above: Exhibit by Nancy Calhoun; right: Mr. Bones promotes the cookbook
drawing; Below Center: Calhoun with the cookbook winner,’
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ARKANSAS ZINC AND LEAD IN MUSKOGEE

Maps
Submitted by:
Karen Wagner
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Centenarian
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia: A centenarian is a person who lives to or beyond the age of 100 years.
Because life expectancies everywhere are less than 100, the term is invariably associated with longevity.

Submitted by Linda Stout who is currently indexing funeral home records to be a research tool on the
Muskogee County Genealogical Society’s website. In that project, she discovers the death records such
as the 102 year old lady presented here. On page 6 of this issue is a sample of some of the unusual circumstances involved with the event. It is the record of a 14 year old who was killed in a tornado. From
time to time, these funeral records will be included in future issues, primarily to honor the Centenarians and reflect historical events.
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Submitted by Linda Stout from the Williams-Guipel Funeral Home Records.
An index of these records will be available on our MCGS website soon.
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See KELLER: continued on Page 8

Submitted by Nancy Calhoun from
The Muskogee Times Democrat, February 15, 1915, Page 3
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KELLER: continued from Page 7

MORE MUSKOGEE NEWS ITEMS

Submitted by Nancy Calhoun.
Source: Muskogee Daily Phoenix
October 27, 1929, Page 1

Near Right: Image of local
history researched and
posted by:
Charles Scribner, who,
with other contributors,
post historical items on
Facebook at “Muskogee
and Muskogee County
History.”
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NOTHING BUT A SHIRT
WHAT INDIANS USED TO WEAR
Alabama Chupco Tells of Early Day
Hardship Among the Creek
Indians
Summoned as a witness before the grand
jury, Alabama Chupco, a typical full blood
Creek Indian renowned in the tribe as a
prophet and medicine man, came to Muskogee yesterday from his home in the woods
four miles east of Wetumka.
Chupco has not been in Muskogee before
since he was discharged from the regular army at Fort Gibson at the close of the Civil
War.
“There was no Muskogee then,” the old
Indian said. “It was called McIntosh Town.”
A colony of Indian soldiers who were discharged from the army settled with their
families at a little place just across the Arkansas River from McIntosh Town. The Indians then called the Arkansas the Little Red
River. “The Indians talk of poverty now,”
the old Indian said. “Then I saw poverty.
The Indian families, on the Little Red River
were so poor that the young men had only
long shirts, made of white domestic and dyed
brown with walnut juice to wear. Let me tell
you that we are living in times of plenty
these days, compared with those old times.”
Chupco talked through an interpreter.
The old Indian is well preserved and active
for his age and is a man of much importance
in the affairs of full bloods.
Source: Muskogee Daily Phoenix, 15 Jan
1910, Page 8.
Submitted by Nancy Calhoun
Transcribed by Nancy Lasater
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Muskogee’s Past in Pictures
Provided by Charles Scribner, who along with other contributors, post historical items on
Facebook site: “Muskogee and Muskogee County History.”

Muskogee County Genealogical Society meetings are held at 6:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month (except
July and August) in the Grant Foreman room at the Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK. . The
Board of Directors meetings are held the third Monday at 5:30 PM in the library’s Genealogy and Local History department.
All members are invited to attend the Board meetings. Our Research, Membership Policy and Publication information is
outlined on our website www.muskogeecountygenealogicalsociety.org or you may write to us at: Muskogee County Genealogical Society, c/o Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401. Email us at: mucogeso@yahoo.com
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