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The comb grave, popularly known as a "tentstyle grave," is most commonly found in a geographic band along the western foot of the
Cumberland Plateau, including the lowland
portions of White County. Here it is found in
nearly every graveyard containing burials before 1920. There are relatively few comb
graves in the eastern highland portion of
White County, but elsewhere they are found
atop the Cumberland Plateau, mostly to the
western side of the plateau, rarely to the eastern side. (continued on page 16)

Photograph of tent graves submitted by Karen Wagner,
taken during a recent trip to the Tennessee area.
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Mr. A. P. McKellop
represents the highest type
of the civilized Indian. He
is a Creek by blood, educated, refined and a successful
business man. His nation
has honored him with many
positions of trust and in
every one of them he has
made good. His home is one
of the most beautiful in the
city. He has a charming
family and is identified with
every movement which goes
to make his people and the
community better.

Editorial Omission: In the past to issues of
the MCGS Quarterly, articles have been
included about Camillus Kessler and his
sketches of the prominent men of Muskogee, short biographies. As the editor, I
have failed in these presentation to give
credit to The Three Rivers Museum, where
the collection is preserved and to Karen
Wagner and Barbara Downs for preparing
same for these issues. My apologies, Nancy Lasater, Editor.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Camillus Kessler
see the
December 2014 and
March 2015 issues.
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This article found in a file for “Miss Alice” in the History and Genealogy Department at the Muskogee Public Library. Clipping was from the Muskogee
Daily Phoenix newspaper, 16 Jan 1915, Page 5.

Originally published in the Muskogee Daily Phoenix. The full account of O. Henry’s
stay in Muskogee can be found in the November 15, 1916 issue, Page 10. A biography of O. Henry, aka William S. Porter follows on page 14 of this issue.
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The Comb Grave (continued from page 11)

Old graves always settled to some degree, leaving a depression at the surface, Burial
vaults were unknown, and coffins were hand-made of local wood. Eventually the coffin
decomposed, allowing the soil above to subside. To compensate for this, the spoil left
after the grave was filled could be heaped on top. A stone enclosure was fashioned to
protect the grave with its spoil heap. Flat slabs of stone, usually sandstone but occasionally limestone, two to three inches thick were used, quarried from the Hartselle
Formation, one of the strata of the plateau overlying its limestone foundation. Two triangular pieces were placed at the head and foot of the grave, forming the "gables" of
the roof. Two rectangular slabs were then laid on the gables, overlapping at the "ridge"
to form the roof. This enclosure was thus self-supporting, even after the spoil heap
subsided. Occasionally the roof or gable slabs were inscribed with burial information,
but more commonly a separate headstone was provided with the name and birth and
death dates of the deceased.
The exact purpose of the grave cover is subject to speculation. It obviously served an
aesthetic purpose. It may have been intended to prevent exhumation by dogs or wild
animals, but a much simpler layer of stone would have served this purpose as well. It
seems more likely that its function involved farm animals. In the days before power
mowers, the easiest way to keep a cemetery mowed was to allow livestock to graze it.
The cover protected the new grave from erosion by rain and by trampling. It prevented
nuts from germinating on the grave. It also would have prevented livestock from becoming mired in the soft earth of the subsiding grave.

An excerpt from the forthcoming White County cemetery book.
in The Past Finder, Vol. IX, No. 3/July-September 2002, p 17
Genealogical-Historical Society, White County, Tennessee
PO Box 721, Sparta TN 38583-0721
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BIBLE MYSTERY?
Recently a couple came into the library with
this old Bible they had received from a relative who rescued it from items being thrown
out of a home somewhere in Muskogee.
They have asked our help in finding a family
member to give this Bible to.
Shown here is the cover and pages that list
deaths and marriages. The page that lists
births did not photograph well and will be
submitted at a later date.
If you have any information as to the whereabouts of any of this family, please contact the
History and Genealogy Department at the
Muskogee Public Library at 801 W. Okmulgee, Muskogee 74401 or email us at
muskogeehistory@eodls.org
Nancy Lasater, Editor
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Beth Stone MCHS Class of 1958 with Johnny
Everitt giving her some Golf Tips. This was in
1954 Muskogee Phoenix Paper

Muskogee County Genealogical Society meetings are held at 6:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of each month (except
July and August) in the Grant Foreman room at the Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK. . The
Board of Directors meetings are held the third Monday at 5:30 PM in the library’s Genealogy and Local History department.
All members are invited to attend the Board meetings. Our Research, Membership Policy and Publication information is
outlined on our website www.muskogeecountygenealogicalsociety.org or you may write to us at: Muskogee County Genealogical Society, c/o Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee, Muskogee, OK 74401. Email us at: mucogeso@yahoo.com
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